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Emergency Lighting Equipment

International Fire Code Chapter 10

The International Building Code and the International Fire Code (IFC) both require
emergency lighting. This lighting is an integral part of a building and needs to be
maintained for the safety of the occupants. The IFC sets forth specific requirements to
ensure the emergency lighting equipment is functional and available for service, which
includes testing and maintenance.

Emergency lighting, which is often referred
to as egress lighting, is used in buildings as EMERGENCY EGRESS
a safety precaution for power outages so /8 .

that people will be able to find their way
out of a building. Exit signs can also be

used in conjunction with emergency
lighting equipment.

Emergency lighting may be equipped with battery backups that are installed within, or ad-
jacent to, existing lighting fixtures, powered by a
central standby source, such as a bank of lead-

:E ﬁ acid batteries, an emergency generator, or may

“ be self-contained unit equipment which incor-
porates the lamp, battery, charger and control
equipment as pictured to the left.

Should you have any questions or need for clarification of emergency lighting equipment
please feel free to contact the City of Bothell Fire Prevention at (425) 806-6250.
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Emergency Lighting Equipment

Activation Test

An activation test of the emergency lighting equipment is required to be completed monthly.
The activation test is to ensure the emergency lighting activates automatically upon normal
electrical disconnect and stays sufficiently illuminated for a minimum of 30 seconds.

Power Test

For battery powered emergency lighting, such as unit equip-

ment, a power test is required to be conducted annually. The d
power test is to ensure the emergency lighting equipment acti- FH| (EXIT)

vates automatically upon normal electric disconnect and stay il-

luminated for a minimum of 90 minutes as specified in the in the
International Building Code.

Activation Test and Power Test Records

Records of activation and power tests must be maintained on the premises for a minimum of
three years and be available for review by the Fire Department upon request. The records
must include the location of the emergency lighting tested, if the unit passed or failed, the
date of the test, and the person completing the test. If the testing indicates unit (s) failed,
subsequent records need to show corrections made.

Supervision of Maintenance and Testing

. . . Example:
Routine maintenance, in-
Emergency Lighting Equipment Test Record (Month Year )
spection and operational Tested By: John Doe
. Location Pass | Fail | Date Tested Dwration: 30 sec / 90 min
testing must be overseen [=qoornaiway X 11112015 30 seconds
1# floor elevator lobby X 112015 30 seconds

by a properly instructed

individual such as a facili-

. I Corrections made: 1/2/2015 - Battery replaced in the light at the 1st floor elevator lobby. The unit was
ties manager or building |re-tested and passed.

engineer. See example to
the right.

Should you have any questions or need for clarification of emergency lighting equipment
please feel free to contact the City of Bothell Fire Prevention at (425) 806-6250.



