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Fire Hydrants

—E International Fire Code, Chapter 5, Section 507

The International Fire Code (IFC) sets forth requirements for the location, required fire
(water) flow, accessibility, clearance, physical protection, inspection, testing and
maintenance of fire hydrants.

Locations

Fire hydrants shall be located within 150 feet from a commercial structure
and no closer than 50 feet. Hydrants may be spaced no more than 300 feet

apart.

Exception: For single family and duplex homes a hydrant shall be located within 300
feet of any structure.

Clearance

A 3 foot clear space shall be maintained around the circumference of fire hydrants.

This is an important requirement, which helps ensure fire fighters have the necessary room to
connect fire hoses and safely operate the hydrant during emergencies.

Obstructions

Unobstructed access to fire hydrants shall be main-
B tained at all times. This includes the parking of vehicles.
== International Fire Code 507.5.4 prohibits the parking of
~ vehicles within 15 feet of hydrants. Violators are subject
to penalties of up to $250.00 per Bothell Municipal
Code 20.08.050 and IFC 109.4.

Should you have any questions or need for clarification of fire hydrants, please feel free to
contact the City of Bothell Fire Prevention at (425) 806-6250.
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Inspection, Testing and Maintenance of Private Hydrants

Fire hydrant systems shall be subject to periodic tests as outlined below (confidence testing) to ensure they
will work properly systems shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times and shall be repaired
where defective.

Confidence Testing

Private fire service mains and fire hydrants shall be periodi-
cally inspected, tested and maintained in accordance with
NFPA 25 (Standard for the Inspection, Testing and Mainte-
nance of Water-based Protection Systems).

The following is an overview of maintenance and testing intervals for private fire service water systems and
hydrants.

1. Private Fire Hydrants (all types): Inspection to occur annually and after each operation; flow test and
maintenance annually. Property owners with private hydrants are responsible to obtain annual, satisfac-
tory inspection of their private hydrant (s) from a qualified inspector. “Qualified Inspector” is a
“Certificate of Competency Holder” employed by a Washington State licensed sprinkler contractor or
underground system contractor. See the following link: http://www.wsp.wa.qov/fire/licreports.htm

2. Fire service main piping: Inspection of exposed, annually; flow test every 5 years.
3. Fire service main piping strainers: Inspection and maintenance after every use.
Inspection Reports

Inspection reports of private hydrants must be submitted to The Compliance Engine

(http://wwwl.thecomplianceengine.com)

Damage / Malfunction

1. If you encounter damage to a public hydrant, immediately contact the City of Bothell Public Works Oper-
ations Center at 425-488-0118.

2. Property owners, their agents and tenants with private hydrants shall immediately contact City of
Bothell Fire Prevention at 425-806-6250 in the event a private hydrant is damaged, malfunctions or is
otherwise “out of order”. The term immediately means within 48 hours after a problem is noticed or
should have been noticed in the exercise of reasonable care.

Should you have any questions or need for clarification of fire hydrants, please feel free to
contact the City of Bothell Fire Prevention at (425) 806-6250.



