Appendix A

City of Bothell Surface Water outreach
materials distributed in 2018
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Report Spills
See something hazardous
heading to the storm drain?
Spills to our roads and storm drains are
carried through our stormwater system
to local streams. From there, they can
cause serious problems for people, pets
and the environment. Always call us
right away if you see a spill so we can
clean it up before it reaches our
local streams.
If the spill is a direct hazard to human
or environmental health, call 911.
Otherwise, call the Spill Hotline as soon
as you can.

What should you report?
A good rule of thumb: if you wouldn’t
want to swim in it, tell us about it! Let us
know if you see these things going into or
making their way toward a storm drain:

•
•
•
•
•
•

car wash water
vehicle fluids
dog poop
construction site debris
paint
chemicals of any kind

Learn more about harmful things to
look out for at
www.bothellwa.gov/reportspills

Spill Hotline
425-806-6750

CITY OF BOTHELL - Contact Information
City Hall 18415 - 101st Ave NE......................................................................... M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Reception: ............................................................ 425-806-6100
Citizen emergency update hotline:............. 425-806-6109
Community Development: ............................ 425-806-6400
Parks and Recreation: ..................................... 425-806-6760
Permit Services: ................................................. 425-806-6101
M-W, F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Th 9 a.m. - noon
Public Works: ..................................................... 425-806-6800
Spill Hotline.......................................................... 425-806-6750
Utility Billing:....................................................... 425-806-6881
Fire & Police Emergencies................................9-1-1.......................................24 hours per day
Fire and E.M.S. Department (non-emergency)
10726 Beardslee Blvd. (Downtown Firehouse)..........425-806-6242................ M-F, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Municipal Court 10116 NE 183rd.....................425-487-5587................ M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Operations Center 21233 - 20th Ave SE........425-488-0118..........M-F, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Police Department Lobby Hours 18410 - 101st Ave NE...................... M-F, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Police Department (non-emergency).......................425-486-1254....................24 hours per day
City of Bothell Website..................................................................................... www.bothellwa.gov

Sign up for notifications and alerts!
The City of Bothell website offers
dozens of options that you can sign
up for to receive specific types of
information, from Council meeting
agendas, events, news releases, City
newsletters, emergency alerts and
more. Go to www.bothellwa.gov and
select “How Do I” and “Sign Up For” today.
Bothell Bridge
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GREEN LIVING

Natural Yard Care

Go all natural!

Spring is a great time for planting and venturing back into
the world of yard care after the cold winter. When picking
plants, choose ones that grow well in the Northwest and fit
the sun, soil and water conditions in your yard. Washington
is lucky to have a number of native plants that are already
conditioned to our climate and don’t need fertilizers,
pesticides or extra water. As an added bonus, native plants
also help reduce flooding, control erosion and filter out
sediment and pollutants from rainwater before it reaches
our local streams.
To see a list of native plants and to learn more about the
five steps to a healthy yard, check out
www.naturalyardcare.org

Five steps to a healthy yard:
1
2
3
4
5

Build healthy soil

Plant right for your site
Practice smart watering
Think twice before using pesticides
Practice natural yard care

at The Recology Store!

Stop by The Recology Store Bothell for a
FREE GREEN CLEANING workshop to learn
about how to create your own cleaning
supplies! Bring your own reusable bottle or
container, and we’ll provide castile soap,
vinegar and essential oils!

April 6 from 5p.m. - 7p.m.
22833 Bothell Everett Hwy
recology.com/Bothell

Bothell City Hall 425-806-6100

Bothell Bridge
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CITY NEWS
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LIVING
Save a new date
for a new event:

Time for Spring Cleaning

Does your garage look anything like this?

We are combining Sustainamania and Ecotober into one
fantastic event this summer. You will have all the features
of both events in one, now at City Hall. This event
provides fun activities for all ages to encourage more
sustainable practices.

Date: August 18
Time: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Location: City Hall
Accepting vendor and sponsor sign-ups
www.bothellwa.gov/sustainamania

If it does, there’s no time like the present to tackle the
mess! If you find any hazardous chemicals while you’re
at it – like fertilizers, pesticides, cleaning supplies or
automotive chemicals – decide whether you really need to
keep them. You can often find more natural ways to care
for your yard, home and vehicles. But if you do need to
keep them, be sure to handle and store them properly.

Storing hazardous products

EVENT

at the
Shoreline Recycling & Transfer Station
2300 N 165th St., Shoreline, WA 98133

Now through November 30
Cost: FREE
Pick up vouchers at The Recology Store
22833 Bothell Everett Hwy, #111, Bothell
Bothell residents are eligible to receive two
vouchers per year while supplies last. More details:
www.bothellwa.gov/recycleevent
This program is for residential customers only.

For questions about items accepted
at the Transfer Station, call 206-477-4466.
24
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•

Keep hazardous materials away from other products

•

Label them clearly and keep them in their original
containers

•

Make sure they are at least four feet off the floor and
out of the reach of children or pets

•

Cover them completely

To find out whether a product is hazardous, visit
www.hazwastehelp.org and type “product list” in the
search box.
If you are ready to get rid of any hazardous products, learn
how to do it safely and correctly.

Getting rid of hazardous products
•

Don’t throw them in the garbage

•

Find out if you can recycle them curbside

•

Bring them to the Wastemobile

•

Take them to your county’s drive-up household
hazardous waste facility

Learn more about your disposal options at
www.hazwastehelp.org

www.bothellwa.gov

GREEN LIVING
Puget Sound Starts Here Month
Are you up for the challenge?
The City of Bothell is working with hundreds of organizations across Puget Sound to
challenge you during this May’s Puget Sound Starts Here Month. We encourage you
to do at least one action that helps keep the Puget Sound healthy.

A few ideas to try
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Take your car to a commercial car wash instead of washing it in your driveway
Pick up your pet’s waste and put it in the garbage
Take care of your yard naturally by using compost and mulch
Don’t drip and drive – fix auto leaks right away
Take your hazardous materials to the Wastemobile
Don’t use plastic straws
Make sure your septic system or side sewer are in good working order
Use native plants and trees in your yard to soak up rainwater and limit runoff

About Puget Sound Starts Here
Puget Sound Starts Here is made up of more than 750 organizations working
together to raise awareness about how our everyday actions affect Puget Sound.
When it rains, water flows over hard surfaces like roofs, parking lots, driveways,
streets, and lawns where the soil has been packed down. As rainwater flows towards
ditches and storm drains, it picks up dog poop, lawn chemicals like fertilizer and
pesticides, motor vehicle oil, and many other pollutants.
Do you know where that polluted rainwater goes next? Right into our local streams,
lakes and wetlands that eventually empty into the Puget Sound. Your actions have
an impact – it’s your choice whether to make it a negative or a positive one.
Find more ideas to try and ways to get involved at www.pugetsoundstartshere.org

Change your clock, change your smoke
detector batteries
It’s that time of year again! When our clocks spring forward on March 11,
it’s also time to change the batteries in your smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide detectors. Changing the batteries in your home safety monitors is
one of the easiest and most effective ways to reduce risk of injury from a fire
or carbon monoxide.
A working smoke alarm gives you and your family critical seconds to escape
when every single moment counts. For help making your own home fire escape
plan, visit www.bothellwa.gov/2waysout

Bothell City Hall 425-806-6100

Bothell Bridge
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water

E D U CATI O N
The City of Bothell offers several fun,
hands-on classroom presentations to help our students explore the
fascinating world of water. All activities are tailored to our region and
are offered FREE of charge to our schools. An experienced educator
from Nature Vision, Inc. will conduct each class.
Nature Vision is an award-winning environmental education
non-profit organization serving over 65,000 students in our region
annually. They foster appreciation and stewardship of our environment
by educating and connecting community to the world around us.

programs

OFFERED

Get Started!

FREE
To schedule a program,
please contact
Nature Vision at
info@naturevision.org or
call 425-836-2697

Water Cycle Terrariums (K-3)

Learn the steps of the water cycle, and become a water droplet for an
hour. Travel to all the places water goes to during the water cycle,
including lakes, rivers, streams, mountains, the ocean, plants, animals and
you! Understand simple ways to protect and care for water.

Water Cycle Round (4-6)

Students will review the stages of the water cycle and play the role of a
water drop as it travels through the cycle. Discussion will include the
function of watersheds and our local water supply and how to protect water.

Salmon Cycle (K-6)

Discover the connection between Pacific salmon, people, and the water we
share. The salmon life cycle and what this keystone species requires from its
ecosystem is discussed. Students will explore water quality issues and
understand why healthy salmon habitat is good for Northwest ecosystems,
and people too.

Watershed Ecosystems (K-6)

We all live in a watershed, and it is up to us to keep the water that flows
through it clean and plentiful. This program introduces students to their
own local watershed and to the plants and animals that share this
important ecosystem. Students will also learn how a healthy environment
cleans water naturally, and gain insight on the impact of humans on this
system. Positive human actions on the combined natural-and human built
environments are discussed.

Wetland Filters (2-6)

Wetlands are like the kidneys of the earth, filtering water as it circulates
through the water cycle. Students will learn how wetlands perform this
important function through hands-on activities.

If you have any questions
regarding programs or other
services offered, please
contact your
Surface Water Program
Coordinator, Christi Cox at
425-806-6790 or
christi.cox@bothellwa.gov

Additional Resources
PugetSoundStartsHere.org
Learn how you can help
heal Puget Sound.

KingCounty.gov/Salmon
Find additional salmon
information online.

Drain Rangers Curriculum
pugetsoundstartshere.org/
drain-rangers

programs

OFFERED

Watershed Dynamics (Enviroscape) (3-6)

Students will interact with a tabletop model of a typical community to learn how their everyday choices affect
the water quality in our watershed. Alternative choices to prevent watershed contamination are discussed.

Water Supply (4-6)

Do you know where your drinking water comes from? Discover the path clean water takes from its local natural
source to your faucet! Students will explore the human and natural factors that affect our water supply, and what
actions they can take to keep this important natural resource pristine as our population grows.

Water Conservation (4-6)

Did you know that our area receives less rainfall in the summer months than Miami, Florida? Join us for an
interactive lesson that will explore what our community can do to conserve our water indoors and outdoors.
Students will learn why we need to save water and what every person can do to use water wisely to help keep
more water in our local water bodies for wildlife and future generations.

Water Connection Field Trip (K-6)

Students will visit a local lake, wetland, or pond near their school and explore it with a naturalist. Students will
observe plants and animals in this environment, examine and identify local freshwater invertebrates, and will learn
about the health of our greater watershed systems. Older students may also participate in water quality tests for
oxygen, pH, temperature and more.

Healthy Water, Healthy Soil (K-3)

Dig in to healthy soil and discover the living creatures that benefit the soil and plants all around us. Touch and feel
the non-living parts of soil, and explore how healthy water keeps our soils in the Northwest healthy.

Healthy Water, Healthy Soil (4-6)

Dig in to healthy soil and discover the living network of decomposers that benefit the ecosystems around us.
Explore how healthy water keeps our Northwest soils healthy and understand how humans can impact soil through
our interactions with water.

Blue Teams (K-6)

You have the opportunity to create a youth-powered Blue Team to help care for one of our most precious natural
resources –WATER! Blue Teams carry out a water quality action project that promotes watershed sustainability and
stewardship in their community. Each team receives expert help from a Naturalist to help plan, prepare and
execute their project.

GET STARTED!
To schedule programs or field trips, visit http://www.naturevision.org/program-registration/. Register online or
print out the registration form and fax it in per the instructions.
Scheduling considerations: We are available to visit your school from 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Please allow one hour
for each elementary program, 45-50 minutes for each secondary program. Feel free to schedule programs
back-to-back (10:00, 11:00, 12:00), but if possible please leave 10 -15 minutes in between. Pre-registration is
required. If you have any questions about these programs please do not hesitate to email
Nature Vision at info@naturevision.org, or call 425-836-2697.

DRAIN RANGER CURRICULUM
The Pacific Education Institute with formal educators, cities, and nonprofits across the region worked to create an
excellent stormwater curriculum with locally relevant videos, illustrations, and content. Please review the
curriculum and complete the online form if you are interested in receiving free materials, training, or classroom
assistance to implement these great lessons in your classroom: www.bothellwa.gov/DrainRangers

water

E D U CATI O N

The City of Bothell offers several fun,
hands-on classroom presentations to help our students explore the
fascinating world of water. All activities are tailored to our region and
are offered FREE of charge to our schools. An experienced educator
from Nature Vision, Inc. will conduct each class.

Nature Vision is an award-winning environmental education
non-profit organization serving over 65,000 students in our region
annually. They foster appreciation and stewardship of our environment
by educating and connecting community to the world around us.

programs

OFFERED

Watershed Dynamics (Enviroscape) (7-12)

Get Started!

FREE
To schedule a program,
please contact
Nature Vision at
info@naturevision.org or
call 425-836-2697

Students will interact with a tabletop model of a typical community to
learn how their everyday choices affect the water quality in our watershed.
Alternative choices to prevent watershed contamination are discussed.

Water Conservation (7-9)

Did you know that our area receives less rainfall in the summer months than
Miami, Florida? Join us for an interactive lesson that will explore what our
community can do to conserve our water indoors and outdoors. Students
will learn why we need to save water and what every person can do to use
water wisely to help keep more water in our local water bodies for wildlife
and future generations.

Water Supply (7-9)

Do you know where your drinking water comes from? Discover the path clean
water takes from its local natural source to your faucet! Students will
explore the human and natural factors that affect our water supply, and
what actions they can take to keep this important natural resource pristine
as our population grows.

Watershed Ecosystems (7-8)

We all live in a watershed, and it is up to us to keep the water that flows
through it clean and plentiful. This program introduces students to their
own local watershed and to the plants and animals that share this
important ecosystem. Students will also learn how a healthy environment
cleans water naturally, and gain insight on the impact of humans on this
system. Positive human actions on the combined natural-and human built
environments are discussed.

Salmon Cycle (7-12)

Discover the connection between Pacific salmon, people, and the water we
share. The salmon life cycle and what this keystone species requires from
its ecosystem is discussed. Students will explore water quality issues and
understand why healthy salmon habitat is good for Northwest ecosystems,
and people too.

If you have any questions
regarding programs or other
services offered, please
contact your
Surface Water Program
Coordinator, Christi Cox at
425-806-6790 or
christi.cox@bothellwa.gov

Additional Resources
PugetSoundStartsHere.org
Learn how you can help
heal Puget Sound.

KingCounty.gov/Salmon
Find additional salmon
information online.

Drain Rangers Curriculum
pugetsoundstartshere.org/
drain-rangers

programs

OFFERED

*Healthy Water, Healthy Soil (7-8)

Through this hands-on lesson, students will gain an understanding of soil function and physical properties.
Students will observe soil texture, structure, color, infiltration, test for key nutrients, and analyze soil pollution.
Students will connect soil composition with the impact of our daily water choices on the natural environment.

*Healthy Water, Healthy Ecosystems (9-12)

Experiment with soils from different watershed ecosystems in Washington, and develop an understanding of what
each ecosystem needs to be healthy and sustainable. Conduct an analysis of plant needs and create a restoration
plan that matches an appropriate soil within an ecosystem. Determine how soil pollution creates disruptions within
these ecosystems. *Please note Healthy Water, Healthy Soil and Healthy Water, Healthy Ecosystems are two part programs for
grades 7-12. Please allow for two 50 minute sessions or one block period for each program.

Water Connection Field Trip (7-12)

Students will visit a local lake, wetland, or pond near their school and explore it with a naturalist. Students will
observe plants and animals in this environment, examine and identify local freshwater invertebrates, and will
learn about the health of our greater watershed systems. Older students may also participate in water quality
tests for oxygen, pH, temperature and more.

Be the Solution (Grades 7-8)

Students will become familiar with their watershed by gaining awareness of current water issues and understanding
what community members can do to help. They will apply their new understanding by interpreting real-world local
data.

Be the Solution (Grades 9-12)

Students will use a detailed map of Bothell’s subwatersheds to see firsthand how waterways are connected. They
will also understand the human impacts on their watersheds. Students will interpret data collected in order to gain
an understanding of local issues affecting waterways, and become familiar with best management practices that
have a positive impact on the watershed ecosystem.

Be the Solution (Grades 11-12)

Students will become knowledgeable in the many issues facing Puget Sound’s present health. They will understand
the important role we all play in recovering Puget Sound by becoming familiar with what daily actions Bothell
community members can take to create more positive impacts in our watersheds. As a class, students will make
clear the many facets affecting Puget Sound by interpreting the most recent State of the Sound report.

Blue Teams (Grades 6-12)

You have the opportunity to create a youth-powered Blue Team to help care for one of our most precious natural
resources –WATER! Blue Teams carry out a water quality action project that promotes watershed sustainability and
stewardship in their community. Each team receives expert help from a Naturalist to help plan, prepare and execute
their project.

GET STARTED!

To schedule programs or field trips, visit http://www.naturevision.org/program-registration/. Register online or
print out the registration form and fax it in per the instructions.
Scheduling considerations: We are available to visit your school from 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Please allow one hour
for each elementary program, 45-50 minutes for each secondary program. Pre-registration is required. If you have
any questions about these programs please do not hesitate to email
Nature Vision at info@naturevision.org, or call 425-836-2697.

DRAIN RANGER CURRICULUM
The Pacific Education Institute with formal educators, cities, and nonprofits across the region worked to create an
excellent stormwater curriculum with locally relevant videos, illustrations, and content. Please review the
curriculum and complete the online form if you are interested in receiving free materials, training, or classroom
assistance to implement these great lessons in your classroom: www.bothellwa.gov/DrainRangers

RANGERS
N
I
A
DR

The Drain Ranger Pledge
I will do my duty as a Drain Ranger to guard Puget Sound,
to protect all aquatic animals large and small,
to prevent pollution from going down storm drains
into lakes, rivers, streams, and Puget Sound.
I will explain to others that carwash soap, dog poop
and chemical fertilizers can end up in storm drains.
I will help my family and friends stop polluting by showing them
the Puget Sound Starts Here website to find a better way.
I promise this on my honor as a Drain Ranger.

This document certifies that

is an official

DRAIN RANGER
Protector of Puget Sound

Chief Drain Ranger

Date

Storm drains flow to

our waterways

without treatment
The Washington State Department of Ecology
estimates that each year millions of pounds
of toxic pollutants flow into our streams, our
lakes, our rivers, and then into Puget Sound.
Rainwater that runs off paved roads and
driveways, rooftops, yards, and other
developed land is a major source of this
pollution.
Simple ways you can help
You can leave a legacy of clean, healthy
water for the next generation
Vehicles

Pets

Yards

Homes

Use a commercial
car wash and fix
auto leaks right
away

Use pesticides
sparingly, if at all,
and use compost
instead of fertilizer

Scoop the poop,
bag it, and toss it
in the trash, not in
the yard waste bin

Use nontoxic
cleaners in and
around your home,
and don’t stockpile
toxic chemicals

Our
streams
are in
trouble.
Puget
Sound
is in trouble.

We are the solution, and we can do something about it!

learn more
pugetsoundstartshere.org
More ways you can help Puget Sound

bothellwa.gov/drainrangers
Stormwater activities to try at home

Stormwater education presentations are
brought to your child’s classroom by

0010213405

6789ÿ8 7ÿÿÿ

)*+,-ÿ/+-01*2

345*67+41*ÿ89**,89:96ÿÿ

;ÿ"89<9ÿ#=89 ÿ%9ÿ8 ÿ9ÿ<7>8ÿ=87?ÿ99?ÿ8 =
 7<9ÿ7 ÿ89  ÿ7@=ÿ 7ÿÿ78ÿ8 ÿA 
7>87ÿ779>ÿ8ÿ>ÿAÿ 789 ÿ8 =87=ÿ%ÿ9778
8Bÿ7C8 ÿC9=?ÿ9789 ?ÿ  ?ÿ8 =ÿ>89 ÿ'ÿ8 ÿÿ8ÿ<
ÿ>8798ÿDEFFÿ ÿ7ÿ" ÿ( =ÿ(87ÿG7ÿ9ÿ
ÿ
HIJKLÿNOIÿPKQIÿPRKOQLNRIOÿISTIOUQIVRPÿPRWXIVRPÿYNVÿROZÿNRÿ[KQI\

]9,:^ÿ+ÿ_+41*2`1^ÿa5^1:

;9ÿ9>ÿÿ<8989 ÿ89C9Bÿ9CCÿ87?ÿ>87@7?ÿ8 =ÿ8
78Bÿÿb87ÿÿ8ÿ87=ÿ< 9 ÿ8 =ÿÿ9c
8<<=ÿBÿC7B9 ÿ77 =9 ÿ9

d+:89:+41ÿe59*ÿ345*67+41*ÿ/9-5f

(= ÿ8 ÿ7Bÿ9ÿ8>ÿ89C9Bÿÿ87ÿ>7ÿ8
7>87ÿ8 =ÿ88ÿB7ÿ8 8ÿ7>87ÿ7 <<

)58961-42

"87 cÿlB7ÿm"6ln

ghi:5*1ÿ4`1ÿ39*j+81

o-41*1241^ÿ,-ÿp*,-0,-0
)*+,-ÿ/+-01*2
89**,89:96ÿ45ÿq59*
28`55:rÿ

3,-kÿ5*ÿ37,6

sKVRNYRÿWP

G7cÿ8 ÿ8BÿA79> ÿ= ÿ8 ÿ=ÿÿÿ =78 =
ÿ=9<<7 ÿ ÿ7>8ÿ8 =ÿ9>7C9ÿ7<8
;9ÿ89C9Bÿÿ=> 78ÿ8ÿ8 ÿ ÿ=7 
8 =ÿ7ÿ@9=ÿ<ÿ8ÿÿ9ÿ7ÿ78>
11981516789 8 7!" #$%#&'#(

s[OUPRUÿsKS
(7<8ÿ87ÿ"7 78>
t7=98(
7ÿb8 8 
#>89 "7=ÿBÿ uONVPJN0RI13

)*+,-ÿ/+,-01*2ÿ3,4152ÿ

0010213405

6789ÿ8 7ÿÿÿ

67ÿÿ9ÿ7898ÿ899ÿ8ÿ 979 ÿ9 ÿ:7ÿ997;ÿ7<87
7 ::ÿ%=ÿÿ9>ÿ9ÿ ÿ8 ÿ8879ÿ:7ÿÿ(?#@ÿ 7;ÿ8ÿÿ3405ÿA
@998ÿB9<ÿB988ÿ9ÿCÿ >ÿ6Dÿ?9ÿ9ÿ8 ÿ8 8ÿ8 ÿ8
E78ÿÿ978989;ÿ:ÿÿ  9ÿ8 9ÿ:7<8ÿ:7ÿ<998ÿ8 9
9<8ÿ9ÿ8ÿ 9E

ÿ

FGHIJÿLJMNÿOÿPGNQRÿSQJNTUVQINÿWMXJYYZÿ[H\VX]IHÿ^X_GXIINGX`

a+bcdÿe5*1fÿ

'ÿ8 ÿ8ÿÿÿ79ÿ:ÿ7ÿ8ÿ6789ÿ8 7ÿ899ÿ789ÿ;
?78 ÿB9<

11981516789 8 7!" #$%#&'#(

(ÿC8 8 

"79ÿ;ÿ

ghijkli3mn13

0010213405

6789 9 ÿÿ89ÿ6

&'()*+,)-+

&,'(ÿ/+ÿ'ÿ0'()*+,)-1ÿ

ÿ234567859ÿ;ÿ89ÿ9<8;9ÿ7< ÿ797ÿ=>ÿ ;?ÿ789ÿ 7;<ÿ;<8ÿ7ÿ78;?@7ÿ@=7?9ÿ789ÿ Aÿ@?ÿ7ÿ7ÿ7B9C
897>Cÿÿ;9ÿ
ÿ
DEÿFEGÿH/I)ÿ/Jÿ'ÿ0'()*+,)-1ÿ
K;?BÿL@98;<ÿ69ÿ7ÿ;9ÿ;<ÿ7ÿ789 9 ÿMÿ>7889ÿ 99ÿA@ÿ;9CÿA@ÿ;9ÿ;<ÿ7ÿ789 9 ÿK 78Nÿ9?7@9
99A 99ÿ7;<ÿ=7ÿÿ789ÿ= ÿ9ÿ89ÿ7< ÿ;ÿ78ÿ=ÿ7ÿ789 9 ÿ6789 9 ÿ?7<ÿ9ÿ;ÿÿ>7ÿ89
;ÿ;8ÿ;<8ÿ8ÿ>7Oÿ789 9 ÿ7< ÿ7ÿ<@>9ÿ=ÿ@P7;<ÿK 9ÿ%7>>7>; ÿ6789 9 ÿ?9 ÿ89ÿ>7O;8A
=ÿ89ÿ?;8ACÿ7< ÿ89ÿQ7B9ÿ67 ;<8<1R9 7ÿ;9ÿ6789 9 ÿ?9 ÿ89ÿ@89<>8ÿ78ÿ=ÿ89ÿ?;8Aÿÿ
ÿ
6789 9 ÿ@< 7;9ÿ79ÿ9=;<9 ÿAÿ89ÿ9978;<ÿ=ÿ89ÿ7< Cÿ;8ÿ89ÿ; 98ÿ9978;<ÿ;<8CÿS;9CT
>7B;<ÿ89ÿ@< 7Aÿ=ÿ7ÿ789 9 ÿK 99ÿ;9ÿ79ÿ7ÿ?79 CÿS;;9TÿK 9ÿR<8;<9<87ÿU;;9ÿ=ÿ89ÿV%
=ÿ9W7>9Cÿ;ÿ;<ÿ89ÿ?BAÿX@<87;<ÿÿ89ÿ7;<ÿ7< ÿ<ÿ=7;<ÿ<ÿ89ÿ98ÿ;9ÿ=ÿ89ÿ;;9ÿ= ÿ;<8ÿ89
7?;=;?ÿY?97<ÿÿ89ÿ7;<ÿ7< ÿ<ÿ=7;<ÿ<ÿ89ÿ978ÿ;9ÿ=ÿ89ÿ;;9Cÿ<9ÿÿ789Cÿ9< ÿ@ÿ;<ÿ89ÿ87<8;?
Y?97<ÿÿ789ÿ;ÿ?<<9?89 ÿ%;>9ÿ?;?9ÿ;<ÿ@ÿ7;Aÿ7?8;;8;9ÿ7==9?8ÿ89ÿL@7;8Aÿ=ÿ789ÿ878ÿ9ÿ ;<Bÿ7<
89ÿ789ÿ878ÿ=; ÿ7< ÿ89ÿ;;=9ÿ9Aÿ<
Q97<ÿ7@8ÿ7><ÿ7;878ÿ?<978;<ÿ9==8ÿ;<ÿ@ÿ789 9 
Z34567859ÿ[\95]ÿ^6\_ÿ̀63abÿc3bd567ÿef66agf]f_

881189710216789 9  !"6#$ %

%99?8ÿQ7<@79

99 ÿAÿ

h63b7]304512

0010213405

6789 9 ÿÿ89ÿ6

&'()*ÿ,-,.)ÿ

/012345ÿ7389ÿ:;<=ÿ>8?<5@ABÿC2DB;52ÿ
E"Fÿ7ÿ789 9 Gÿ89ÿ7HFGÿ89ÿH9 Gÿ89ÿ7I9ÿ7F ÿ987F Gÿ99FÿJÿ HFIHFÿ789ÿ79ÿ7ÿ78ÿKÿ7FÿHF8HL789
LML9ÿ7HFÿK7HFÿFÿ89ÿ7F ÿ7IÿHF8ÿ89ÿ978NÿO9ÿJFÿKKÿ8ÿ897O NÿO9ÿ97789ÿ9K9ÿH8ÿ97L9
89ÿ978ÿP 9ÿ789ÿ878ÿ7IÿHF8ÿ89ÿJF ÿ9LO9ÿ78ÿKÿ89ÿJF 789ÿ7F ÿK99 ÿ897O ÿ7F
987F ÿ7F ÿJH9ÿOJLÿKÿJÿ HFIHFÿ789ÿ%JK7L9ÿJFKKÿKO ÿ897O Gÿ89FÿH9 ÿ878ÿ99F8J7M
9O8MÿHF8ÿJ98ÿ%JF ÿH9 ÿ79ÿ89ÿHFÿ878ÿ89ÿLML9ÿHÿIHF98JFHFÿ789ÿ8ÿ89ÿL97Fÿ 99ÿH8
97789GÿKO ÿLJ Gÿ7F ÿK7ÿ77HFE

&)ÿ'..ÿ.QR)ÿSTUVW(*)'XY

Z)'*VÿXT*)

&[Q,[ÿU'()*W[)SÿSTÿU)ÿ.QR)ÿQV\ÿ

]8ÿFMÿ9ÿ89ÿL9ÿ8ÿLJF8H9GÿJ8ÿ9ÿ7ÿL9ÿ8ÿO7^ÿ789 9 ÿ89ÿ%7OO7OH ÿ6789 9
7F ÿ89ÿ_9 7ÿH91̀7I9ÿ67 HF8Fÿ6789 9 ÿ
%7OO7OH ÿ6789 9 ÿO7
_9 7ÿH91̀7I9ÿ67 HF8Fÿ6789 9 ÿO7
%99L8ÿ̀7FJ79

881189710216789 9  !"6#$ %

99 ÿMÿ

a3b<Bcb35212

00169
0213ÿ
47
0
5ÿ79ÿ7ÿ&'(9ÿ)ÿ789

,8ÿ-99.
%7(ÿ-99.
/+889ÿ97ÿ-99.
0 9ÿ-99.
1'7&+87ÿ-99.

9 ÿ'*7+&ÿ+&ÿ867989ÿ9 ÿÿ89ÿ6

2345ÿ789:

89ÿ;99.ÿ(7ÿ<=>?
89ÿ+(9+'ÿ')7;9ÿ+&ÿ@+&ÿ-'&8Aÿ<=>?
89ÿ789 9 ÿ7& ÿ;99.ÿ(7ÿ<=>?
89ÿ789 9 ÿ(7ÿ<=>?

BCDEFÿHICÿJKFLM
NDHCEOICPÿQMEPOÿ

ÿ
R58ST8U54:Vÿ%';9ÿ)ÿ7ÿ897(ÿ
ÿ
W8U54:X5SVÿY 9ÿ7& ÿ)(ÿ +;ÿ7+&ÿ;9;8ÿ7& ÿ'&ÿ8ÿ7ÿ+&9ÿ+&8ÿ
ÿ
Z43[\ST8U54Vÿ6789ÿ878ÿ+9ÿ9&978ÿ89ÿ978]ÿ')7;9ÿ
ÿ
^U347T8U54Vÿ6789ÿ878ÿ+&9ÿ878ÿ789 9 ÿ+&8ÿ897( _ÿ+9 _ÿ7.9_ÿ7& ÿ'98ÿ%'& ÿ
ÿ
`\abcU48Ub3\VÿY 9ÿÿ(9(9&8ÿ)ÿ789ÿ)(ÿ89ÿ')7;9ÿ8ÿ89ÿ'& 789ÿ
ÿ
RdS43c3ebfVÿ9789 ÿ8ÿ789ÿ+&ÿ7ÿ+8ÿ)( ÿ
ÿ
gh[ba54Vÿ&ÿ'& 9'& ÿ789ÿ'Aÿ)+&ÿ8 ' ÿ7& ÿ7& ÿ79

881189710216789 9  !"6#$ %

%99;8ÿ/7&'79

99 ÿAÿ

i48\:c82U512

Nature Vision
Schools by Agency
Schedule Date: From Jan 1, 2018 to Jun 30, 2018;
Sponsor = City of Bothell - KCD
Sponsored by: City of Bothell - KCD

Maywood Hills Elementary

Teacher

Grade

Program

Date

Invoice#

Sarah Adkinson

1

Watershed Ecosystem

22

29-Mar-18

6549

Katie Andrews

1

Watershed Ecosystem

22

29-Mar-18

6549

Janet Hudson

1

Watershed Ecosystem

23

30-Mar-18

6549

Karly Gnoinsky

1

Watershed Ecosystem

22

30-Mar-18

6549

Maxine Miceli

1

Watershed Ecosystem

22

30-Mar-18

6549

Date

Invoice#

Total # of Programs for School = 5

# Class

Total # of Students = 111

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - KCD

Westhill Elementary

Teacher

Grade

Program

Ashley Amundsen

2

Water Cycle Terrariums

23

05-Feb-18

6515

Sherry Yuhan

2

Water Cycle Terrariums

23

05-Feb-18

6515

Reesa Olivares

2

Water Cycle Terrariums

23

05-Feb-18

6515

Noelle Orkney

K

Watershed Ecosystem

20

23-Apr-18

Emily Mickelberry

K

Watershed Ecosystem

20

23-Apr-18

Kathleen McGuinness

K

Watershed Ecosystem

20

23-Apr-18

Kelly Grindley

K

Watershed Ecosystem

20

23-Apr-18

Maureen Baris

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

21

10-May-18

Lisa Basher

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

21

10-May-18

Caitlin Doyle

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

21

10-May-18

Keyna Shumaker

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

21

10-May-18

Total # of Programs for School = 11

# Class

Total # of Students = 233

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - KCD

Woodin Elementary

Teacher

Grade

Program

Kirsten Jackson

3

Salmon Cycles

Michelle Steele

3

Christine Ro

Date

Invoice#

23

04-Jan-18

6497

Salmon Cycles

23

04-Jan-18

6497

3

Salmon Cycles

23

04-Jan-18

6497

Christine Ro

3

Water Cycle Terrariums

23

25-Jan-18

6497

Michelle Steele

3

Water Cycle Terrariums

23

25-Jan-18

6497

Kirsten Jackson

3

Water Cycle Terrariums

23

25-Jan-18

6497

Felicia Ajer

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

30

13-Mar-18

6549

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

# Class

Page 1 of 2

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - KCD

Woodin Elementary

Teacher

Grade

Program

Rachel Hoover

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

Andrea Algiers

1

Water Cycle Terrariums

Total # of Programs for School = 9

Total # of Sponsored Programs = 25

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

# Class

Date

Invoice#

30

13-Mar-18

6549

30

13-Mar-18

6549

Total # of Students = 228

Total # of Students = 572

Page 2 of 2

Nature Vision
Schools by Agency
Schedule Date: From Jan 1, 2018 to Jun 30, 2018;
Sponsor = City of Bothell - Sno
Crystal Springs Elementary

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - Sno

Teacher

Grade

Program

Tammy Fassett
Todd Parker
Kimberly Rhoades
Ms. Williams
Shelby Hemp
Shui Li-Green
Rebecca Sharp
Jennifer Murphy
Leinani Manabat
Lydia Voss

2
2
2
2
K
K
K
K
K
K

Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums
Water Cycle Terrariums

Total # of Programs for School = 10
Shelton View Elementary

# Class

Invoice#

22-Mar-18
22-Mar-18
22-Mar-18
22-Mar-18
26-Apr-18
26-Apr-18
26-Apr-18
26-Apr-18
26-Apr-18
26-Apr-18

6550
6550
6550
6550

Date

Invoice#

Total # of Students = 214

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - Sno

Teacher

Grade

Program

Lynn Anderson
Tory Nelson
Laurie Walloch
Jan Clements
Jan Clements
Laurie Walloch
Tory Nelson
Lynn Anderson

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Water Cycles Round
Water Cycles Round
Water Cycles Round
Water Cycles Round
Water Conservation
Water Conservation
Water Conservation
Water Conservation

Total # of Programs for School = 8
Skyview Middle

# Class
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20

04-Jun-18
04-Jun-18
04-Jun-18
04-Jun-18
07-Jun-18
07-Jun-18
07-Jun-18
07-Jun-18

Total # of Students = 160

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - Sno

Teacher

Grade

Program

Lorie Hardwick
Lorie Hardwick
Lorie Hardwick
Rebecca Kull
Rebecca Kull

6
6
6
6
6

Watershed Ecosystem
Watershed Ecosystem
Watershed Ecosystem
Watershed Ecosystem
Watershed Ecosystem

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

25
25
25
25
19
19
19
19
19
19

Date

# Class
30
30
30
30
30

Date

Invoice#

07-May-18
07-May-18
07-May-18
08-May-18
08-May-18
Page 1 of 2

Skyview Middle

Sponsored by: City of Bothell - Sno

Teacher

Grade

Program

Jon Bahr

6

Watershed Ecosystem

Total # of Programs for School = 6

Total # of Sponsored Programs
554

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

# Class

Date

Invoice#

30 08-May-18

Total # of Students = 180

24 Total # of Students =

Page 2 of 2

2018
City of Bothell’s
Water Education Programs
Final Evaluation Results

December 31, 2018

Prepared for

Prepared by

Surface Water Division
18415 101st Avenue NE
Bothell, WA 98011

Brightwater Center
22505 State Route 9 SE
Woodinville, WA 98072

Final Evaluation Results for the City of Bothell
Water Quality Education Programs 2018
Description and Purpose
The City of Bothell’s Water Quality Education Program continues to educate students about
pollution prevention, stormwater quality, and watershed ecosystem health. Students that
participate in these workshops learn how natural water systems keep our water healthy, how
human built water systems interact with these natural systems, and what we can all do to be
good stewards of our watershed. This program is helping to create awareness and foster
sustainable practices and behaviors in the City of Bothell.
This report presents the results from the ninth year of evaluating these programs.

Evaluation Goals and Methods
The evaluation was designed to measure:
Goal 1: Student Retention: To evaluate the retention of lessons in short-term and long-term
student memory (short term immediately following the lessons, long term after 60 days). We
made the change to 60 day surveys from 90 day as we have found teachers are more likely to
return long term surveys on this schedule.
Method 1- select classroom surveys




Method 2- follow-up surveys after 60 days when applicable
Method 3- student letter analysis
Method 4- select student responses to essay questions

Goal 2: Teacher Satisfaction: To evaluate how the program is received by teachers, i.e. are
the workshops helping teachers meet state and local education standards and therefore desired
by teachers as a teaching resource.


Method 5- post workshop email survey

Goal 3: Agency Goals Met: To evaluate how we can more directly meet agency goals within
NPDES permit and budget parameters.


Method 6- classroom observations (done by City of Bothell, not included in this report)

Results
The 5 question classroom evaluation surveys given before and after each workshop show
significant short-term retention of key facts by students at the elementary school level.
Significant is defined as a 10 point or greater spread between pre and post-surveys. Four
NV1

elementary level classes of students participated in the surveys. The survey results showed that
the 65 students that participated had an average score of 63% on the survey prior to the
workshop (pre-survey). The 65 students that participated in the post-survey had an average
score of 81.2% immediately following the workshop. The classes took place too late in the
school year for 60 day surveys to be possible.
The 5 question classroom evaluation surveys given before and after each workshop show
significant short-term retention of key facts by students at the secondary school level as well.
Six secondary level classes of students participated in the surveys. The survey results showed
that the 165 students that participated had an average score of 56.3% on the survey prior to the
workshop (pre-survey). The 165 students that participated in the post-survey had an average
score of 84.9% immediately following the workshop. The classes took place too late in the
school year for 60 day surveys to be possible.

Pre/Post Surveys
90
80
70
60
50

Elementary

40

Secondary

30
20
10
0
Pre-Survey

Post-Survey

No letters containing content were sent in during the survey period, despite leaving prompts and
postage paid envelopes at schools, and reminding teachers via email. Teachers again
indicated that they did not have time for letters due to prolonged testing periods in schools this
spring. Some letters sent in were meant as simple thank you letters and delivered to the City of
Bothell.

Select student responses to questions
Further examination of specific survey questions yielded significant results as well. These
results are presented below. For fill-in questions, results were compiled by the number of
students that responded the same way. For example, if a student response to How can we help
NV2

keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and the Puget Sound healthy? is Pick up after your dog
10 students, that means that 10 students responded to this question in the same way in the
class or combined classes. Many students list multiple options on fill-in questions. We only
compile the answers to the fill in questions on post-surveys, as pre-survey fill in questions have
little to no information from students.
Water Cycles Round
 Water Cycles Round - Bothell – 4 June 2018 - Shelton View - Anderson
Question #5: List 3 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Do not pollute / 5 students
 Pick up trash / 6 students
 Do not litter / 10 students
 Pick up pet waste / 6 students
 Teach people not to litter / 5 students
 Don't use oil near water / 2 students


Water Cycles Round - Bothell – 4 June 2018 - Shelton View - Clements
Question #5: List 3 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Do not litter / 11 students
 Do not pollute / 6 students
 Do not let oil leak / 3 students
 Pick up pet waste / 6 students
 Use cars less / 1 student
 Pick up trash / 1 student



Water Cycles Round - Bothell – 4 June 2018 - Shelton View - Nelson
Question #5: List 3 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Do not litter / 10 students
 Pick up pet waste / 3 students
 Stop polluting / 2 students
 Do not dump chemicals / 2 students
 Picking up trash / 2 students
 Properly wash car / 1 student
 Keep storm water clean / 1 student



Water Cycles Round - Bothell – 4 June 2018 - Shelton View - Walloch
Question #5: List 3 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Properly wash car / 2 students
 Stop polluting / 4 students
 Recycle / 2 students
 Check car for leaks/ 2 students
 Don't litter / 13 students
NV3







Pick up trash / 6 students
Don't release balloons / 1 student
Keep hair out of the drain / 1 student
Pick up pet waste / 1 student
Don't put anything down storm drain / 2 students

Watershed Ecosystems
 Watershed Ecosystems - Bothell – 7 May 2018 – Skyview - Bahr
Question #5: List 5 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Keep storm drains clean / 9 students
 Don't put paint in sink / 1 student
 Use water in moderation / 2 students
 Do not pollute/litter / 26 students
 Educate others on Pollution / 2 students
 Research Pollution/ 1 student
 Carpool, bus, bike, walk, etc. Instead of cars/ 1 student
 Pick up dog poop / 18 students
 Put cigarettes in right disposal / 20 students
 Clean oil spills / 4 students
 Use Compost and not Fertilizers / 1 student
 Don't use pesticides / 3 students
 Put out more trash cans on street/ 1 student
 Use Carwash / 16 students
 Reusable bags/containers / 11 students


Watershed Ecosystems - Bothell – 7 May 2018 – Skyview - Hardwick 1
Question #5: List 5 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Keep storm drains clean / 15 Students
 Keep oil/soap out of water / 15 students
 Use water in moderation / 11 students
 Do not pollute/litter / 26 students
 Don't let the faucet run / 4 students
 Fix leaks / 2 students
 Recycle / 11 students
 Educate others on Pollution / 1 student
 Research Pollution/ 3 students



Watershed Ecosystems - Bothell – 7 May 2018 – Skyview - Hardwick 2
Question #5: List 5 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Keep storm drains clean / 3 students
 Use water in moderation / 4 students
 Do not pollute/litter / 24 students
 Educate others on Pollution / 9 students
 Research Pollution/ 2 students
 Carpool, bus, bike, walk, etc. Instead of cars/ 11 students
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Pick up dog/animal waste / 3 students
Electric car / 2 students
Clean oil spills / 4 students
Don't use pesticides / 3 students
Make rain gardens / 1 student
Plant more trees / 11 students
Stop building factories / 2 students
Keeping trash out of the toilet / 1 student



Watershed Ecosystems - Bothell – 7 May 2018 – Skyview - Hardwick 3
Question #5: List 5 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Use water in moderation / 6 students
 Do not pollute/litter / 26 students
 Don't let the faucet run / 4 students
 Recycle / 6 students
 Educate others on Pollution / 2 students
 Pick up dog poop / 19 students
 Clean oil spills / 5 students
 Use Compost and not Fertilizers / 12 students
 Don't use pesticides / 13 students



Watershed Ecosystems - Bothell – 7 May 2018 – Skyview - Kull 1
Question #5: List 5 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Keep storm drains clean / 1 student
 Don't put paint in sink / 1 student
 Use water in moderation / 5 students
 Do not pollute/litter / 25 students
 Recycle / 3 students
 Educate others on Pollution / 2 students
 Carpool, bus, bike, walk, etc. Instead of cars/ 13 students
 Pick up dog poop / 17 students
 Electric car / 4 students
 Put cigarettes in right disposal / 5 students
 Clean oil spills / 2 students
 Use Compost and not Fertilizers / 1 student
 Don't use pesticides / 3 students
 Put out more trash cans on street/ 5 students
 Use eco-friendly products / 1 student
 Make rain gardens / 2 students
 Use Carwash / 1 student



Watershed Ecosystems - Bothell – 7 May 2018 – Skyview - Kull 2
Question #5: List 5 ways you can keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget
Sound healthy.
Post-Survey:
 Keep storm drains clean / 1 student
 Don't put paint in sink / 9 students
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Do not pollute/litter / 19 students
Don't let the faucet run / 2 students
Fix leaks / 1 student
Recycle / 8 students
Educate others on Pollution / 1 student
Carpool, bus, bike, walk, etc. Instead of cars/ 11 students
Pick up dog poop / 9 students
Electric car / 9 students
5-10 min. Shower / 1 student
Put cigarettes in right disposal / 8 students
Clean oil spills / 5 students

Teacher Satisfaction Results 2018
This program was great and Rachel was fantastic! She was engaging with the kids and had
great classroom management. I would love to use the programs in the classroom next year. I
have letters from the kiddos coming your way with some stories and things they have learned!
-Reesa Olivares, Westhill Elementary
This program was wonderful and my students love their terrariums! Rachel was knowledgeable
and great with the kids. I would love to do another program from Nature Vision next year. Earlier
in the year we learned about cycles and only spend 1 day on the water cycle so the review and
further understanding or the water cycle was good for the kids. I heard them saying I remember
this from before but now we get to see rain in our own cup! Also many of them said they were
excited to show their parents and siblings when they got home. Thank you for your time and
knowledge! I would highly encourage this sponsor to fund this program next year.
-Ashley Amundsen, Westhill Elementary
Kirsten did a fantastic job engaging the students in her presentation and being patient with the
students during the project. She responded well to student questions and comments, adding to
students' current knowledge and corrected some misunderstandings. I appreciated her
efficiency as well. I would love to have this program next year and encourage the City of Bothell
to continue fund Nature Visions visits to schools.
-Kirsten Jackson, Woodin Elementary
Are there any improvements you would like to suggest? No, the program was great as is!
Would you like to see these programs in your school next year? Yes!
Also, we would like to hear any special stories or examples of how this program helped your
students gain awareness, understanding, or appreciation of ecological concepts. Learning about
the water cycle and making terrariums really set my students up for success for the plant and
animal survival science unit.
Would you encourage this sponsor to fund this program next year? Yes!
-Brittany Williams, Crystal Springs Elementary
The program was great. My Kinders really enjoyed making the terrariums. Mike was so on their
level. I just wish that there was more time discussing the water cycle as we had to zip through it.
I would definitely like to do this again next year!
-Shui Li-Green, Crystal Springs Elementary
NV6

The program was engaging and age appropriate. The children had fun and it was wellorchestrated. Additionally, Mr. Mike was excellent. His time spent addressing the class was
personable, engaging, and clear enough for kindergarteners to understand. He was well
organized. It was a great additional supplement to what we are already doing regarding science
and the environment. This program helped give students a visual example of what the water
cycle is and helped us to start thinking about water awareness and how we can be more
conservative. It was an informative and engaging experience and the kids loved it.
-Shelby Hemp, Crystal Springs Elementary
Are there any improvements you would like to suggest? No
Would you like to see these programs in your school next year? Yes
Also, we would like to hear any special stories or examples of how this program helped your
students gain awareness, understanding, or appreciation of ecological concepts. I had a guest
teacher the day Nature Vision presented this year, but the kids shared about all the learning and
exploration they experienced, and it sounded amazing as usual. I also heard that the instructor
was knowledgable and great with management.
Would you encourage this sponsor to fund this program next year? Definitely!
-Noelle Orkney, Westhill Elementary
Thank you for reaching out. I did the "Water Cycle Terrariums" program with a first grade class
of mine a few years ago, but I think I loved the program/presentation even more this time
around. Kirsten was wonderful. My kids totally enjoyed themselves. I have no improvements to
share, but I definitely want to see this programs in our school next year. This is a silly story, but
the kids and I ate lunch outside this week to enjoy the beautiful weather. One of my students
accidentally spilled his chocolate milk and another student said, "Well next time it rains it is
going to rain chocolate milk! The water cycle at work!" He was thinking! I would encourage the
City of Bothell - KCD to continue to sponsor this program next year. It is great!
-Keyna Shumaker, Westhill Elementary
The program was engaging and age appropriate. The children had fun and it was wellorchestrated. Additionally, Mr. Mike was excellent. His time spent addressing the class was
personable, engaging, and clear enough for kindergarteners to understand. He was well
organized. It was a great additional supplement to what we are already doing regarding science
and the environment. This program helped give students a visual example of what the water
cycle is and helped us to start thinking about water awareness and how we can be more
conservative. It was an informative and engaging experience and the kids loved it.
-Shelby Hemp, Crystal Springs Elementary
Mike was amazing and worked so well with our Kindergarteners. Mike did an especially great
job of connecting with the students and using the classroom to know how to call on students by
name and groups without teacher assistance. We would definitely like this program at our
school next year!
-Leinani Manabat, Crystal Springs Elementary
Are there any improvements you would like to suggest? No
Would you like to see these programs in your school next year? Yes
Also, we would like to hear any special stories or examples of how this program helped your
students gain awareness, understanding, or appreciation of ecological concepts. This presenter
NV7

did an excellent job of classroom management and the students were very engaged. I am
happy that the learnings were incorporated with the science we are currently learning.
-Janet Clements, Shelton View Elementary

Discussion
This ninth year of evaluating the City of Bothell Water Quality Education Programs has shown
the programs to be effective in helping students learn about and understand stormwater quality,
pollution prevention, how natural water systems work, and human interactions with these water
systems. Additionally, students have learned best management practices to help keep our
watershed healthy alongside their families and friends.
The short term retention of the key messages and concepts is on par with previous results.
Students are showing an excellent points spread between pre and post surveys, indicating
significant short term retention. We did not receive any 60 days data back due to the timing of
the classes surveyed.
Exposure to key messages in schools each year is helping students to develop the desired
culture of sustainability in our watersheds. We believe this is a result of students taking classes
with us year to year as they progress through grade levels, and schools being willing to
integrate standard-supportive environmental education programming into their curriculum.
Students that participate in these classes as they progress through elementary and secondary
education have a strong knowledge base so we can take them much further in their learning,
and thus willingness to take action.

NV8

Appendix: Surveys
Water Cycles Round 4-5 | Bothell | Date | School | Teacher - Grade
1) The water cycle is a process where:
a) People clean and recycle water in treatment plants
b) Nature cleans and recycles water over and over again
c) People take water out of the environment to use
2) Water is a finite resource, which means:
a) There is enough water for all living things to survive comfortably
b) There is a limited amount of water on the planet for all to use
c) It goes through the water cycle
3) Water conservation means:
a) Protecting the environment so that it does not change
b) Holding more water for people and less for wildlife
c) A careful preservation and protection of water supply
4) Since almost 75% of Earth is covered in water, we do not need to worry about running out
of water we can use.
a) True
b) False
5) List 5 ways you can help keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget Sound healthy.
Watershed Ecosystems 6-8 | Bothell | Date | School | Teacher - Grade
1) A watershed is:
a) A building where water is stored and treated
b) An area of land where water drains and collects at the lowest spot
c) An area set aside to protect wildlife
2) A wetland is:
a) An area of land that is always covered in water
b) A unique ecosystem that has hydric soil and water-loving plants
c) An area of land that has quick sand
3) Water is a(an):
a) Finite Resource
b) Infinite Resource
4) Roads and parking lots are also part of our watershed.
a) True
b) False
5) List 5 ways you can help keep water in our rivers, lakes, streams and Puget Sound healthy.
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Vehicle Leaks

WHERE WATER
POLLUTION STARTS

More than 60% of water
pollution comes from things
like leaking fluid from cars,
fertilizers and pesticides,
and pet waste. All these
sources add up to a big
pollution problem. Today's
biggest source of water
pollution isn't industry, it's
households like ours.
But each of us can do small
things to help clean up our
water. It starts with realizing
that our sewers and storm
systems are separate.
Whatever goes into storm
drains flows - untreated directly into our streams,
lakes, rivers, and eventually
Puget Sound. This includes
leaking auto fluids.

CONTACT US
City of Bothell
Surface Water Division
18415 101st Ave NE
Bothell, WA 98011
425-806-6104
bothellwa.gov/vehicleleaks

SPILL HOTLINE
425-806-6750

VEHICLE
LEAKS

How to check for leaks
and why it matters

DON'T DRIP & DRIVE!

fixcarleaks.org

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM
WITH AUTO FLUIDS?
Most auto fluids don't dissolve in
water. They last a long time and stick
to everything from sand to bird
feathers.
Oil and other petroleum products
are toxic to people, wildlife, and
plants. One pint of oil can make a
slick larger than a football field!
Rain washes the fluids that leak from
our vehicles onto driveways, roads,
and into storm drains.

A FEW THINGS TO
THINK ABOUT
Oil, antifreeze, and brake fluids
contain heavy metals that can harm
aquatic wildlife. The oil from just one
oil change can pollute up to a million
gallons of water.
Used motor oil is the largest single
source of oil pollution in our lakes,
streams, and rivers. Americans spill
180 million gallons of used oil each
year into our waters. This is 16 times
the amount in the Exxon Valdez
spilled in Alaska (the oil spill that
killed over half a million birds and
other wildlife in 1989).

HOW YOU CAN HELP
STOP DRIPS

Check for oil leaks regularly and fix
them promptly. Keep your vehicle
tuned to reduce oil use.

USE GROUND CLOTHS OR DRIP
PANS

Put them under your vehicle if you
have leaks or you're doing engine
work. Clean up spills immediately.
Collect all used oil and other fluids in
containers with tight fitting lids.
Don't mix different engine fluids.

USE CAT LITTER

Soak up leaked oil with cat litter, then
throw it in the trash once it's dry.

DON'T DUMP FLUIDS DOWN A
STORM DRAIN

Never dispose of oil or other engine
fluids down the storm drain, on the
ground, or into a ditch. Dumping
auto fluids into storm drains is just
like dumping the materials directly
into a local body of water.

RECYCLE AUTO FLUIDS

Recycle used motor oil and other
auto fluids. Some auto supply stores
and gas stations accept them, or visit
the Wastemobile (hazwastehelp.org).

BUY RECYCLED MOTOR OIL
Use double refined motor oil.

HOW TO CHECK YOUR
VEHICLE FOR LEAKS

1. Park your vehicle somewhere you can
safely access its underside.
2. Slide a white drip sheet or large piece of
paper under the front of your vehicle
(beneath the engine and as soon as you turn
off your car, so the engine is still warm).
3. Leave the sheet in place for a few hours.
Keep it secure with rocks or something
heavy.
4. Remove the sheet and check for any drips
and leaks.
5. Use the color chart below and note the
color, texture, location, and odor of any
leaking fluid.
6. Contact your mechanic (or visit
fixcarleaks.org for a list) for further
evaluation and to repair any leaks.
7. Keep cardboard or something similar
under your vehicle to catch any drips until
it's fully repaired.
Engine oil
Light brown to black, very
greasy, thick, and found
under front half of the
vehicle

Brake fluid
Clear to brown, slightly
yellow and slick, and often
appears near a wheel

Transmission fluid

Antifreeze/coolant

Reddish pink and thin or
brown and thick, might
smell burnt, found in middle
and towards front of car

Neon yellow, green, orange
or pink, greasy, found in
front part of vehicle near
radiator or under engine

Power steering fluid
Amber, reddish, or clear,
near very front of vehicle

Wiper fluid

Bright blue or orange, very
thin, smells slightly of
alcohol
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CARING FOR YOUR
SEPTIC SYSTEM
Maintenance Dos & Don'ts

Do

Don't

KEEP ACCURATE RECORDS

USE UNNECESSARY ADDITIVES

You should keep any as-builts, repair
documentation, and a maintenance
record of septic inspection and
pumping.

Research indicates that additives don't
provide any real value for your system.

KEEP BACTERIA WORKING

IGNORE WARNING SIGNS

Living organisms in your septic system
and drain field make the system work.
You'll kill these essential organisms by
using too much chlorine, antibacterial
soap, disinfectants, acids, lye,
medicines, pesticides, and paint.
Dispose of these items at a household
hazardous waste facility.

Signs include pipes draining slowly or
gurgling, sewage smell, water backing
up in sinks, showers, or basements,
and increased standing or soggy water
over your drain field.

COMPOST FOOD WASTE, FATS,
AND OILS

FLUSH THINGS THAT WON'T
DEGRADE

Limit the amount of fats, oils, and food
waste entering your system. Solids
require you to pump your system more
frequently. Fats and oils clog your
pipes and increase the amount of
scum in your system. Food waste can't
break down properly and will clog
your drain field. Compost your food
waste instead.

Coffee grounds, diapers, bones,
tampons, napkins, paper towels,
cigarette butts, floss, and any kind of
packaging should always go in the
trash, not your toilet.

MINIMIZE RAINWATER RUNOFF

DAMAGE YOUR DRAIN FIELD

Divert your downspouts away from
your septic tank and drain field.

Don't plant large trees over your drain
pipe system, and never drive over your
drain field.

Septic drain field pipes

SCHEDULE MAINTENANCE
REGULARLY
Your system won't function properly
without regular maintenance and
pumping. Pumping is a fraction of the
cost of replacing your whole system.
Schedule a maintenance check every 1
to 3 years, depending on what type of
system you have.

www.bothellwa.gov/septic
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Don’t feed those birds!

Why shouldn't you feed the birds?
Short answer: Because it's bad for them.
Bread and similar products like crackers, chips, donuts and
popcorn offer little nutritional value for ducks, geese, and
other birds. Bread is like junk food for the birds, and too
much of it can lead to excessive weight and malnutrition, as
well as a host of other problems.

What happens when you feed the birds?
Feeding ducks, geese, and other birds at all leads to lots of problems for the birds and for us.
Malnutrition: When we feed birds human foods,
their babies don t get adequate nutrition for proper
growth and will not learn to forage for natural
foods.
Overcrowding: When easy food is abundant,
birds lay more eggs. This makes it hard for them to
find healthy food sources and it increases the
likelihood of territorial aggression.
Pollution: A large amount of bird waste creates
problems on the ground and in our water. We have
discovered high levels of bird fecal matter in our
streams, which makes contact with the water a
health risk for humans.
Loss of natural behavior: When birds become
accustomed to getting food from us, they lose their
natural fear of humans and can become
aggressive. Have you ever gotten a little too close
to a Canadian goose?

Learn more
Visit bothellwa.gov/birdfeeding for more about birds.
Check out bothellwa.gov/pugetsound for ways you can
Help keep Puget Sound healthy.

Disease: When you feed the birds, you increase
the spread of disease in three ways: 1) by causing
birds to come in closer contact with us than they
normally would, 2) by creating higher levels of
bacteria-infested fecal matter that cause a number
of diseases, and 3) subjecting entire waterfowl
flocks to a fatal lung infection that can happen
when they eat moldy bread.
Unwanted pe sts: Food attracts unwelcome
pests like mice, rats, and insects. These pests
harbor even more diseases that are health risks for
humans.
Habitat degradation: Providing food attracts
large groups of birds beyond what the natural
ecosystem can support. These large groups can
wreak havoc on natural areas causing erosion,
increased fecal matter on the ground and in our
water, and a nasty mess for others sharing the
space.
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Only rain down
storm drainS
Indoor drains carry wastewater
to the sewer for treatment

Protect
water quality
for future
generations

Outside drains, called storm drains,
carry rain directly to local streams
and lakes without treatment

• Use a commercial
car wash
• Fix vehicle leaks
• Scoop pet waste and place it
in the trash
• Avoid harmful pesticides and
fertilizers

Ad by Bellevue Stream Team
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As our thanks, you'll get a

CHINOOK BOOK MOBILE
COUPON ACCESS CODE
Smartphone required to use mobile
coupons on the Chinook Book app

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Thanks for pledging to protect Bothell's waterways and Puget Sound!

Before you begin, here's a bit of background about stormwater.
Most of the storm drains in Bothell empty directly into the nearest creek, stream,
river, or wetland. So whenever it rains, anything we've left on the ground like vehicle
oil, dog poop, and even the stuff we can't see like yard chemicals, makes its way to
our local waters. This survey teaches you simple ways you can help protect the
water around you.
This is a picture of a storm drain. Water flows into it and travels -- untreated -- to our
local waterways.

Now...let's get started!

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Enough about me, let's talk about you

What's your name?
First
Last

* Are you a Bothell resident?
Yes

No

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Use a commercial car wash

By taking your car to a commercial car wash or washing your vehicle on your lawn,
you're preventing heavy metals, oils, and soap from entering Bothell's waterways.
Thanks for promising to wash your car the right way!

* I promise to wash my car the right way.
I will take my car to a commercial car wash every time.

I don't have a car.

If I can't make it to a car wash, I will wash my car on the
lawn and make sure wash water doesn't overflow into
ditches, streets, or storm drains.

I can't commit to this.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Scoop the poop, bag it, and put it in the trash

By scooping your dog's poop, you're helping reduce health risks to your family and
neighbors while keeping your yard clean, and you're preventing disease-causing
organisms from entering Bothell's waterways. Thanks for promising to scoop the
poop!

* I promise to scoop my pet's poop -- even in my own backyard -- bag it, and put it in the trash.
I promise to do this.
I don't have a dog.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Check for vehicle leaks

I can't commit to this.

By checking your vehicle for leaks, you're keeping oil, gas, and other harmful fluids
from entering Bothell's waterways. Thanks for promising to check your vehicle for
leaks!

* I promise to check my vehicle for leaks at least once a year and fix any leaks I find as soon as I can.
I promise to do this.
I don't have a car.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Don't use harmful chemicals in your yard

I can't commit to this.

When you use less pesticides in your yard, or no pesticides at all, you're keeping
kids, pets, and our community safer while also reducing the amount of chemicals
entering Bothell's waterways. Thanks for promising to think twice before using
pesticides!

* I promise to use non-chemical choices for preventing weeds and bugs whenever possible, and to
use less pesticides if I do use them.
I promise not to use pesticides.

I don't have a yard or garden.

I promise to use less pesticides.

I can't commit to this.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Teach others about storm drains

As we said at the beginning of this survey, most storm drains in Bothell lead
straight to the nearest waterbody. This means that whatever goes on the ground -like car wash soap, pet waste, oil, and yard chemicals -- eventually gets washed by
the rain into Bothell's waterways.

* I promise to tell at least one other person about storm drains and their direct connection with our
local waterways.
I promise to do this.
I can't commit to this.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Would you like a Chinook Book?

In exchange for your honest answers to the following questions, we're offering you
a Chinook Book mobile coupon access code. Chinook Book gives you 12 months of
access through your smartphone to nearly 700 coupons you can use at
environmentally-friendly businesses throughout Puget Sound.
About the Chinook Book mobile coupon access code
In order to use the coupons, you must have a smartphone that meets these operating
system requirements: iOS 8.0 and higher or Android 4.0 and higher.
* Would you like to receive a Chinook Book mobile coupon access code as our thanks for taking this
pledge? The code gives you access to over 700 mobile coupons for environmentally-friendly
businesses throughout Puget Sound.
Yes, please! I have a smartphone and would like to receive my Chinook Book mobile coupon access code by email.
No thanks, I'm okay just taking the pledge.

Chinook Book mobile coupon app

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

How to receive your Chinook Book mobile coupon access code

Remember, you need a smartphone to be able to download and use the Chinook
Book mobile coupon app.
Please enter your email address in order to receive your free Chinook Book mobile coupon access
code. WE WILL NOT USE YOUR INFORMATION FOR ANY PURPOSE OUTSIDE OF THIS PLEDGE.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Follow-up survey in six months

In order to measure the effectiveness of your pledge, we would like to send you a follow-up survey
in about six months. If this is okay with you, please enter your email address below.

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Voluntary demographics

You're almost done! Just a few more questions.
We use this demographic information to help measure how well we're providing
equitable services. This information is completely anonymous and confidential, and
your participation is voluntary.

* What is your age range?
18-34

65 or older

35-54

Decline to answer

55-64

* What is your race or ethnicity? Check all that apply.
African American or Black

White/Caucasian

Asian

Two or more races

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

Don't know

Hispanic or Latino

Decline to answer

American Indian or Alaska Native
Other (specify)

* What is the primary language spoken at your house?
English

Other Asian language

Spanish

Russian

Chinese

Any European language

Korean

Arabic

Vietnamese

Decline to answer

Other (specify)

* How many people live in your family/household, including you?
1

5

2

6 or more

3

Decline to answer

4

* What is your home zip code?

* Do you own or rent your place of residence?
Own
Rent

* What is your gender identity?
Female

Transgender

Male

Decline to answer

Other (please specify)

* What is the highest degree or level of school you've completed?
Some high school

Four-year college degree

High school graduate or GED

Post-graduate work or degree

Some college or technical school or AA degree

Decline to answer

* What is your annual household income?
Below $25,000

$125,000 - $149,999

$25,000 - $49,999

$150,000 or more

$50,000 - $74,999

Don't know

$75,000 - $99,999

Decline to answer

$100,000 - $124,999

Puget Sound Starts Here Pledge

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Thank you for taking the pledge to protect Bothell's waterways and Puget Sound! If
you requested a Chinook Book, expect to see your mobile coupon access code in
your email inbox within 7 - 10 business days.
You may not think your small actions have a big impact, but they really do! Millions
of pounds of toxic pollutants enter Puget Sound each year, mainly from stormwater
runoff coming from our neighborhoods. More than four million people call Puget
Sound "home," so if we each reduce our pollution contribution by 1/4 of a pound,
that would make a million-pound dent in the pollution problem!
Visit www.bothellwa.gov/pugetsound for more ways you can help keep our waters
healthy.
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Be a
Super Scooper!

I pledge to scoop the poop at home, rain
or shine.
I pledge to scoop the poop on walks
every time.
I pledge to scoop it, bag it, and put it in
the trash.
And if I don't, I could end up paying $250
cash! (No joke! Check out BMC 6.16.011!)
First name:
Last name:
Dog name(s):

Bothell's Super Scooper
Pledge

By pledging to be a Super Scooper, you're promising to help keep Bothell's
streams, kids, pets, and families healthy. Thanks for doing your part and being a
responsible dog owner!
If you live in Bothell's city limits, after you take the pledge you can request a "We
Scoop" sticker for your trash can.
* 1. I pledge to scoop the poop at home, rain or shine.

I pledge to scoop the poop on walks every time.
I pledge to scoop it, bag it, and put it in the trash.
And if I don't, I could end up paying $250 cash.
(Yes, really! Check Bothell Municipal Code 6.16.011!)
First name:
Last name:
Dog name(s):

* 2. Are you a City of Bothell resident?
Yes
No

Be a good friend and a good dog owner!

Bothell's Super Scooper
Pledge
Thanks!

Thanks for taking the Super Scooper Pledge!
If you live in Bothell's city limits, we'd like to say "thanks" by offering you a "We
Scoop" sticker for your trash can or a Chinook Book mobile coupon book.

3. Choose the item you'd like:
A "We Scoop" sticker for my trash can.*
A Chinook Book mobile coupon access code (requires a smartphone)*
None, thanks.

*Available to residents within Bothell city limits only. Only one sticker or Chinook Book per
household, please.

Bothell's Super Scooper
Pledge
"We Scoop" sticker

By putting a "We Scoop" sticker on your curbside trash toter, you're showing your
neighbors that you’re committed to scooping your dog’s poop at home and on walks.

4. Please enter your mailing address for the "We Scoop" sticker.We will not use

your information for any purposes outside of this pledge.
First & last name
Mailing address
Street address (If
different from mailing
address. This helps
us identify which
watershed you're
protecting. Thanks!)
City
Zip

Bothell's Super Scooper
Pledge
Chinook Book

Chinook Book gives you 12 months of access through your smartphone to nearly 700
coupons you can use at environmentally-friendly businesses throughout Puget Sound. You
can even save money on the pet waste bags you're already buying!
About the Chinook Book mobile coupon access code: In order to use the coupons,
you must have a smartphone that meets these operating system requirements: iOS 8.0
and higher or Android 4.0 and higher.

5. Please enter your email address in order to receive your free Chinook Book

mobile coupon access code. We will not use your information for any purposes
outside of this pledge.
Email address

Bothell's Super Scooper
Pledge
You're almost done!

Just a few more questions!

* 6. How many dogs do you own?
1

3

2

4 or more

* 7. Do you own or rent your place of residence?
Own
Rent

* 8. What kind of residence do you live in?
Single family house with a lawn

Apartment without a pet area

Single family house without a lawn

Townhome

Apartment with a pet area

Condominium

Other (please specify)

* 9. What is your age range?
18-24

55-64

25-34

65 or older

35-44

Prefer not to answer

45-54

* 10. What's your zip code?

* 11. How did you hear about Bothell's Super Scooper Pledge?
Facebook (BothellCool page)

Bothell Bridge

Facebook (Bothell Community page)

Word of mouth

City of Bothell website
Other (please specify)

Bothell's Super Scooper
Pledge

Thanks for pledging to protect Bothell's streams, kids, families, and pets! Spread
the word, not the turd.
If you're a City of Bothell resident and you requested a Chinook Book mobile coupon
access code or a "We Scoop" sticker, please expect to receive it within 10 business days.
If you live outside Bothell's city limits, we're not able to offer you a sticker or a Chinook
Book, but we appreciate you taking the pledge just the same!
Learn more about pet waste at www.bothellwa.gov/scoop.
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GREEN LIVING
Saturday, August 18th from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Thank you
sponsors:

CleanScapes

FUN FOR ALL AGES! Come check out these vendors:
350 Eastside • Bats Northwest • Community Transit • Community Van •
Friends of North Creek Forest • Garden Hotline • HoneyMel • Imperfect
Produce • Lenz Enterprises • Orca Conservancy • PCC Community Markets
• Recology CleanScapes • Sea Witch Botanicals • Shelton View Forest
Stewardship Association • Smith Brothers Farms • Tilth Alliance • Washington
Poison Center • Whale Scout • WSU Snohomish County - Natural Resources
Sign up to be a vendor: www.bothellwa.gov/sustainamania
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GREEN LIVING
Stay green with home maintenance and repairs
Summer is here, along with the nice weather. It’s a great time to tackle some of those home maintenance or repair projects you’ve
been putting off, or spruce up your yard. But remember – allowing any polluted wash water into the streets and storm drains is
against the law. Whether you’re doing the work yourself or hiring a contractor, you’re responsible for what goes into the public
storm system.
Common sources of pollution
•

Pressure washing

•

Painting

•

Vehicle maintenance

•

Carpet cleaning

•

Concrete work

•

Pesticides and fertilizers

Pollutants from these activities can harm you,
your pets, and the environment. You can protect
yourself, your family, and your local streams by
keeping polluted wash water out of Bothell’s
storm drains.
Remember, nothing but rain down the drain!

Do you live in
an apartment or
condo? Starting
this summer,
learn how to waste less
through a new program
sponsored by the City of Bothell in partnership with
Recology CleanScapes. Waste Wise offers FREE
tools and resources designed to make recycling and
composting easy and convenient for multi-family
residents and their property managers.
Waste Wise will provide:
•

Resources and education about recycling and
composting for residents

•

Tools to help tenants collect and separate
recyclables and organics

•

Assistance in promoting Waste Wise for
participating properties

Learn more: www.bothellwa.gov/wastewise

Bothell City Hall 425-806-6100

I RECYCLE SO HARD
Check out our I Recycle So Hard videos on
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and our
www.bothellwa.gov/irecyclesohard

Bothell Bridge
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CITY NEWS
GREEN
LIVING
CAR WASHING
When you wash your car in your driveway, you’re
releasing harmful pollutants like oil, grease, heavy
metals, solvents and soaps. Once the polluted water
leaves your driveway, it travels to the nearest storm
drain and makes its way – untreated – to local
streams, the Sammamish River, Lake Washington,
and eventually Puget Sound.
Even biodegradable soap pollutes our waters!
Would you want to swim in that?

Use a commercial car wash instead
The wash water from a commercial car wash is
piped into water treatment facilities or runs into
state-approved drainage facilities designed to
protect the environment.

But what about my fundraiser?
Find a list of more environmentally-friendly
fundraisers at www.bothellwa.gov/carwashing, such
as selling discounted commercial car wash tickets,
local coupon books, and more.

Wastemobile

Do you have cans of leftover oil-based paint, batteries, or
antifreeze in your garage? Take those items and more to the
Wastemobile, coming five more times to Bothell this year.

10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
June 22-24 • July 27-29
September 14-16 • October 19-21
Dates are subject to change

The Seattle Times Building
19200 120th Ave NE

hazwastehelp.org
or call 206-296-4692
You can pick up a Wastemobile checklist at
The Recology Store or request one be sent to you
at www.bothellwa.gov/wastechecklist
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Bothell Bridge
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GREEN LIVING
How to squish the pet waste problem
in three easy steps
When you leave dog poop in your yard, in a park, on a sidewalk, in a planting
strip – or anywhere – the rain washes it into storm drains and local streams.
This isn’t good for the water or the animals that live in it. Dog poop is raw
sewage and contains nasty bacteria like E. coli and Giardia, which can make
people and pets really sick. Some of those organisms can linger in the grass for
up to four years.

What you can do about it
1.

Scoop it. Whether in your own yard or out on a walk, scoop it up.

2.

Bag it. Use a pet waste bag, grocery bag, sandwich bag – whatever you have that will protect your hands.

3.

Put it in the trash. The bag may be compostable, but the dog poop is not. It needs to go in the garbage can every time.

Is your dog’s poop really worth $250?
Leaving pet waste lying around could land you a hefty fine. (Just take a look at Bothell Municipal Codes 6.16.011 and 8.60.240.)

Is pet waste a problem in your area?
You can request a pet waste sign (or a few) for your neighborhood and learn more about why scooping matters at
www.bothellwa.gov/scoop. Be a good example and take the Super Scooper Pledge while you’re there!

GREEN LUNCH
EVENT at The Recology Store!
Stop into The Recology Store on Saturday,
September 8 from 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. to learn about
Waste Free Lunch Prep! Tips on reducing waste in
packed lunches, strategies for eliminating single use
disposable items, and green lunch product giveaways!
Recycle here - reduce your footprint everywhere!

Smart watering
Our region is known for being damp and mossy, but we
often have dry summers with little rain. Using the right
amount of water for your plants and yard leads to healthy,
beautiful growth. Too much or too little water can stress
your plants and make them targets for pests and disease.

How to water wisely
22833 Bothell-Everett Hwy #111
Bothell, WA 98021

•

Water infrequently but deeply

•

Let the rain soak in

425.398.8612

•

Keep your irrigation system in good shape

www.recology.com/stores

Bothell City Hall 425-806-6100

As an added bonus, smart watering saves you money on your
water bill. Learn tips about smart watering and how to keep
your plants and yard healthy: www.naturalyardcare.org
Bothell Bridge
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Car Washing 101
When you re washing your car in the driveway,
you re not just washing your car in the driveway.
Everything that goes into our storm drains runs directly into
our streams, lakes, rivers, and Puget Sound untreated.
Vehicle wash water contains pollutants like oil, grease,
heavy metals, solvents and soaps. So when you wash your
car in your driveway, all that harmful stuff goes down the
storm drain and pollutes our waters. Even biodegradable
soap pollutes!

Not-so-fun facts


Over two million gallons of contaminated car wash water flows into our streams
each year.



Phosphates from car washing soap cause excess algae to grow in our waters.
When algae decays, it uses up the oxygen in the water that fish need to survive.

Car washing doesn
problem
You have options. What will you do to help?
 Use a commercial car wash
 Use a waterless car washing product
 Wash on a lawn or gravel so the water
can seep into the ground
 Divert your water away from the storm
drain

Learn more

Added benefits

Visit bothellwa.gov/carwashing and
pugetsoundstartshere.org for more ways to
help keep Puget Sound healthy.

Cleaning your car the right way
also helps you
 Support a healthy watershed
 Help restore salmon runs
 Set a good example for
children and neighbors

Car Washing Survey 2018
Let's find out if you
qualify

City of Bothell residents can get a free commercial car wash ticket just by answering
some questions about how you usually wash your vehicle.
*We can only offer a commercial car wash ticket if you live within City of Bothell's limits,
which typically includes zip codes 98011 and 98021. Car wash tickets are limited to one
per household and are available while supplies last.
1. Are you a City of Bothell resident?
3

Yes! I live within city limits.

3

No. I live outside city limits.

Car Washing Survey 2018
Let us know how you usually wash
your vehicle

Now...let's talk about dirty vehicles!

2. How often do you wash your vehicle?
Daily

Every six months

Weekly

Yearly

Monthly

Never

Every three months

3. Where do you usually wash your vehicle?
At an automatic car wash

At the car dealership

At a self-serve car wash (in a
bay)

At home

Other (please specify)

4. If you wash at home, what do you usually use to wash your vehicle?
Soap

Clay bar

Biodegradable soap

Just water

Waterless car washing product

I don't wash my vehicle at home

Other (please specify)

5. If you wash at home, where does your used wash water usually go?
To the street

I don't know

To my lawn

I use a waterless car washing product

To another permeable surface (like soil)

I don't wash my vehicle at home

Into the sink, toilet, or indoor sewer drain
Other (please specify)

6. Do you think vehicle wash water contains any pollutants?
Yes
No
I don't know

Car Washing Survey 2018
Using a commercial car
wash

Vehicle wash water does contain harmful pollutants like oil, grease, heavy metals,
solvents and soaps. When we wash these pollutants off our vehicles, the dirty water
runs off our driveways and to the nearest storm drain. From there, the polluted water
travels - untreated - to our local streams, lakes, and Puget Sound.
Even biodegradable soap contributes to poor water quality.

7. Knowing that vehicle wash water contains harmful pollutants, would you consider
using a commercial car wash instead of washing your vehicle in your driveway?
Yes

I don't know

No

I already use a commercial car wash

Maybe
Other (please specify)

8. Do any of these reasons prevent you from using a commercial car wash? Check all
that apply.
It costs too much

I do a better job myself

It's not convenient

I enjoy washing my car at home

There aren't any car washes near me

A little soap down the storm drain isn't a big deal

I worry about the car wash equipment scratching

I had a bad experience at a car wash

or damaging my vehicle
The car wash isn't open when I need it
It doesn't get my car as clean as I'd like

I don't understand the benefit
I don't like change
I already use a commercial car wash

My vehicle is too tall
Other (please specify)

9. Is there anything else you'd like to share with us about vehicle washing?

Car Washing Survey 2018
How to get a free commercial car wash
ticket

10. If you are a City of Bothell resident, we will send you a free commercial car wash
ticket if you'd like one.
Would you like us to mail you a free commercial car wash ticket?* You can use it at any
location listed here: http://charitycarwash.org/participating-locations/.

Yes, I'll provide my mailing address next.
No, thanks.

Car wash tickets are for City of Bothell residents only and are available while supplies last. If you do not
live within city limits, we cannot send you a free car wash ticket.
*One car wash ticket per household.

Car Washing Survey 2018
Where should we mail your car wash
ticket?

11. What is your mailing address?
We will only use this information for the purpose of mailing your car wash ticket to you. We will not
use your name or address for any other purpose.
First & last name
Mailing address
City & zip code

We will verify that your address is within Bothell's city limits. If it is, we will mail
your car wash ticket to you within 10 business days. The ticket has no expiration
date.

Car Washing Survey 2018
Just a few questions about
you

Almost done!
12. What is your gender identity?
Male

Transgender

Female

Prefer not to answer

Other (please specify)

13. What is your age range?
18-34

70 or older

35-54

Prefer not to answer

55-69

Car Washing Survey 2018
Thanks for filling out this
survey!

Thank you for letting us know how you wash your vehicle. We appreciate your
honesty! You can learn more about car washing at www.bothellwa.gov/carwashing.

Alternative Car Wash Fundraisers
Is your school, sports team, church, or group looking to raise money?
Here in the Pacific Northwest, community groups are moving away from car wash
fundraisers in order to protect local streams, lakes, and Puget Sound. The soap,
grime, and oils that come off cars harm aquatic life, including some of our favorite
local animals like orcas and salmon. Instead, community groups are getting creative
and successfully raising funds in new, fun ways. Here is a list to get you started!

Sell things!
Car wash tickets. Commercial car washes protect local creeks by capturing and
treating their dirty wash water. Tickets can be purchased at a discounted rate from:



Puget Sound Car Wash Association charity fundraiser program:
www.charitycarwash.org
Brown Bear Car Wash also has a charity fundraiser program:
https://brownbear.com/programs/car-wash-fundraiser

Sell local coupon books. Sell coupon books to support your program. Try selling the
popular Chinook Book with coupons and discounts for local businesses:
www.chinookbook.com
Hold a magazine drive. Run an annual magazine drive to raise funds to support your
program. Fundraisers can work with organizations such as Great American:
www.gafundraising.com
Sell eco-friendly products. Many organizations allow donors to order products such as
reusable bottles or bags with your charity’s name on them online, so you won’t have
to purchase products in advance. Example partner: www.kotisdesign.com
Hold an auction. Ask local businesses to donate items for an auction. Also, consider
including experiences with teachers or senior staff.
Hold a garage sale. Ask family and friends to donate items in good condition that they
no longer want or use! Host a large garage sale and earn money for your organization!
Raise funds with a scrip program. Scrip programs allow participating merchants to
contribute a percentage of donors’ purchases to your organization. Donors sign up and
shop for items they usually would with participating merchants, and merchants give
back to your organization. Example partners include www.escrip.com and
www.shopwithscrip.com

Collect things!
Partner with TerraCycle. TerraCycle pays schools for collected empty juice packs
and wrappers which they will then turn into bags, pencil boxes, and other items to
reduce the waste going to the landfill. http://terracycle.net
Hold an online donation drive. Set up a crowdfunding page and raise money online.
Fundraisers can work with organizations such as www.fundly.com
Collect latex paint for recycling. Hold a latex paint recycling event and raise money
for your organization. Contact peter@greensheenpaint.com for information.
Hold a used clothing/goods drive. Raise funds for your organization by collecting
gently used items. Example partner: www.funds2orgs.com
Collect e-waste for recycling. Raise funds by recycling items such as empty ink
cartridges, cell phones, laptops, and iPods. There is no cost to participate and
unlimited fundraising profit for collecting items. Example partners:
www.cfktoday.com and www.fundingfactory.com

Have fun!
Hold a read-a-thon. Ask people to pledge a dollar amount for every book read!
Organize a walk-a-thon or fun-run on campus. Ask people to pledge a certain dollar
amount for each lap participants walk or run for their cause! Here’s how to do it:
https://charity.lovetoknow.com/How_to_Organize_a_Walkathon
Partner with a local business! Work with your local businesses for a percentage of
proceeds: help sell products locally or organize a restaurant dine out! Some
businesses will allow you to organize a bingo or trivia night in order to earn money!
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Rain gardens article in the Everett Herald
Bothell neighbors conserve with rain gardens

Crew members Tessa Anton, Taylor Pesce and Seth Cavin work to install a rain garden in Bothell on Aug. 13.
(Katie Metzger / Bothell-Kenmore Reporter)

The Snohomish Conservation District partners with the city on green stormwater efforts.
Friday, September 7, 2018 1:30am
By Katie Metzger / Bothell-Kenmore Reporter
BOTHELL — The Snohomish Conservation District is partnering with King County and the city of Bothell to
install a cluster of four rain gardens in the neighborhood behind Bothell High School.
Alicia Kellogg, a project coordinator for the district, said the goal is to build momentum for more projects like
this. Rain gardens are “cheaper and more beautiful” than other stormwater options, she said.

The first step in building a rain garden is to dig a hole and remove the soil. (Katie Metzger / Bothell-Kenmore
Reporter)
To get others involved, the district will host a volunteer planting party, where it will provide gloves, tools,
refreshments and a chance to win a free rain barrel. The event is set for 4 to 6 p.m. Oct. 11 at 89th Avenue NE
and NE 187th Street.
The gardens in Bothell are being installed for free, except for the cost of plants, and the work is being done by
the district’s paid crew of military veterans, along with some AmeriCorps members from the Washington
Conservation Corps.

Crew members Seth Cavin and Sara Rocero work on a rain garden in Bothell on Aug. 13. (Katie Metzger /
Bothell-Kenmore Reporter)
A rain garden is a landscaped area that collects, absorbs and filters stormwater runoff. The ones in Bothell
might run up to 200 square feet in size.
The gardens help keep storm drains and sewer systems clear of rain and stormwater runoff, which can
sometimes contain pesticides, fertilizers and other pollutants, Kellogg said. These can end up in streams,
wetlands, lakes and Puget Sound.
“The more we can keep water on the property and let it absorb at a natural rate, the better it is for the
environment,” Kellogg said.
For more information about rain gardens, contact ccteam@snohomishcd.org.
This story originally appeared in the Bothell-Kenmore Reporter, a sibling paper of The Daily Herald.

Snohomish
Conservation District is putting its veteran corps to work at a rain garden cluster in Bothell. (Katie Metzger /
Bothell-Kenmore Reporter)

From Snohomish Conservation District’s blog
http://snohomishcd.org/blog/2018/11/2/rain-gardens-rain-barrels-and-bioswales-ohmy?fbclid=IwAR2pTWXdnfGl7OkQcEp1SlIqPoxqCt9KBtATDnETdWRv7KNUhfmc8PRHGx8
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GREEN
LIVING
It’s Salmon SEEson!

MEET
YOUR CITY COUNCIL
Have you ever seen a salmon in your backyard? If not,
your chance is coming up! North Creek is a favorite
hangout for Chinook, Sockeye, and Coho from
September through November.
Your best bet for catching a glimpse of these sleek
swimmers is to walk the paved trail north along
North Creek. Start at the creek’s confluence with the
Sammamish River south of the UW Bothell/Cascadia
College campus, and walk north through the North
Creek Business Park. Be sure to take a close look
under the bridges, as these slippery spawners often like
to hide there.
Find more places to see salmon in King and
Snohomish counties at www.bothellwa.gov/salmon.

Be part of

Pollution Prevention Week
Sept. 17 – 23, 2018

Adopt a drain, prevent a flood
After the last leaves have fallen, you may be tempted to get out
the blower and banish them from your yard. But if you blow those
leaves into the street, you create a safety hazard for you and your
neighbors. The storm drains in your street capture, move, and release
rainwater into the nearest stream to keep excess water away from
your property. If you let leaves clog those storm drains, you’re at risk
for localized flooding whenever it rains.

Pollution Prevention Week turns 28 this year! Celebrate
with your neighbors by choosing simple ways you and your
family can reduce your environmental impacts.
How you can reduce pollution at home:
•

Use a commercial car wash instead of rinsing suds and
pollutants into the storm drain.

•

Check your vehicle for leaks
and fix the problem right
away.

•

Pick up pet waste
so it doesn’t leave
behind harmful
bacteria.

•

Use fewer
chemicals on your
lawn and garden,
or none at all.

With over 8,400 storm drains in the city, we need your help to keep
them working properly and to prevent flooding.

How you can help
•

Rake fallen leaves into your organics bin.

•

Use leaves as mulch on garden beds and landscaped areas.

•

Tell your friends and neighbors to keep their storm drains clear.

•

Join the Adopt-A-Drain program and volunteer to remove
leaves from at least four storm drains in your area. Sign up at
www.bothellwa.gov/adoptadrain.

Reducing and preventing
pollution is easy!
Find more ways to be part of the pollution solution at
www.bothellwa.gov/pollutionpreventionweek.

Learn more about keeping your home and neighborhood flood-free:
www.bothellwa.gov/preventfloods.
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GREEN LIVING

Natural Yard Care
workshops in October
The City of Bothell has partnered with Tilth Alliance to
offer you a series of free natural yard care workshops this fall.
Learn from the experts by registering for one, two, or all three
workshops.
Sign up online at www.bothellwa.gov/nyc.

Smart Plant Choices for NW Gardens
Oct. 9, 7 – 9 p.m.
We’ll introduce you to some beautiful plants that will thrive in
your yard’s conditions. Learn how to design and plant a garden
that will weather our wet winters and dry summers – while
remaining vibrant, healthy, and low maintenance. We will also
talk about the best planting techniques to make sure your plants
get the best start possible in your garden. This is an indoor,
lecture-based workshop.
Bothell Operations Center, 21233 20th Ave SE, Bothell

Healthy Lawns and Gardens from
the Ground Up
Oct. 2, 7 – 9 p.m.
Healthy soil is the key to vibrant and hearty lawns and
gardens. Join us to learn what makes soil work for your plants
and how you can improve soil to keep plants growing stressfree, reduce maintenance, and save water. We will also talk
about the best lawn choices for our region and how to manage
weeds in your lawn naturally. This is an indoor, lecture-based
workshop.
Bothell Operations Center, 21233 20th Ave SE, Bothell
Bothell City Hall 425-806-6100

Hands-on Natural Yard Care Basics
Oct. 13, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Join us for a free, hands-on demonstration of basic yard care
and planting techniques. Not sure how to use mulch? Worried
that you’re not planting to the right depth? Want to know
how an aerator works? Here’s your chance to get the “dirt” on
natural yard care. Work with the experts and get answers to
your questions. Planting and mulching demonstrations will
begin at 10 a.m. Aeration demonstration will begin at noon.
This is an outdoor, hands-on workshop. Dress for the weather
and be prepared to play in the dirt!
Centennial Park, 1129 208th St SE , Bothell
Bothell Bridge
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September 2018 e-News
Pollution Prevention Week
Celebrate Pollution Prevention Week Sept. 17 – 23! Simple actions like
reporting spills, taking your car to a commercial car wash, fixing vehicle
leaks, and much more can make a world of difference in preventing
pollution. Take a pledge to reduce pollution and learn more at
www.bothellwa.gov/pollutionpreventionweek.

Salmon “SEEson”
September is here, which is a perfect time to start looking for salmon in
North Creek. Look for Chinook in September, Sockeye in October, and
Coho in November as they migrate up the creek. Visit one of many
salmon “hot spots” in King County on your own, or sign up for a guided
walking tour along North Creek with a local salmon expert. More
information at www.bothellwa.gov/salmon.

Natural Yard Care Workshops
Come soak up some knowledge at our free natural yard care
workshops this October! From building healthy soil to choosing the
right plants for your site to learning basic planting techniques,
everyone can learn something new. Sign up for one, two, or all three
workshops at www.bothellwa.gov/nyc.
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Help Celebrate

POLLU TION

PREVEN
TION
WEEK

SEPTEMBER 17-23, 2018

This year we celebrate 28 years of
pollution prevention efforts by joining in
“National Pollution Prevention Week.”

E ach year the United States produces
millions of tons of pollution and spends tens
of billions of dollars dealing with it.
Residents, industry, and government have
significant opportunities to reduce or prevent
pollution at the source through cost-effective
changes in daily habits, production,
operation, and raw materials use.
We often don’t realize the opportunities for
reducing sources of pollution because
existing regulations, and the industrial
resources they require for compliance, focus
on treatment and disposal rather than
stopping pollution at its source.

Things you can do to reduce
pollution at home:
Take your car to a
commercial car wash

Check your vehicle for
leaks and get it fixed
right away

Pick up your pet waste

Use little to no
chemicals on your
lawn and garden

FREE!

Salmon
Seeson

It’s

again

See salmon

—on your own or with help from naturalists—
in King County watersheds!

August - November 2018
To find out where to view
spawning salmon this fall go to
www.kingcounty.gov/salmon & click on Salmon SEEson!
Or call 206-477-7574.

1808_9137m_SalmonSeesonPoster_2018.ai

Salmon Seeson

It’s

on & click on
Go to www.kingcounty.gov/salm

Salmon SEEson! or call 206-477-7574
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August November 2018
See salmon—on your own or with help
from naturalists—in King County watersheds!
2018 salmon-spotting site. See reverse for salmon-spotting details!
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CHITTENDEN LOCKS, SEATTLE
Watch salmon migrate up the fish ladder at the Chittenden
Locks in Ballard mid-June through September. Naturalists
provide daily talks following free one-hour tours.
Call 206-783-7059 or 206-789-2622 x214 or visit
www.ballardlocks.org/salmon-at-the-locks.html.
DUWAMISH RIVER, TUKWILA
Look for salmon on the Green/Duwamish River from late July
through November at three viewing areas. Learn more at
www.DuwamishAlive.org or email info@Duwamishalive.org.
Codiga Park is at 12585 50th Pl. S., North Wind’s Weir is at 2914
S. 112th St., and Tukwila Gardens is at 11269 E. Marginal Way S.
SAMMAMISH RIVER TRAIL, REDMOND
Spot adult coho, sockeye, and Chinook salmon in September
and October as they migrate up the Sammamish River to their
spawning grounds in Bear Creek. Contact Peter Holte at
425-556-2822 or pholte@redmond.gov for more info.
ISSAQUAH SALMON HATCHERY, ISSAQUAH
See salmon return to Issaquah Creek daily from September
through November. Docents from Friends of the Issaquah
Salmon Hatchery (FISH) lead drop-in tours Saturdays and
Sundays from Sept. 15 to Nov. 11, 11 a.m. & 1 p.m., and on some
weekday evenings. Other tours available by appointment at
425-392-1118 or www.issaquahfish.org/tours. The hatchery is
at 125 W. Sunset Way in Issaquah.
ISSAQUAH CREEK, ISSAQUAH
See salmon return at two new parks in Issaquah September
through November. Confluence Park is at 595 Rainier Boulevard
N. at the confluence of the East Fork and mainstem of Issaquah
Creek. And Salmon Run Nature Park is at 930 5th Ave. NW,
along Issaquah Creek. Learn more at http://www.issaquahwa.
gov/confluencepark or http://www.issaquahwa.gov/
salmonrun. For questions, contact education@issaquahfish.org.
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NORTH CREEK, BOTHELL
Watch for Chinook in September, sockeye in October, and coho
in November on North Creek at 19333 North Creek Parkway in
Bothell. For more info, contact Christi Cox at 425-806-6790 or
christi.cox@bothellwa.gov.
WHITNEY BRIDGE ON THE GREEN RIVER, NEAR AUBURN
See Chinook and pink salmon in September and October,
chum October through December, and coho in November and
December. Head to SE Green Valley Road and 212th Way SE
(east of Auburn). For more info, call Mid-Sound Fisheries at
206-529-9467.
ISSAQUAH CREEK, LAKE SAMMAMISH STATE PARK
Visit Lake Sammamish State Park to view salmon migrating up
Issaquah Creek. Best chance of seeing fish is through October.
Park free with your Discover Pass. Learn more at
http://parks.state.wa.us/533/Lake-Sammamish or
www.lakeSammamishfriends.org.

17

18

SOOS CREEK SALMON HATCHERY, NEAR AUBURN
See Chinook salmon in mid-September and coho in midOctober. Open every day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call
253-931-3950 to learn more. 13030 Auburn-Black Diamond
Road, on Soos Creek a mile upstream of the Green River.
BEAR CREEK, REDMOND
View sockeye and Chinook salmon on Bear Creek from late
September to mid-November by visiting the ROSE (Redmond
Organization of Shared Environments) self-guided trail. For
more info, or to schedule a group tour, call KIS Farm at
425-558-0990 or lyhussey@comcast.net. Visit the trail at
12526 Avondale Rd. NE in Redmond every day during business hours.

LONGFELLOW CREEK, WEST SEATTLE
Watch for coho salmon in October through December and chum
in November as they migrate up Longfellow Creek. Start at
Dragonfly Garden (28th Avenue SW and SW Dakota St., Seattle)
and walk the trail south along the creek. For more info, contact
Kathryn at 206-297-7002 or Kathryn@pugetsoundkeeper.org.
KELSEY AND COAL CREEKS, BELLEVUE
Salmon may return to Bellevue streams in October. Call or email
for updates at 425-452-5200 or streamteam@bellevuewa.gov.
BEAR CREEK, WOODINVILLE
View salmon along Bear Creek in Woodinville with Water
Tenders volunteers on October 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. and October 10 and 17 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. For more
info, contact Susan Wilkins at 206-437-8754 or
susan@watertenders.org.
CEDAR RIVER, NEAR RENTON
On Oct. 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, and 28, see spawning salmon
at several sites along the Cedar River near Renton. Volunteer
naturalists will be available 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day at Renton
Library, Cedar River Park, Cavanaugh Pond, and Landsburg Park
and Dam. Contact the Seattle Aquarium at 206-792-5851 or
www.seattleaquarium.org/salmon-journey for details.
PIPER’S CREEK AT CARKEEK PARK, SEATTLE
See returning chum and coho on weekends from Nov. 3
to Dec. 2, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., salmon stewards will be on
hand to answer questions. Welcome salmon home on Sunday,
Nov. 18, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more details, call 206-733-9697,
email bill.malatinsky@seattle.gov or visit Facebook
http://tinyurl.com/3fe6a78.
EBRIGHT, LEWIS, AND LAUGHING JACOBS CREEKS, NEAR
LAKE SAMMAMISH
See the little red kokanee salmon between early November
and late January. Lake Sammamish is the only place to see
kokanee within 90 miles of Seattle. Call 206-477-4746 to make
sure fish are visible. Self-guided locations are Ebright Creek at
the East Lake Sammamish Trail in Sammamish, Lewis Creek at
185th Place SE in Issaquah, and Laughing Jacobs Creek by Lake
Sammamish State Park.
MILLER AND WALKER CREEKS, NORMANDY PARK
Spot coho mid-October through mid-November and chum
mid-November through early-December returning to Miller
and Walker Creeks. Salmon can be seen where Miller Creek
intersects 13th Ave SW and where Walker Creek intersects 12th
Ave SW. Call Matt Goehring, Miller-Walker basin steward at
206-263-6826 for updates on recent salmon activity.
CHINOOK BEND NATURAL AREA, TOLT MACDONALD PARK,
AND SNOQUALMIE VALLEY TRAIL, CARNATION
View returning adult salmon from mid-September through
October at three locations in the Snoqualmie-Skykomish
Watershed. Salmon can be seen at the Chinook Bend Natural
Area, at Tolt MacDonald Park, and from the Snoqualmie Valley
Trail foot bridge over the Tolt River. For more info, view the King
County Parks’ websites for each area.
MORE INFO?
Visit www.kingcounty.gov/salmon
and click on Salmon SEEson. Or call 206-477-7574.
Our website also has great links to info on protecting
salmon and their habitat. And remember, using water wisely
helps people, salmon and wildlife!
Visit www.savingwater.org to learn more.
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Join local salmon expert Orlay Johnson to find Sockeye, Kokanee,
Coho, and maybe even Chinook salmon swimming up North Creek
and building their egg nests, called redds. Learn from Orlay about the
fish and the watershed.

TOUR NORTH CREEK WITH
A LOCAL SALMON EXPERT
WHO: All ages are welcome, from children to all adults.
WHERE: Meet at the trail along the North
Creek dikes. Park at the Northshore YMCA,
cross NE 195th Street on the mid-block
crosswalk, and continue walking between
the cottage and business parking lot to
reach the trail at the top of the dike. You
can walk up the hill or use the stairs to the
left in the business parking lot.

!
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OCT. 14
@ 10 A.M.

www.bothellwa.gov/salmontours

SALMON
IN
NORTH
CREEK
Stream Visit for Y Members and the Community
Join retired NOAA Research Fisheries Biologist (and Y member) Orlay Johnson and friends to
find Sockeye, Kokanee, Coho, and maybe even Chinook salmon swimming up North Creek and
building their egg nests, called redds.
Learn from Orlay and other marine educators about the fish and the watershed. Orlay is also
a Seattle Aquarium Beach Naturalist Supervisor and diver in the Aquarium’s dome.
See http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/action/salmon-seeson/northcreek.aspx
for complete information.

WHEN
Sunday, September 23, 2018
and
Sunday, October 14, 2018

Meet Orlay at the stream.

10 am

WHERE
Meet at the trail along the North Creek dikes.
Park at the YMCA, cross NE 195th Street on the mid-block cross walk and continue walking
between the cottage and business parking lot to reach the trail at the top of the dike.
You can walk up the hill or use the stairs to the left in the business parking lot.

WHO
All ages are welcome. Those under 18 must be accompanied by parent or guardian.

HOW TO PREPARE
Dress for the weather, stream visit goes rain or shine.
Group will walk for about 2 miles on packed gravel or dirt trails after initial hill to trail.

REGISTRATION
These events are free and open to community members.
Please register so the leaders know how many to expect.
Go to www.seattleymca.org, call 425-485-9797, or register in person at the YMCA.

QUESTIONS
Contact Heather Steele at hsteele@seattleymca.org or call 425 485 9797.
NORTHSHORE YMCA
11811 NE 195th ST, Bothell WA 98011
P 425 485 9797 F 425 486 7757 seattleymca.org
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ATTENTION DOGS!

Want to be a good doggie?
PLEASE STAY AWAY
FROM THE RIVER.
Salmon are spawning and laying their eggs in the
river. Your paws could kill the baby salmon.
These salmon may smell tasty, but they're not.
Eating them could make you very sick - you could
even have to go to the vet.

y!
m
m
u
t
y
Ouch! M

#BadIdea
Not wort
h it.

WOOF!

Parks and Recreation
425-806-6760
recreation@bothellwa.gov

Public Works

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Events
Fourth of July
MLK Day of Service
Sustainamania

Programs
Adopt-a-Drain
Storm drain stenciling

Community outreach
Doorhangers
Neighborhood canvasing

Stewardship
Invasive species removal
Litter control
Pet waste removal
Planting and restoration

In-office
Data entry
Materials preparation
Proofreading
Storage organization
Website review

Volunteer
Event
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Every employee is responsible
for reporting and preventing

stormwater pollution.
Seriously! It's written in City Personnel Policy 10.14.

Report any spill
that reaches a
street or storm
drain.
Fuel and wash
City vehicles
responsibly, and
report leaks.
Provide any
requested records
to Surface Water
staff each year.

Report spills

425-806-6750

425-806-6750
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Natural
Yard
Care

Free workshops this fall
Learn how to design and take care of a
beautiful yard the Natural Yard Care way.

Whether you’re a new homeowner starting
from scratch or a seasoned gardener planning
a complete yard overhaul, Natural Yard Care
offers something for everyone!

1
2
3

City of Bothell
Public Works
18415 101st Ave NE
Bothell, WA 98011

Tuesday, Oct. 2 | 7 - 9 p.m.

Healthy Lawns and Gardens from the Ground Up
Tuesday, Oct. 9 | 7 - 9 p.m.

Smart Plant Chocies for Northwest Gardens

Where:

Saturday, Oct. 13 | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Hands-on Natural Yard Care Basics

Oct. 2 & 9 workshops
Bothell Operations Center
(behind Red Robin)
21233 20th Ave SE, Bothell

Oct. 13 workshop
Centennial Park
(northern City limits)
1129 208th St SE, Bothell

Register online at www.bothellwa.gov/nyc. We’ll send you
a reminder the day before each workshop you sign up for.

This program is brought to you by:

Welcome to Natural Yard Care:
Healthy Lawns and Gardens
from the Ground Up!

HOW DID YOU
HEAR ABOUT THIS
WORKSHOP?
Letter or postcard in mail
Facebook (BothellCool)
Facebook (Bothell Community)
Facebook (Tilth Alliance)
Bothell Bridge
Bothell website
Bothell e-news
Sustainamania or other event
Word of mouth
Other ______________________
Thanks for attending today's workshop!
www.bothellwa.gov/nyc

Name:

Welcome to Natural Yard
Care: Smart Plant Choices for
Northwest Gardens!

HOW DID YOU
HEAR ABOUT THIS
WORKSHOP?
Letter or postcard in mail
Facebook (BothellCool)
Facebook (Bothell Community)
Facebook (Tilth Alliance)
Bothell Bridge
Bothell website
Bothell e-news
Sustainamania or other event
Word of mouth
Other ______________________
Thanks for attending today's workshop!
www.bothellwa.gov/nyc

Name:

Welcome to Natural Yard
Care: Hands-on Natural Yard
Care Basics!

HOW DID YOU
HEAR ABOUT THIS
WORKSHOP?
Letter or postcard in mail
Facebook (BothellCool)
Facebook (Bothell Community)
Facebook (Tilth Alliance)
Bothell Bridge
Bothell website
Bothell e-news
Sustainamania or other event
Word of mouth
Other ______________________
Thanks for attending today's workshop!
www.bothellwa.gov/nyc

Name:

Natural Yard
Care Workshop
OCT . 2, 201 8 | 7 - 9 PM

HE AL TH Y LA WN S AN D GA RD EN S
FRO M THE GRO UND UP

Thanks for coming!

Natural Yard
Care Workshop
OCT . 9, 201 8 | 7 - 9 PM

SM AR T PL AN T CH OI CE S
FO R NO RT HW ES T GA RD EN S

Thanks for coming!

Natural Yard
Care Workshop
OCT . 13, 201 8 | 10 AM - 2 PM

HA ND S- ON NA TU RA L
YA RD CA RE BA SI CS

Thanks for coming!

Healthy Lawns and Gardens from the Ground Up
Oct. 2, 2018 Participant Evaluation
Please read each statement below. Mark an answer on the LEFT for how much you knew about
this topic BEFORE tonight’s workshop. Next, on the RIGHT, mark how much you know AFTER
hearing tonight’s topic.
AFTER
Not sure
about this

Somewhat
familiar

Well
informed







1. Healthy soil stores carbon and filters out
pollutants.

















2. Getting soil tested is a first step toward
assessing nutrient quality and identifying need
for amendments.

















3. Using a cover crop can be an effective means to
improve soil structure.

















4. Grass fertilizer can only be used once a year
when done with grasscycling.

















5. Phosphorus should not be used on lawns to
prevent algae in waterways.

















6. Lawns should be watered about an inch of water
a week during driest months.

















7. Groundcovers like Eco-lawn (or seed mixes)
could be a good alternate to lawns, reduce your
mowing time, and help feed the soil.

















8. Plants may be more adaptable to slopes and
shady areas than growing a lawn.

















9. Lawns need 6-8 hours of sun daily for optimal
growth.

















10. Improving lawn drainage can help control pests
like Crane Flies or Red Thread.









Well
informed
ee

Did not
know this

START HERE--- READ THIS STATEMENT FIRST



Did not
know this

Not sure
about this
familiar
Somewhat
familiar

BEFORE

What practice did you learn tonight that you will use in your yard or lawn? _____________________________

We would like to email you a short online survey in a few months to find out how your yard care is going. Please
give your name and email below. As a thank you for taking the online survey, you will be entered into a drawing
for a prize.
_____________________________________
NAME

______________________________________
E-MAIL, PLEASE PRINT

Evaluation Responses
City of Bothell NYC Workshop #1, 10/2/18
Healthy Lawns and Gardens from the Ground Up
Total completed evaluations received: 24* (34 attended class)
*Several evaluations skipped a question
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1

11

6
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2

1

Well
informed

5

1. Healthy soil stores carbon and filters
out pollutants.
2. Getting soil tested is a first step toward
assessing nutrient quality and identifying
need for amendments.
3. Using a cover crop can be an effective
means to improve soil structure.
4. Grass fertilizer can only be used once a
year when done with grasscycling.
5. Phosphorous should not be used on
lawns to prevent algae in waterways.
6. Lawns should be watered about an inch
of water a week during driest months.
7. Groundcovers like Eco-lawn (or seed
mixes) could be a good alternate to lawns,
reduce your mowing time, and help feed
the soil.
8. Plants may be more adaptable to
slopes and shady areas than growing a
lawn.
9. Lawns need 6-8 hours of sun daily for
optimal growth.
10. Improving lawn drainage can help
control pests like Crane Flies or Red
Thread.

Somewhat
familiar

13

Not sure
about this

2

AFTER
Did not
know this

Somewhat
familiar

9

Well
informed

Not sure
about this

QUESTIONS

Did not
know this

BEFORE
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Natural Yard Care through the seasons
Spring
March - May

Flower and vegetable gardens
Prepare new planting beds and gardens
by mixing in 1-3 inches of compost.
Pull weeds when they first start growing,
while soil is moist and roots are short,
before they go to seed.
Buy plants that resist disease and use less
water.
Pest problems? Call the Garden Hotline,
206-633-0224, for advice.

Summer

June - August

Fall

September - November

Winter

December - February

Mulch flower and vegetable beds with
compost or grass clippings to conserve
water and control weeds.
Use fabric row covers to keep pests off
sensitive vegetables.
Identify bugs before you spray, squash, or
stomp - they may be "good bugs" that eat
pests.

Pull emerging weeds in beds when
ground is moist and before they develop
deep roots.
Mulch garden beds with leaves or compost
to reduce winter weeds and feed the soil.
Or plant winter cover crops in open beds.
Prepare new planting areas by digging in
compost.

Rake winter leaf mulch back onto beds if
winds blow it off.
Weed beds once during winter to prevent
weeds going to seed.

Mulch shrub and tree beds with wood
chips, leaves, or bark once a year to
conserve water, reduce weeds, and feed
the soil.

Mulch tree and shrub beds with leaves,
wood chips, or bark.
Plant trees, shrubs, and many perennials
in early fall to give them a good start.

Prune fruit trees and other woody trees
and shrubs while they're dormant (Dec. Feb.).

Mow regularly, and leave the clippings on
the lawn.
Keep mower blades sharp to reduce lawn
damage and brown tips.
Consider saving water by letting some
lawn areas (ones that don't get heavy
traffic) go brown and dormant until fall.

Improve thin areas of lawns in Sept. - Oct.
by aerating, overseeding, and top-dressing
with compost.
Fertilize lawns with "natural organic" or
"slow release" fertilizer in Sept. to develop
healthy roots and crowd out weeds.
Plant new lawns Sept. 1 - Oct. 15 to give
them the best start before next summer.

Start and re-check watering systems, and
adjust for weather. Skip watering if it rains.
Water lawns 1 inch per week, or let go
brown and dormant (but water enough to
moisten root zone once a month.)
Water at dawn or in evening, not mid-day.

Reduce watering for cooler weather in
Sept.
When rains come, shut off and drain
watering systems.
Put away exposed soaker hoses, or recover
with mulch if left out.

Add yard debris to compost pile; water
pile to keep it moist. Place pile in shade or
cover to hold moisture.

Clear out annual garden growth and
compost it for spring. Keep pile as moist
as a wrung-out sponge.

Tree and shrub beds
Prepare new tree and shrub beds by
mixing compost into the entire bed (not
just planting holes). Or plant trees in
native soil and mulch well.

Lawns
Start mowing, about 2 inches high for
most lawns, or 1 inch for bentgrass lawns.
"Grasscycle" - leave the clippings for free
fertilizer.
For lawns in poor condition: aerate,
overseed, and top-dress with 1/2 inch of
compost.
Fertilize lawns if needed in May with
"natural organic" or "slow release" fertilizer.

Watering
Prepare sprinkler systems by testing,
adjusting, and repairing leaks.
Lay out soaker hoses in beds, and cover
with mulch.
Check soil moisture at plant roots before
watering - don't water until they need it.

Composting

Harvest compost from your bin. Throw any
uncomposted sticks or stalks back in for
another cycle.

Winter is the time to plan
for spring.
Tune up yard equipment and sharpen
mower blades.
Plan drip irrigation or soaker hoses for
beds and containers to conserve
water.
Check storage areas for unwanted
chemicals, and dispose of safely. Call
the Household Hazardous Waste line
at 206-296-4692 for disposal
information.
Plan to replace plants that have
disease or pest problems.
Call the Garden Hotline,
206-633-0224, to ask
questions and request
free brochures to start
planning for spring.
More resources on back.

Learn more about Natural Yard Care
Questions?

Contact the Garden Hotline

www.gardenhotline.org
206-633-0224
help@gardenhotline.org

Resources

Brochures

Five steps to
Natural Yard Care

Yard and garden topics (King County)
www.kingcounty.gov/natural-yard

Natural lawn & garden guides

1. Build healthy soil

Soil and composting (King County)
www.kingcounty.gov/soils

Choosing safer gardening products
(Grow Smart, Grow Safe)
www.growsmartgrowsafe.org
Water conservation, indoors & outdoors
(Saving Water Partnership)
www.savingwater.org
Washington State University Master Gardener info
206-296-3440
www.gardening.wsu.edu

Available through the Garden Hotline or on
websites to the left include:

Growing Healthy Soil
Choosing the Right Plants
Smart Watering
Natural Pest, Weed & Disease Control
Composting at Home
Natural Lawn Care

Other publications
How to Choose a Landscape Company
How to be a Salmon-Friendly Gardener
Four Reasons to Kick the Weed and Feed Habit
Natural Yard Care Buyer's Guide
Worm Bins - How to Compost

Less toxic gardening and pest control
(Local Hazardous Waste Management Program)
www.govlink.org/hazwaste/house

2. Plant right for your site

Know your yard (the sun, shade, wet and dry
areas), choose plants wisely, and group plants
with similar needs.

3. Practice smart watering
Water infrequently but deeply, let the rain soak
in, and keep your irrigation system in top shape.

4. Think twice before using pesticides

Start with prevention and healthy plants, be
willing to accept a little damage and a few
weeds, use least-toxic products, and avoid
weed and feed and other combo products
with pesticides.

5. Practice natural lawn care

Choosing the right plant for the right place
www.greatplantpicks.org
Native plant information
www.kingcounty.gov/gonative

Add compost, use mulch, and use organic
fertilizers.

www.bothellwa.gov/nyc

Mow higher and leave the clippings, and
improve poor lawns with aeration, overseeding, and top-dressing with compost.

Phosphorus and
Home Lawns:
Quick Facts and Recommendations
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Why the issue?

How do I determine if my lawn needs
fertilizer?

Phosphorus (P) is an essential plant nutrient, but it is
also a potential pollutant. Phosphorus fertilization helps
maintain healthy lawns growing in P-deficient soils, but P
runoff into lakes and streams can cause excessive growth
of algae—harming water quality and aquatic ecosystems.
(Figure 1.)

Test the soil before using phosphorus fertilizer.
•

The amount of phosphorus you apply should be
based on soil test results.

•

Soil test samples should consist of at least 10 cores
taken from across your lawn, which are then combined. If you have areas of your lawn that are very
different from each other in soil type or appearance, sample and test these areas separately.

•

Turfgrass soil samples should be taken at a depth
of 4 inches, and should not include any existing
thatch.

•

If the soil pH is 7 or lower (acidic), the testing laboratory should use the “Bray P1” phosphorus test. If
soil pH is higher than 7 (alkaline), the “Olsen” test
should be used.

•

If soil test values are above the levels listed in the
chart below, it is unlikely your lawn will benefit
from fertilizer P.
Minimum adequate levels of soil P for turfgrass in WA

Figure 1. Pond near Centralia, Washington, choked by algal
growth.

(parts per million, ppm)

What is changing?
The new Washington state Water Quality—Fertilizer
Restrictions law takes effect on January 1, 2013. This law
limits the use of lawn fertilizers that contain phosphorus to
the following situations:
•

When establishing grass or repairing damaged
grass, using either seed or sod, during the growing
season in which the grass is established

•

When the soil in the area is deficient in plantavailable phosphorus, as confirmed by a soil test
performed no more than 36 months before the
application

Bray P1 (western WA)

Olson P (eastern WA)

25 ppm

18 ppm

How do I apply phosphorus fertilizer most
effectively, if it is needed?
Apply phosphorus fertilizers in spring or early fall.

Violating these restrictions is a misdemeanor and subject to
civil fines.
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•

The best time to apply phosphorus fertilizer is following core aeration of turf in spring or early fall.
Aeration is often necessary in compacted or poorly
drained soils. Phosphorus amounts ranging from
1/8 lb. to 1 lb. of P2O5 should be applied, based
on soil test results and depending on the fertilizer
formulation. (Figure 2.)

•

Fertilizer should not be applied immediately before
mowing. Do not collect clippings for several mow-

•

Always leave an unfertilized buffer strip, (10 ft.
wide or more, depending on the slope) planted
with turf, landscape plants, or native vegetation,
between the fertilized area and open water, such as
a pond, lake, or river.

Apply P to new lawns (which are likely to need it more
than established lawns).

Figure 2. Fertilizer labels list the amounts of nitrogen (N),
phosphorus (P2O5), and potassium (K2O), always in that
order: N-P-K. The label shown here is for fertilizer that has
zero phosphorus.
ings after applying fertilizer or until the pellets
have dissolved.
•

•

Light to moderate rainfall following fertilizer
application can help the fertilizer sink in, but avoid
fertilizing if heavy or prolonged rain is expected.

•

If you are planting a new lawn, have your soil tested for P and other nutrients as well as pH before
you prepare the soil.

•

Application of phosphorus fertilizer on recently
planted or developing turf helps build strong root
systems.

•

Since lawn sod is often fertilized with phosphorus during production, newly sodded lawns may
require less P fertilizer than newly seeded turf.

•

New lawns often take 2 to 3 years to become established. Many established lawns with a history of
fertilization need little or no additional P. Sample
the soil from established lawns every 3 to 5 years
to determine if P fertilizer is needed.

What about organic fertilizers?
Many organic fertilizers are relatively high in phosphorus
and, therefore, are not appropriate if soil P is adequate.
Organic P is also susceptible to runoff.

In colder climates, the greatest runoff occurs from
late fall through early spring when soil is frozen or
when there is snowmelt. Avoid the application of
fertilizer at these times. (Figure 3.)

What is the bottom line?
Phosphorus is an important plant nutrient, but it can harm
fresh water sources if used incorrectly. Remember to base P
applications on soil tests. Also, remove fertilizer from driveways, sidewalks, and streets (Figure 4), and leave a buffer
zone around surface bodies of water.

Figure 3. Runoff from home properties can leach lawn
chemicals into surface waters.
Avoid applying fertilizers to frozen soils, hard surfaces,
or adjacent to open water.
•

Never apply fertilizer to frozen soil or on an impervious surface, such as asphalt. If fertilizer is spilled
onto an impervious surface, sweep it back onto the
turf or into the fertilizer bag to reduce the risk of
runoff.

Figure 4. Sweep up spilled or thrown fertilizer and grass
clippings to prevent them from washing into surface waters.
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Smart Plant Choices for Northwest Gardens
Oct. 9, 2018 Participant Evaluation
Please read each statement below. Mark an answer on the LEFT for how much you knew about
this topic BEFORE tonight’s workshop. Next, on the RIGHT, mark how much you know AFTER
hearing tonight’s topic.
BEFORE

AFTER

Did not
know this

Not sure
about this

Somewhat
familiar

Well
informed

Did not
know this

Not sure
about this

Somewhat
familiar

Well
informed

START HERE--- READ THIS STATEMENT FIRST









1. Light, wind, and access are all considerations in
selecting where to place plants.

















2. Getting the right plant in the right place is
preferable to transplanting later.

















3. Organic material added to sandy soil can improve
water retention while it can improve drainage in
clay soil and buffer soil pH.

















4. Variable sun exposure and the shade source are
equal considerations in planning a garden.

















5. Mulching garden beds can nourish or feed the
plants and help to protect the soil.

















6. Local microclimates are very influential in plant
growth and should be considered when making
plant selections.

















7. Height and width of trees and shrubs should be
considered before deciding on plant placement.

















8. Clustering like plants together like sun lovers or
shade lovers will lead to healthier plants.

















9. Making a map of the garden to consider sun,
weather, soil, microclimates is essential to a
successful garden.

















10. Using the tuna can test is a good way to measure
your hose watering volume in order to use water
efficiently.









What practice did you learn tonight that you will use in your garden? ________________________________

We would like to email you a short online survey in a few months to find out how your yard care is going. Please
give your name and email below. As a thank you for taking the online survey, you will be entered into a drawing
for a prize.
_____________________________________
NAME

______________________________________
E-MAIL, PLEASE PRINT

Evaluation Responses
City of Bothell NYC Workshop #2, 10/9/18
Smart Plant Choices for Northwest Gardens
Total completed evaluations received: 26* (37 attended class)
*Several evaluations had blanks in some spots
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1. Light, wind, and access are all
considerations in selecting where to place
plants.
2. Getting the right plant in the right place is
preferable to transplanting later.
3. Organic material added to sandy soil can
improve water retention while it can improve
drainage in clay soil and buffer soil pH.
4. Variable sun exposure and the shade
source are equal considerations in planning a
garden.
5. Mulching garden beds can nourish or feed
the plants and help to protect the soil.
6. Local microclimates are very influential in
plant growth and should be considered when
making plant selections.
7. Height and width of trees and shrubs
should be considered before deciding on
plant placement.
8. Clustering like plants together like sun
lovers or shade lovers will lead to healthier
plants.
9. Making a map of the garden to consider
sun, weather, soil, and microclimates is
essential to a successful garden.
10. Using the tuna can test is a good way to
measure your hose watering volume in order
to use water efficiently.

2

24

1

6

19

1

4

20

4

21

4

21

5

20

4

21

4

21

6

19

3

20

Not sure
about this

Well
informed

22

AFTER
Did not
know this

QUESTIONS

Somewhat
familiar

1

Somewhat
familiar

Not sure
about this

Did not
know this

BEFORE

1

Bird Friendly Plantings

Key Points for Creating Bird Friendly Gardens
The most successful bird friendly garden is one that is created with the needs of birds in mind.
This means you need to create habitat – a garden that will provide shelter, nesting space, food
and water for the birds that live in your area. Include plants that bear fruit or develop nuts and dry
seed heads for food. Because native birds recognize native flora it is critical to include a good
proportion of native plants in your garden cornucopia - especially for the structure and shelter
many of them also provide. Build layers - from tall trees to low groundcovers to attract a variety of
birds. Cover the ground with loose wood chips and leaf litter to create spaces for ground feeding
birds to join the fun. Provide snags, if safety permits, to encourage cavity nesting birds or place
appropriate bird boxes in the garden – ones that can be cleaned each season. Add water
features like bird baths that are shallow, have textured surfaces and can also be easily cleaned.
And don’t be too tidy! Leave some seed heads on fading summer flowers, like sunflowers,
Echincaea, and Cosmos, to attract seed eating birds in for a meal. A diverse and well planted
garden will attract a diverse and well fed symphony of birds to your garden all year long!

Websites
Living With Wildlife - Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife wdfw.wa.gov/living/
Native Plant Guide - King County green.kingcounty.gov/GoNative/Index.aspx
Washington Native Plant Society www.wnps.org
Seattle Audubon Society www.seattleaudubon.org
National Wildlife Federation www.nwf.org
American Bird Conservancy – “Cats Indoors” program www.abcbirds.org/cats
Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary Program - www.wdfw.wa.gov/living/backyard
Landscape for Life – www.landscapeforlife.org

Books
‘Landscaping for Wildlife in the Pacific Northwest’; Russell Link, U.W. Press
‘Plants of the Pacific Northwest Coast’; Pojar and McKinnon, Lone Pine Publishing
‘Gardening With Native Plants of the Pacific Northwest’; Art Kruckeberg, U.W. Press
‘Birds of Seattle’; Chris C. Fisher, Lone Pine Publishing
‘Birds of the Pacific Northwest’; John Shewey and Tim Blount, Timber Press
‘National Audubon Society – Field Guide to Birds Western Region’; Miklos D.F. Udvardy and
John Farrand, National Audubon Society
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Bird Friendly Plantings
Western Red Cedar – Thuja plicata A standard conifer of moist northwest
forests. Growing to more than 100 feet tall in the landscape the cedar provides
year round shelter and nesting sites for many species of birds. Seeds are eaten
by Pine Siskins.
Evergreen Huckleberry – Vaccinium ovatum A broadleaf evergreen shrub
that grows to 6 feet tall with fresh foliage and stems tinged red in the spring.
Growing to six feet, tolerating shade or sun, this beauty provides delicious fruit
for both you and the birds in your garden.
Oregon Grape – Mahonia aquifolium Shiny and spiny, Oregon Grape does
double duty sharing nectar rich bright yellow flowers in the spring for the
overwintering Anna’s Hummingbirds and succulent blue fruit in the summer for
other birds. Good for shelter too. Try making wine from the fruit for a fun
northwest treat.
Rose – Rosa sp. The wild native roses of the Pacific Northwest not only
provide lovely flowers but burst out with juicy and nutritious fruit in the fall, a
favorite of birds. Dry some for tea and leave the rest for the birds. Their thicket
like growth is a boon for birds seeking safety from predators.
Maple – Acer sp. Maples are classic landscape trees, gracing our streets as
well as our gardens. For wild birds they provide ample space to build nests
and tasty seed heads in their samaras in the fall. The gorgeous range of fall
color is a benefit too, brightening up even the gloomiest of October days in the
northwest.
Red Stemmed Dogwood – Cornus alba, C. sanguinea, C. sericea A variety of
species comprise the red (and orange and yellow) stemmed dogwood shrubs,
best known for their colorful new growth that glows on winter days. These
shrubby deciduous plants bloom in the summer and bear fruit that birds make
good use of. The dense growth is good shelter too.
Lichen and Moss – Various sp. Lichens and moss come with the territory
when you garden in the northwest. Instead of fighting the inevitable learn to
embrace their beauty in your garden. Used by many birds to make nests in the
spring, lichen, moss and spider-silk can comprise the delicate 1 by 1.5 inch nest
of the Anna’s Hummingbird nestled into your cedar tree. Some of them make
excellent dyes as well
Annual and Perennial Flowers – Various sp. The fading of your colorful
summer flower display need not make you sad – leave the seed heads to
develop as the plants finish their bloom and watch birds flock in to eat them.
Favorites of sparrows, finches, towhees and even quail, the autumn pickings
from Echinacea, Rudbeckia, Sunflowers, Cosmos, Yarrow, Zinnias, Amaranth
and more will make up the most glorious fall feast for your feathered friends.

© 2017 Created by the Garden Hotline at Tilth Alliance
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Planting to Attract Beneficial Insects
Key Points for Protection of Pollinators and
Beneficial Insects
Think of your garden as habitat! Reduce or eliminate pesticide use; even
“safe” products can be harmful to beneficial insects. Incorporate blooming
plants into your landscape and vegetable garden for year round bloom.
Use native plants; they are recognizable to native insects. Use plants from
the Asteraceae (Daisy), Lamiaceae (Mint) and Apiaceae (Carrot) families.

Websites
Bumblebee Conservation bumblebeeconservation.org/gardening_for_bumblebees.htm
Farmer Fred farmerfredrant.blogspot.com/2010/07/plants-that-attract-beneficial-insects.html
Pollinator Partnership pollinator.org/
Pollinator Pathway pollinatorpathway.com/
Xerces Society

xerces.org/

Books
Attracting Native Pollinators: Protecting North America’s Bees and Butterflies
The Xerces Society Paperback, $25 members, $30 nonmembers
Managing Alternative Pollinators: A Handbook for Beekeepers, Growers, and Conservationists
Eric Mader, Marla Spivak, and Elaine Evans
The Butterflies of Cascadia
Robert Michael Pyle
Befriending Bumble Bees
Elaine Evans, Ian Burns and Marla Spivak
Insects of the Pacific Northwest
Peter Haggard, Judy Haggard

Citizen Science
Great Sunflower Project greatsunflower.org
Bumble Bee Watch bumblebeewatch.org
Urban Pollination Project nwpollination.org
Pollinator Pathway pollinatorpathway.com
Dragonfly Pond Watch xerces.org/dragonfly-migration/pondwatch
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Planting to Attract Beneficial Insects
Lady Beetle
Carrot Family: Angelica, Cilantro and Fennel
Daisy Family: Cosmos, Dandelion, Echinacea and Marigold
Mint Family: Ajuga, Mint, Lavender, Oregano, Thyme
Other: Nasturtium, Penstemon and Statice

Green Lacewing
Carrot Family: Angelica, Cilantro and Fennel
Daisy Family: Coreopsis, Cosmos, Rudbeckia, Yarrow
Pea Family: Clover and Alfalfa

Anise Swallowtail Butterfly
Carrot Family: Fennel, Parsley and Queen Anne’s Lace
Daisy Family: Echincaea, Rudbeckia, Zinnia
Other: Rue

Parasitoid Wasp Carrot Family: Dill, Fennel, and Lovage
Daisy Family: Cosmos, Marigold, Yarrow, and Zinnia
Mint Family: Lemon Balm, Mint, Thyme
Other: Alyssum, Lobelia, Potentilla

Hoverfly Carrot Family: Dill, Cilantro, Fennel, and Queen Anne’s Lace
Daisy Family: Aster, Chrysanthemum, Rudbeckia, Marigold, Yarrow and Zinnia
Mint Family: Ajuga, Lavender, Lemon Balm, Mint, Monarda, Thyme
Other: Allium, Amaranth, Buckwheat, Goldenrod, Lobelia, Penstemon, Sedum

Native Bumble Bee
Daisy Family: Bachelor’s Button, Calendula, Dahlia, Echinacea, Goldenrod, Sunflower
Mint Family: Catnip, Lavender, Monarda, Mint, Oregano, Thyme
Borage Family: Borage, Comfrey, Forget-Me-Not, Heliotrope Phacelia
Other: Penstemon, Rose, Salvia
Honey Bee
Daisy Family: Aster, Calendula, Cornflower, Echinops, Marigold and Sunflower
Mint Family: Lavender, Monarda, Oregano, Rosemary and Thyme
Other: Clematis, Crocus, Hebe, Poppy, Sedum, Snapdragon

Leaf Cutter Bee
Daisy Family: Goldenrod and Sunflower
Mint Family: Lavender
Other: Legumes, Penstemon, Phacelia

Soldier Beetle Carrot Family: Eryngium and Queen Anne’s Lace
Daisy Family: Echinops, Echinacea, Goldenrod, Helianthus, Marigold, Zinnia
Mint Family: Winter Savory
Woodland Skipper Butterfly
Daisy Family: Aster, Dandelion, Marigold, Rudbeckia and Zinnia
Mint Family: Lavender, Oregano and Sage
Other: Grasses for larvae
© 2015 Created by the Garden Hotline at Seattle Tilth
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SOIL RESOURCES FOR
EDIBLE GARDENING
If you want to grow healthy plants, you need to build healthy soil. Healthy soil is full of nutrients,
microorganisms and organic matter. It has good drainage and water holding capacity and helps keep
the water and air free of pollutants. Improve the quality of your soil by adding compost and mulch.
Before you add fertilizer, test your soil to find out what your garden needs and make sure the soil is
free of contaminants. You can build healthy soil by planting cover crops, using a “no-till” technique
such as sheet mulching or straw bale gardening, and rotating your crops to prevent attacks from
pests and disease.

Soil Testing
King Conservation District Soil Testing Program
Tests for fertility, pH, and organic matter. Does not include testing for heavy metals.
Free testing for landowners who reside within the eligibility area, one time only, five samples.
Additional soil tests can be added for a fee.
www.kingcd.org, soiltesting@kingcd.org, (425) 282-1905
UMass Extension Soil & Plant Tissue Testing Laboratory, Amherst, MA
Tests for fertility, pH, cation exchange, lead and aluminum. Extra charges for organic matter and
soluble salts.
soiltest.umass.edu, soiltest@umass.edu, (413) 545-2311
Cascade Analytical, Inc
Tests for fertility, organic matter, pH, and soluble salts. Extra charges for lead and arsenic.
www.cascadeanalytical.com/analytical-services/agricultural/soil-fertility, (800) 545-4206
Soiltest Farm Consultants, Inc.
Offers a variety of tests for fertility, heavy metals and other elements.
www.soiltestlab.com, (800) 765-1622
Kuo Testing Labs, Inc.
Offers a variety of tests for fertility, heavy metals and other elements.
www.kuotestinglabs.com, (800) 328-0112
Edge Analytical Laboratories
Tests for heavy metals, bacteria, pesticides and other contaminants.
www.edgeanalytical.com, (800) 755-9295

Sheet Mulching and Straw Bale Gardening
https://green2.kingcounty.gov/gonative/Article.aspx?Act=view&ArticleID=36
www.agroforestry.net/free-publications/sheet-mulching
www.no-dig-vegetablegarden.com/straw-bale-gardening.html
Find local sources of arborist chips, organic straw bales, cardboard or burlap bags:
The Garden Hotline, gardenhotline.org, (206) 633-0224, help@gardenhotline.org

The Garden Hotline is managed by Tilth Alliance and sponsored by Seattle Public Utilities,
the Local Hazardous Waste Management Program in King County,
Cascade Water Alliance, the Saving Water Partnership and the RainWise program.

Cover Crops
Mail Order:
Fedco Seed Company, www.fedcoseeds.com/ogs.htm, (207) 426-9900
Johnny’s Selected Seeds, www.johnnyseeds.com, (877) 564-6697
Osborn Seed Company, www.osborneseed.com, (800) 845-9113
Peaceful Valley Farm Supply, www.groworganic.com, (888) 784-1722
Territorial Seed Company, www.territorialseed.com, (800) 626-0866
Local Retail – King County:
Bellevue Nursery, http://bellevuenursery.com/, (425) 454-5531
Furney’s Nursery, www.furneysnursery.com, (206) 878-8761
Hayes Feed and Country Store (206) 242-8000
McLendon’s Hardware, www.mclendons.com, Renton (425) 235-3555 Woodinville (425) 485-1363
Molbak’s Nursery, www.molbaks.com, (425) 483-5000
The Grange in Issaquah, http://grangesupply.com/, (425) 392-6469
Local Retail: Seattle:
City People’s Garden Store, www.citypeoples.com/gardenstore, (206) 324-0737
Magnolia Garden Center, www.magnoliagarden.com/, (206) 284-1161
Sky Nursery, www.skynursery.com, (206) 546-4851
Swansons Nursery, www.swansonsnursery.com, (206) 782-2543
Walt’s Organic Fertilizer Co., https://waltsorganic.com, (206) 297-9092
West Seattle Nursery, http://westseattlenursery.com/, (206) 935-9276

Certified Organic Soil Products
Bulk
Bailey Compost, www.baileycompost.com, (360) 568-8826
Cedar Grove Composting, https://cedar-grove.com, (877) 764-5748
DirtExchange, http://dirtexchange.us, (206) 599-3478 (carries Cedar Grove products)
Sky Nursery, www.skynursery.com, (206) 546-4851 (carries Cedar Grove products)
Yelm Earthworm & Castings Farm, www.yelmworms.com, (877) 339-6767
Bagged
Black Gold OMRI certified products – available at local retail stores including Fred Meyer
Cedar Grove Compost & Potting Soil - available at local retail stores
Zoo Doo compost. Call the ZooStore at (206) 548-1535 to check for availability.

Organic Fertilizer Sources
Walt’s Organic Fertilizer Co., https://waltsorganic.com, (206) 297-9092. Granular certified organic
‘Rainy Pacific NW Blend’ fertilizer and others blended for local conditions.
Hendrickus Organics, http://www.hendrikusorganics.com, (425) 392-9977. Granular certified
organic fertilizers and soil conditioners blended for local conditions.
Dr. Earth, https://drearth.com. Granular and liquid fertilizers
E.B. Stone, www.ebstone.org. Granular and liquid fertilizers
Neptune’s Harvest, www.neptunesharvest.com, Granular and liquid fertilizers
WISErganic, http://wiserganic.com. All-purpose organic liquid fertilizers made from food scraps
collected at PCC Natural Markets and made into fertilizer in Issaquah.
Wiser Worm Farm, www.wiserwormfarm.com. Worm tea fertilizer made from certified organic worm
castings.

Crop Rotation for Integrated Pest Management and Fertility
“The Maritime Northwest Garden Guide”, Seattle Tilth, rev. ed., 2014.
“Your Farm in the City”, Lisa Taylor, 2011, Black Dog and Leventhal Publishers, Inc.
“Growing Vegetables West of the Cascades”, Steve Solomon, 2007, Sasquatch Books.
.

Learn More About Natural Yard Care
Contact the Garden Hotline with your garden questions!
help@gardenhotline.org (206) 633-0224 gardenhotline.org

Taste the Flowers!

Key Points for Growing Healthy Edible Flowers
Build healthy soil by adding compost, plant your plants in the right place for their needs and don’t
use toxic chemicals to manage pests or fertilize your plants. Tend to their needs, making sure
they get adequate water during the summer. Keep the flowers picked (and eaten!) to keep them
blooming. Remove stamen and style to reduce pollen allergy issues before eating. Many edible
flowers also attract pollinators and other beneficial insects - plant enough for everyone! Be
certain of your plant’s identification before eating flowers you are not familiar with. Do not pick
wild edible flowers from sites that might have been sprayed with pesticides.

Websites
Oregon State IPM www.oregonstate.edu/dept/nurspest/
Sustainable Flower Farming www.modernfarmer.com/2015/02/sustainable-flower-farming/
West Coast Seeds www.westcoastseeds.com/articles-and-instructions/flower-talk/list-of-edible-flowers/
National Gardening Association www.garden.org/ediblelandscaping/?page=edible-flowers
North Carolina Cooperative Extension www.content.ces.ncsu.edu/choosing-and-using-edible-flowersag-790

Books
Maritime Northwest Garden Guide – Tilth Alliance
The Edible Flower Garden - Rosalind Creasy
Edible Flowers and Leaves – D & P Gramp
Edible Flowers – Kathy Brown
The Organic Gardener’s Handbook - Fern Marshall Bradley and Barbara W. Ellis
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Taste the Flowers!
Alyssum – Lobularia maritima This Brassica family
member makes a nice addition to garnishes mixed with
parsley. Try adding to jelled desserts. Attractive to
pollinators

Carnation – Dianthus caryophyllus Steep these spicy
sweet flowers in wine and add as toppings on
cupcakes. Add fresh and whole to salads or pull petals
off to add as garnish on deviled eggs.

Dahlia – Dahlia pinnata Succulent colorful petals can be
added to salad – tastes just like lettuce! The tubers are
edible too though some are more bland than others. Peel
and cook like potatoes
Daylily – Hemerocallis fulvus The flowers and the
tubers are both edible. The flowers are sweet and
tender and great last minute additions to a summer
salad. The tubers can be boiled like potatoes. Daylilies
are a good source of Vitamin C and carotene
Marigold – Tagetes patula This spicy and colorful flower
can be brewed into a warming tea or used as a bright
accent to salads. Great for attracting beneficial insects.
Nasturtium – Tropaeolum majus Spicy flowers are great as
flavorful fritters or stuffed with savory meat and olives. Add
them whole to salads or garnish fruity desserts.
Pot Marigold – Calendula officinalis Add plucked petals to
quiche or scrambled eggs or try in a fresh garden salsa. You
can also dry and use the petals later as garnish – used
medicinally the petals are also added to skin nourishing salves.
Sunflower – Helianthus annuus This incredible versatile plant
offers petals, seeds, leaves and young shoots for your culinary
use. Stir fry the young shoots and mature leaves – roast and
salt the seeds and toss some petals into your salad.
Zinnia – Zinnia x hybrida Another great flower for tea, Zinnias also
make a great addition to lemonade. Try adding them to cheese
spreads for a little kick and color. Deep fry or stir fry and eat with rice.

© 2016 Created by the Garden Hotline at Tilth Alliance
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Planting and Mulching Demonstration
October 13, 2018 Participant Evaluation
Please mark X or  your answer to each question and add
any comments you wish. Thank you for your time.

Not at
all

1 To what extent are you ready to apply best planting
practices such as plant width, depth, watering, root care,
and soil conditions?

  



2 How well did you learn the techniques for mulching plant
beds to nourish and feed plants?

  
  




  



3 To what extent can you apply the practical guides you got
on plant placement such as considering height, spread,
trees, and sun?
4 How prepared are you to try something new from today’s
demonstration on planting and mulching?

Fairly
well

Extremely Not able
well
to answer

If this is your first time attending a Natural Yard Care Program event, please add your name and email so we
may send you ONE brief online follow-up survey in 1-2 months to ask if you are using these practices. Thanks.
NAME __________________________________ EMAIL (please print) ______________________________

Aeration Demonstration
October 13, 2018 Participant Evaluation
Please mark X or  your answer to each question and add
any comments you wish. Thank you for your time.

Not at
all

Fairly
well

1 To what extent are you ready to use what you learned
about variations of aeration (spike or plug) and use a
manual or mechanical aerator?









2 How well did you learn techniques for top dressing such
as top soil, compost, or grass options?









3 To what extent could you apply practical tips for
improving lawn drainage, water runoff, or excess
moisture?









4 How prepared are you to try something new from today’s
aeration demonstration?









Extremely Not able
well
to answer

If this is your first time attending a Natural Yard Care Program event, please add your name and email so we
may send you ONE brief online follow-up survey in 1-2 months to ask if you are using these practices. Thanks.
NAME __________________________________ EMAIL (please print) _____________________________

Evaluation Responses
City of Bothell NYC Workshop #3, 10/13/18
Hands-on Demonstration, Part 1: Planting and Mulching
Total completed evaluations received: 9 (9 attended class)

1. To what extent are you ready to apply best planting practices
such as plant width, depth, watering, root care, and soil
conditions?
2. How well did you learn the techniques for mulching plant beds
to nourish and feed plants?
3. To what extent can you apply the practical guides you got on
plant placement such as considering height, spread, trees, and
sun?
4. How prepared are you to try something new from today’s
demonstration on planting and mulching?

1

8

1

8

2

7
9

Not able to
answer

Extremely
well

Fairly well

AFTER DEMO
Not at all

QUESTIONS

Evaluation Responses
City of Bothell NYC Workshop #3, 10/13/18
Hands-on Demonstration, Part 2: Aeration
Total completed evaluations received: 8 (8 attended class)

1. To what extent are you ready to use what you learned about
variations or aeration (spike or plug) and use a manual or
mechanical aerator?
2. How well did you learn the techniques for top dressing such as
top soil, compost, or grass options?
3. To what extent could you apply practical tips for improving lawn
drainage, water runoff, or excess moisture?
4. How prepared are you to try something new from today’s
aeration demonstration?

8
8
1

2

5

1

7

Not able to
answer

Extremely
well

Fairly well

AFTER DEMO
Not at all

QUESTIONS

Natural Yard Care Workshops Follow-Up
Questionnaire
Which workshop(s) did you
attend?

Thank you for attending at least one of our Natural Yard Care workshops in October.
We would like to know if you have used what you learned in natural yard or lawn care.
We would also like to ask what additional information would help increase the level of
natural yard care you techniques you use. Please mark your answers for each
question.
At the end of the survey, you can enter a drawing for a copy of Eileen Stark's book
called Real Gardens Grow Natives: Design, Plant, & Enjoy a Healthy Northwest
Garden. Thank you!

*

1

Which workshop(s) did you attend? (Check all that apply.)
3

Oct. 2 - Healthy Lawns &
Gardens

3

Oct. 9 - Smart Plant Choices

3

Oct. 13 - Hands-on NYC Basics

*

2

What is your email address? We will not share your email address with others or use it for
commercial purposes.

Natural Yard Care Workshops Follow-Up
Questionnaire
Have you used any of the techniques you learned in the
workshop(s)?

*

*

3

In what ways have you improved the soil in your yard or garden? (Check all that apply)
Added organic matter (compost)

Used a cover crop as a nitrogen and nutrient source

Had soil tested to identify if nutrients are needed

I have not done anything to the soil in my yard or
garden

Other (please specify)

*

4

What have you used to renovate or maintain your lawn? (Check all the apply.)
Natural or organic fertilizer (slow release)

Aeration - manual or mechanical

Top dressing with compost

I have not done anything to renovate or maintain my
lawn

Top dressing with grass
Other (please specify)

*

5

If you have had lawn problems, what actions have you taken to improve your lawn's
health? (Check all the apply.)
Assessed what the issue is, such as slope, ponding,
and shade

Used a new seed mix in place of other lawn seeds to
replace lawn or in place of lawn

Considered using a seed mix such as Eco-lawn, but
have not decided

I have not taken any of these actions

Other (please specify)

*

6

Have you applied best planting practices in placing new plants in your garden? (Check all
the apply.)
I have not done any planting yet
I have been more selective in plant placement

I have planned for new plants but haven't yet planted
anything
I have placed new plants considering width, depth,
sun, shade, soil, and microclimate

Other (please specify)

*

*

7

Have you mapped your garden to renovate with new plants? (Check all the apply.)
No, I have not done this

I plan to do this in the future

I am not likely to do this

Yes, I have mapped my garden

I am not sure whether I need to do this
Other (please specify)

*

8

What actions have you taken to improve watering and decrease water use? (Check all
that apply.)
Placed alike plants together to increase watering
efficiency
Chosen plants with low watering needs
Mulched garden beds

Aerated the lawn
Improved lawn drainage
Measured water volume using the tuna can test
I have not done any of these

Watered in the morning to avoid evaporation
Other (please specify)

*

9

If you haven't taken any action in your yard or garden since the workshop(s) you
attended, could you please tell us why? (Check all that apply.)
I have not had time

I don't know

I am not sure what to do

This question doesn't apply to me

I am planning to wait until spring or next fall
Other (please specify)

Natural Yard Care Workshops Follow-Up
Questionnaire

What else would you like to learn
about?

10

What Natural Yard Care topics would you like to learn more about?

11

What did you enjoy about the workshop(s) you attended?

12

How could we make the next series of Natural Yard Care workshops better for you?

Natural Yard Care Workshops Follow-Up
Questionnaire
Want to win a free northwest gardening
book?

As our thanks to you for taking this survey, we're offering a chance to win a copy of
Eileen Stark's book called Real Gardens Grow Natives: Design, Plant, & Enjoy a
Healthy Northwest Garden. We will randomly select one winner from all of the survey
participants the week of January 7 and notify you by email if you've won.

13

If you'd like to be entered into the drawing, please type your email address one more
time.

Natural Yard Care Workshops Follow-Up
Questionnaire
Thank you for your
time!

*

14

Thanks again for attending at least one of our Natural Yard Care workshops!
We're hoping to hold more workshops next fall on different topics. Would you like us
to notify you about future workshops?
Yes
No

Learn more about Natural Yard Care at www.bothellwa.gov/nyc.

Natural Yard Care Questionnaire
Do you qualify to take this survey?

In October, City of Bothell offered a series of Natural Yard Care workshops and a
demonstration for residents, including new homeowners. To assess the effectiveness of
the workshops and to identify the community need for more workshops, we invite you to
answer the following questions. Your responses are confidential. To thank you for your
time, you can enter a drawing for a book called Northwest Home Landscaping, which
includes 48 landscape designs and over 200 plants suited for our region. We will ask you
for your name and email at the end of the survey if you'd like to enter the drawing. Thanks
for your time!

* 1. Did you attend any of the three Natural Yard Care workshops we offered in October?
No
Yes

Natural Yard Care Questionnaire
Do you live in Bothell?

* 2. Do you live within Bothell's city limits?
Yes
No
I don't know

* 3. What is your zip code?

Natural Yard Care Questionnaire
What do you already know about Natural Yard Care?

* 4. Please select one answer that best describes your gardening/yard care in the past four months.

Testing soil can
determine any need
for amendments (e.g.
lime, organic material)
Using a cover crop is
a means to improve
soil structure in my
yard/garden
A natural or organic
fertilizer can be used
annually along with
grasscycling
If phosphorous is used
on lawns, it leads to
algae in waterways
A groundcover such
as Eco-lawn or a seed
mix can be used in
place of a traditional
lawn in all or part of
the space available for
a lawn
Methods such as top
dressing, applying
compost, or
grasscycling can
maintain the condition
of a lawn

I don't know this

I would consider

I want to know
more about this

and/or I don't plan
to do this

doing this in the
future

before deciding
whether to do it

I know this or I do
this already

I'm unable to
answer this

I want to know

Using a manual or
mechanical aerator
can improve the
condition of a lawn
with the plugs left on
top of the lawn and
watered
Amending the soil in a
garden with organic
matter can improve
water retention or
improve drainage,
depending on the type
of soil
Mulch on plant beds
typically nourishes or
feeds the plants
Best planting practices
consider all conditions
for plant placement
(plant width, depth,
water need, soil
conditions,
microclimates)
Mapping a yard is very
useful to decide where
to place plants,
shrubs, trees, lawn
and/or groundcover
Testing the water
volume for the hose or
watering technique
used will lead to
watering efficiently
and effectively based
on conditions

I don't know this

I would consider

more about this

and/or I don't plan
to do this

doing this in the
future

before deciding
whether to do it

I know this or I do
this already

I'm unable to
answer this

* 5. Please continue with these final questions.
Not interested at all

Would depend on the

Would depend on the

topic

day and time

Uncertain

How likely are you to
attend a natural yard
care class that is 2
hours long on a
weeknight or
weekend?
How likely are you to
attend a "get your
hands dirty"
demonstration on a
garden or natural yard
care topic?

6. What garden or yard care topic(s) would you most like to learn about?

7. Have long have you lived in your current home?
Less than 6 months
6-12 months
1-2 years
3-5 years
More than 5 years

8. Would you like to be entered into a drawing to win a copy of a book called Northwest Home
Landscaping, which includes 48 landscape designs and over 200 plants suited for our region?
Yes
No

Natural Yard Care Questionnaire
Contact information for drawing

9. Please enter your email address below so we can reach you if you win the drawing. We will not
share your email address with others.

We will keep your email address until one week after the drawing is completed on Dec. 31, 2018.

Natural Yard Care Questionnaire
Thanks for your time!

Thank you! Your answers help us determine how to tailor our Natural Yard Care program to fit your needs. Learn more
about Natural Yard Care at www.bothellwa.gov/nyc. We appreciate your time!
If you entered the drawing, we will randomly select a winner the first week of January.
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Prepared for :
Christi Cox
Surface Water Program Coordinator – Education & Outreach
City of Bothell Public Works

And
Tilth Alliance

Prepared by:
Maggie McKenna, PhD, MPH
ConTEXT Evaluation

Table of Contents
Introduction

1

Methods for Data Collection and Analysis

2

Results: Participants increased Knowledge of Lawn Care Practices

3

Additional class results: Participants also Gained Knowledge about Plant
Choices

4

Results from October Demonstrations/ Workshops on Planting and Mulching
and Aeration

6

Discussion: Participants have adopted Natural Yard Care Practices

7

Comparison of Class Participants to other Local Residents

8

Conclusions

11

Suggestions to Improve Classes and Future Class Topics

12

Appendix A - List of Class Topics

13

Appendix B - Natural Yard Care Questionnaire

14

Evaluation of City of Bothell Natural Yard Care Program

Natural Yard Care Program Evaluation
Introduction
The City of Bothell began a natural yard care outreach and education program nearly ten years ago in
the interest of addressing water quality issues that are related to local residents’ use of chemicals and
pesticides as part of lawn and garden care. The City of Bothell previously participated in 2014-15 in an
evaluation of natural yard care education in conjunction with selected North and South Sound
communities to document the effectiveness of outreach education models that varied in key elements. 1
In Fall 2018 the City of Bothell contracted with Tilth Alliance to deliver instruction on natural yard
practices to reach local residents and to also evaluate the classes and workshops. The Garden Hotline
Educators at Tilth Alliance have experience in conducting natural lawn and yard care education that
engages local residents, is delivered with reasonable costs, and has been shown to contribute to
residents adopting or maintaining natural yard care practices that will protect the environment and
conserve natural resources.
The environmental education included a two-hour class on Natural Lawn Care, a two-hour class on
Choosing the Right Plant, a two hour demonstration/workshop on Aeration Methods and a two hour
demonstration/workshop on Planting and Mulching. The classes were delivered by professionals with
expertise in botany, landscaping, and the influence of northwest maritime climate on gardening. The
participants had access to ask the instructors questions and there were incentives offered in door prizes
and an opportunity to have a consultation from an expert garden educator. The classes were each
delivered on a weeknight in early October and the two workshops followed on Saturday October 13th.
There were 24 class attendees who completed the first class evaluation and 26 completed the second
class evaluation. There were fewer participants at the Saturday workshops with nine attendees at the
Mulching workshop and eight attendees completing the evaluation at the Aeration workshop.
The residents could have learned about the educational offerings through several means that included a
City of Bothell brochure listing recreational options and activities, an announcement, or word of mouth
promotion through friends, neighbors or local contacts. The participants could decide to attend one or
more of the classes or workshops so an individual could attend two, four, six or eight hours of natural
yard care instruction. A list of topics addressed in each class and demonstration is included in Appendix
A. The expected results are that participants will adopt natural yard care practices free of pesticides and
chemicals and will also practice conserving resources through watering wisely. This document
summarizes the responses from participants who attended one or more of the classes and
demonstrations to describe the extent that local residents are applying what they learned to improve
natural yard care and resource conservation practices.

1

City of Bothell. Program Review. Changing Public Outreach Methods Based on Evaluation Review 2016 North and
South Sound Natural Yard Care Education Evaluation Report Prepared for: Snohomish County and City of Olympia
December 31, 2015
1
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Methods for Data Collection and Analysis
The overall goals for evaluating the program are: (1) to identify if the instruction contributes to the
participants gaining new knowledge and increasing their understanding of natural lawn and yard care
practices and (2) to describe if the program contributes to the participants’ adoption of and
implementation of positive or preferred best natural lawn and yard care practices.



Retrospective Pre-Post measures at Classes- At the two class sessions, participants were
asked to respond to questions to identify changes in their knowledge and understanding of natural
yard care practices. The format was a retrospective pre-post questionnaire where participants selfassess how much they knew prior to the educational session and what they know after the session.
This tool is especially appropriate for a short educational session of several hours duration where
participants can reliably recall how much they knew about a topic at the start and end of a session.
It is also a preferred approach to ask participants to complete a single form and not overwhelm
them with separate pre and post- tests to complete in a span of two hours.
On a four point scale participants could rate themselves as not having any knowledge that
corresponded to a 1, being unsure of what they knew that was counted as a 2, being somewhat
familiar that corresponded to a 3, and being well informed that counted as a 4. The average preclass self-rating can be compared to the average post-care self-rating. It would be expected that
participants would tend to have less specific topic knowledge before a class and thus rate
themselves lower but at the end of class they would have increased their understanding as
indicated in an increase in the average post score.



Statements of intention at Workshops – Following each of the workshops/ demonstrations
the participants were asked to complete statements about how well prepared they were to apply
what they learned and how likely they were to use what they learned to change their yard care
practices. The results are reported by summing the responses of participants. The larger numbers
of participants who reported they felt extremely well prepared would indicate that the
demonstrations had succeeded in providing the skills and behaviors for the participants to
implement in their home yards and gardens.



Follow-Up surveys for Class participants and Comparison Group- The evidence of
changing local residents’ garden and yard care practices actually rests with their actions and
behaviors at their homes. We can ask about their intentions to act using natural yard care
practices but the proof will be what they do at home. Seven weeks after the second class, the
participants in the two classes were sent a follow-up survey via email with a link to complete the
questions. The questions asked what practices they had started or continued as a result of
attending the classes and/or attending one or two demonstrations.
In order to assess the influence of class instruction and demonstration on changing yard care
actions among local residents, the results from the class participants were compared to a small
sample of Bothell residents who had not attended any of the lawn care, plant selection, planting
2

Evaluation of City of Bothell Natural Yard Care Program

or aeration classes or workshops. The results of comparing the participant group to the nonparticipant sample is included which lend support to delivering instruction to local residents with
the goal of increasing use of natural yard care practices. The future data collection plan is to
repeat a follow-up survey to the class participants to identify if they adopt and implement or
continue any use of natural lawn and yard care practices.

Results: Participants increased knowledge of Lawn Care Practices

2

In the first class on Healthy Lawns and Gardens, the participants
showed the largest gains in knowledge in specific natural lawn care
practices. Most participants had not been aware about the frequency
of using grass fertilizer and were not informed about the hazards of
phosphorus.

Class topics
Grass fertilizer once a year with grass
cycling

Pre-class average
1.38

Post class
average
3.83

Not use phosphorus on lawns

1.58

3.83

Improving lawn drainage

1.83

3.91

Lawns need 6-8 hours sun daily

1.92

3.92

Change in
knowledge

 +2.45
 +2.25
 +2.08
 +2.00

The participants also gained new knowledge in other lawn care topics. The slightly smaller changes
would indicate that more participants had some knowledge about these topics prior to the class. These
are still notable gains in learning about alternatives to lawns and watering wisely.
Pre-class average
Class topics
Groundcovers as alternates to lawns
Water lawns an inch of water a week
in dry months

1.71

Post class
average
3.63

2.00

3.83

Change in
knowledge

 +1.92
 +1.83

In addition to learning about lawn care, watering, and groundcovers the participants were also informed
about healthy soil, soil testing, and improving soil structure. There were several participants who were
somewhat familiar with these topics at the start of class and only one or two participants in a class of 24
felt they were well informed about these topics prior to class. The increases reflect that most
participants gained new knowledge about soil and practices that build healthy soil.

2

Photo source: Natural Yard Care, Seattle Public Utilities.
3

Evaluation of City of Bothell Natural Yard Care Program

Pre-class average
2.08

Post class
average
3.83

Healthy soil stored carbon and filters
out pollutants

2.17

3.74

Plants may be more adaptable to
slopes and shady areas.

2.33

3.83

Using a cover crop can be a means to
improve soil structure.

2.17

3.58

Class topics
Getting soil tested is first step to
identifying need for amendments

Change in
knowledge

+1.75
 +1.57
+1.50
+1.41

Overall, in this class on Lawns and Gardens from the Ground Up, participants showed an increase in
knowledge in each topic addressed during the class. This suggests that local residents caring for their
lawns and yards benefit from having this instruction available and it will potentially contribute to
implementing best natural practices.

Additional class results:
Participants also gained
Knowledge about Plant Choices
3

The second class informed the attendees about selecting the “right plants for the right places” based on
several considerations specific to our northwest climate and microclimates. Participants could learn
about placing plants, clustering like plants, and watering plants. Generally, more of the class attendees
were somewhat familiar with the conditions that influence plant selection than there were attendees
who knew something about best practices for lawn care. While there were positive gains, these were
smaller increases. This corresponds to the pattern of participants knowing something about plants to
knowing a great deal and feeling well informed about the specific topics.
The two topics where the class attendees had the greatest gains in knowledge were in learning about
the tuna can test for hose watering volume and adding organic materials to soil. The next topic where
there was a notable increase in knowledge was in teaching participants to map their gardens.
Pre-class average
Class topics
Tuna can test to measure hose
watering volume to water efficiently
Adding organic material to sandy soil
to improve water retention
3

1.92

Post class
average
3.68

2.12

3.88

Change in
knowledge

 +1.76
 +1.76

Photo source: portlandnursery.com
4

Evaluation of City of Bothell Natural Yard Care Program

Making a map of the garden for sun,
weather, soil, microclimates

2.19

3.76

 +1.57

In this Plant Choices class approximately half of the participants were already somewhat aware of
conditions to consider in selecting plants. They increased from an average of 2.42 or 2.46 to a post-class
average of 3.8 or 3.84. This reflects that 77% of the class was very well informed in plant selection at the
conclusion of the class.
Pre-class average
Post class
Change in
Class topics
average
knowledge
Local microclimates should be
2.42
3.80
+1.38
considered in plant selection.
Clustering like plants will lead to
healthier plants.

2.46

3.84


 +1.38

Nearly half of the participants were somewhat familiar with planning their garden, placing plants, and
feeding plants prior to the class. In these topics, the participants increased from being aware to
becoming well informed about the topics. The amount of change that conveys knowledge gain is close
to one and is less than one. These results contrast to the larger gains in knowledge of 2.28 and 2.45 that
were described in the class on lawn care practices where more participants gained more knowledge.
Pre-class average

Change in
knowledge

2.84

Post class
average
3.84

Size of trees and shrubs should be
considered before plant placement.

2.42

3.36

 +.94

Light, wind, access all considerations
on placing plants.

3.04

3.92

+.88

Mulching can nourish plants and
protect the soil.

3.02

3.84

+.82

Right plant in right place preferable to
transplant later.

2.96

3.69

+.73

Class topics
Sun and shade are equal
considerations in planning a garden.

+1.00

The results above show that the average of pre-class knowledge was close to 3 corresponding to a
majority of the participants being familiar with the topic or already being well informed about the topic.
There were 10 participants who identified that they were already informed about considering tree and
shrub size in plant placement. Similarly eight participants identified they were already well informed
about correct initial plant placement rather than transplanting later. Seven participants were already
well informed about the benefits of mulching before the class started.

5
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These participants may not have gained new knowledge but they likely affirmed what they knew about
the best natural practices. Other participants gained new knowledge in these and other topics as shown
above in the increases from the pre class averages to the post class averages. In one topic, 92% of
participants were well informed about light, wind and access all being considerations in selecting where
to place plants.

Results from October Demonstrations/
Workshops on Planting and Mulching and
Aeration
At the two demonstrations/ workshops the participants could see
how to implement the techniques and methods that were
described in the classes. All of the workshop participants had
attended at least one of the classes on lawn care or plant selection.

4

During the Planting and Mulching workshop the group of nine participants could get their hands dirty in
planting and mulching plant beds. The workshops were successful in preparing the participants to use
what they had learned as evident in 100% saying they were very well prepared. Nearly, as many,
89% felt they could
readily apply what
they heard about
watering, root care
and soil conditions.
The same proportion
felt they were very
well prepared in
using mulching
Photos: Laura Matter, Garden Hotline Program
techniques.
Manager

At the second workshop on Aeration, eight participants saw different variations and all left feeling very
well prepared to use either manual or mechanical techniques. Similarly, all felt very well prepared to use
one of the options demonstrated for top dressing. While there were practical tips provided on
improving lawn drainage and water runoff, 63% felt very well prepared to use these guidelines and 25%
felt at least somewhat prepared to use this practical advice.
The workshops reinforce the content delivered in the classes and are also an opportunity for the
attendees to ask questions about applying the advice and practical tips in their own garden and yards.
Approximately one third of the class participants also attended the Saturday demonstrations/
workshops. The workshops were timely as they were scheduled within a week or two of the classes with
the intent of extending the participants’ learning. In the future the class participants could be strongly
4

Photo source: Laura Matter, Garden Hotline Program Manager
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encouraged to also attend one or both workshops with the intent of reinforcing their learning best
practices to apply in their yards.

Discussion: Participants have adopted Natural Yard Care Practices
There were 24 and 26 participants who completed the evaluations for the two classes and 17 of these
local residents responded to the follow-up survey in early December 2018. Among respondents, 76%
had attended one or both of the classes and 35% had been in one of the demonstrations. One objective
was to identify if participants are putting their knowledge into action by adopting and implementing
natural yard care practices.
Maintaining and Improving Lawns- While a number of respondents have not yet taken action to
renovate or maintain their lawn, one encouraging finding was that at least half of the follow-up survey
respondents have acted to improve the soil in their yard or garden. Most often they added compost to
the soil but participants also used a cover crop, de-thatched, aerated, or used sheet mulch.
These survey respondents also took action to renovate or maintain their lawns. There were nearly equal
numbers of respondents who used a slow release fertilizer, top dressed the lawn with compost or grass,
or aerated. Eight respondents assessed the issue in their lawn health and four are considering using a
seed mix such as Eco-lawn but are not yet decided. Survey respondents could have done more than one
action to maintain their lawns.
Planning for plant placement- Four respondents have already placed plants in their gardens with
attention to the width, depth, sun, shade and microclimate as taught in the Plants Class. Seven
respondents have been more selective about plants and planned for future plant placement. A related
finding is that ten respondents are planning to map their garden to renovate with new plants. This will
be a time to apply what they heard in class about considerations for optimal plant placement. Another
related finding is that five survey respondents chose plants with low watering needs which is a step
toward decreasing water use.
Decreasing water use- One aim of natural yard care classes is to support participants in learning to
conserve resources including watering gardens and yards wisely. Eight participants took action to
decrease water use by mulching garden beds while five aerated the lawn and five watered early or late
to avoid evaporation. These are very encouraging results and the participants’ early adoption of these
actions may lead to them continuing these actions in the spring and summer.
Overall there are positive findings that the participants are already applying what they learned or are
planning to use knowledge of natural garden and yard care practices. The chart below shows how class
participants who responded to the follow-up survey are adopting or applying best practices.5 In addition
to the individuals represented below there were nine class participants who responded they are
planning new plants but haven’t yet planted and ten are planning to map their garden in the future. The
sum of the respondents who have already taken action combined with those who are considering or
planning future actions shows that at least half of the class is committed to natural yard care practices.
5

An n of 25 was used based on the average of 24 and 26 participants who completed the class evaluations at each
of the two classes.
7
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Class participants are applying best practices in natural lawn
& yard care (n=25)
60%
48%

50%
40%

36%

32%

28%

30%
20%
10%
0%

Added compost to
Top dressing
Being selective in
improve soil
(compost or grass) plant placement

Mulched garden
beds

Comparison of the Class Participants with other Local Residents
There were 21 local residents who did not attend any
of the Natural Yard Care classes or workshops who
responded when sent a link to an online survey asking
about their lawn and yard care practices. This formed a
comparison group of non-participants. Eighteen
responded to a question about where they lived and
13 non-participants lived in Bothell city limits and 5
lived outside the City limits. There were ten nonparticipants who answered the yard care questions so
their answers are discussed below. Six respondents
had lived in their homes for at least five years.

Less than half of the non-participants
lived in 98011 zip code (n=18)
98036
6%

98021
33%

98072
6%
98011
44%
98012
11%

In this small sample of ten local gardeners, six respondents were already fairly knowledgeable about
natural yard care. Six already knew or were implementing two preferred natural lawn and garden
practices: applying mulch on plant beds and considering conditions that affect optimal plant placement.
Five of these non-participants knew or were already (1) using methods for top dressing such as applying
compost, (2) using a manual or mechanical aerator, or (3) mapping their garden.
In this small sample, fewer gardeners knew about testing soil to determine the need for amendments or
testing the water hose volume to check for watering efficiently. This group of gardeners was also not as
familiar with the use of cover crop to improve soil structure or the use of a ground cover in place of a
traditional lawn. Only three of the gardeners were aware of the risk of using phosphorus on lawns
because it can lead to algae in waterways.
There was a much larger percent of the class participants who were well informed about natural lawn
and yard care practices, following class or workshop instruction, than was found in the small sample of
local residents who had not attended any classes or demonstrations. In each topic, the class participants
8
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far exceeded other Bothell residents in their knowledge and preparation to apply knowledge in best
practices.
In each of the charts below, the percent of class participants who were well informed on the topic or
practice after the class (Post) is shown as well as the percent that felt informed on this topic before the
class (Pre). The Post measures for the class participants exceed the non-participating local residents
who responded that they were informed or already doing the selected action in their yard. The survey
items are slightly shortened in the charts so the complete Natural Yard Care Questionnaire that was sent
to non-participants is included in Appendix B.
After classes, a majority of class participants were well informed in applying organic fertilizer, using a
cover crop or in testing soil to determine the need for amendments. This contrasts to just 30% or 20% of
the local residents who had not attended any class who knew or did these practices.
Class participants were far more informed than local residents
83%

Organic fertilizer can be used annually along
with grasscycling.

0%
30%
67%

Using a cover crop improves soil structure .

8%
20%
83%

Testing soil can determine any need for
amendments

8%
20%
0%

Participants - Post class
Local residents- no instruction

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Class Participants Pre-class

Two areas where the class participants learned new information that the comparison group of nonparticipants did not know were about the use groundcover in place of a traditional lawn and the harmful
use of phosphorus. This is shown in the chart below where just 20% and 30% of the local residents were
informed or were using these practices.
All workshop participants reported being well prepared to aerate their lawn or apply top dressing after
participating in the workshops. This was not asked as a pre class question. In contrast, only 50% of nonparticipant local residents already knew or were already using these lawn and yard care practices.
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More Class participants than local residents knew natural lawn and
yard care practices
100%

Manual or mechanical aerator can
improve the condition of a lawn.

50%
100%

Top dressing can maintain the condition
of a lawn.

50%
83%

Groundcover can be used in place of a
traditional lawn.

4%
20%
88%

Phosphorus on lawns leads to algae in
waterways.

8%
30%
0%

Participants - Post class
Local residents- no instruction

50%

100%

150%

Class Participants Pre-class

In two topic areas the percent of local residents who knew or were well informed about the topic was
just slightly less than the percent of class participants who felt well informed about this topic after
attending classes and demonstrations. Among the non-participants, 60% knew or were already
considering many factors that influence successful plant placement and they knew about or were
already mulching plant beds. This suggests that there are some local gardeners who have some prior
knowledge about these topics and there may be sources of information and resources available about
plant placement and about mulching plant beds.
After class 80% and 84% of the participants felt very well informed to consider conditions in plant
placement and to mulch plant beds in their gardens or yards. These were very large increases for class
participants who gained knowledge about plant placement and mulching plant beds as evident in only
4% and 27% feeling well informed about each of these topics prior to class.
The class participants also showed a large increase in understanding the importance of adding organic
material to soil as evident in 17% initially knowing this and 80% feeling well informed about this practice
after class. As evident in the chart below, 80% of class participants were well informed about the
benefits of adding organic material but only 30% of the non-participant local gardener sample reported
knowing or doing this action.

10
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Class participants became well informed about natural lawn and
yard care practices that were lesser known by some local
residents
Testing the water volume will lead to
watering efficiently.

19%

Mapping is useful to decide where to
place plants.

80%
30%
76%

8%

Best planting practices consider all
conditions for plant placement.

50%
80%

4%

60%

Mulch on plant beds typically nourishes or
feeds the plants.

84%

27%

Organic matter can improve water
retention or improve drainage depending
on the type of soil.

17%
0%

Participants - Post class
Local residents- no instruction

60%
80%

30%
50%

100%

Class Participants Pre-class

Conclusions
There were very large measures of change from the pre-class indicators of knowledge and action to the
post-class indicators of knowledge and readiness to act. In some topic areas only 4% to 8% of the class
participants were informed about a natural yard care practice prior to class but this increased to 80%
after class or demonstration. The results support continuing the classes and demonstrations as a means
of imparting natural lawn and yard care information to local residents.
Class participants had a very notable increase in their understanding of preparing soil with organic
material (compost) and also were well informed about only using a grass fertilizer annually when done
with grass cycling. These practices would contribute to reducing water run-off and protecting water
quality.
In addition, the participants notably increased their knowledge and readiness to apply their knowledge
about considering all factors that influence plant growth with optimal plant placement such as sun,
shade, and microclimates. This new knowledge would also contribute to effectively watering plants. The
class and demonstration participants also showed a large increase in knowing about measuring their
water hose volume in order to water wisely and efficiently. These changes will likely contribute to the
participants decreasing water use or at least using water without wasting it.
Class participants also had large gains in knowledge about building healthy soil. They learned about and
practiced mulching methods that feed the soil. They also became very familiar with selecting the Right
11
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Plant for the Right Place and they learned watering techniques. The participants’ increased
understanding should lead to not using any harmful chemicals so they will contribute to preventing toxic
water run-off and protecting water quality.
There was a small sample of non-participants and it appears to be composed of individuals who are
somewhat aware of natural lawn and yard care practices or were somewhat experienced in gardening
methods. But, as evident from their responses there is still the opportunity to inform these and other
local gardeners about the importance of taking action to protect natural resources through adopting
and implementing natural garden and yard care practices.

Suggestions to Improve Classes and Future Class Topics
The class participants who responded on the evaluations were very positive about their experience and
appreciated having such knowledgeable presenters and engaged instructors. They were grateful for the
expert advice and content that was specific to the Northwest and enjoyed the classes and
demonstrations.
The class participants made a suggestion to hold the classes earlier in the year so gardeners can get out
in better weather and to also have classes earlier in the evening. Another suggestion was to have a class
in the spring to prepare gardeners to get out into their yards. There was also a request for more specific
informational resources available online as well as printed materials. Some participants would like even
more “how to” tips and photos in classes to help prepare for garden and yard work.
The participants also responded with their interest in new topics as well as expanding the topics that
were presented this year by adding different information. In addition, the non-participants who
responded to the survey also identified some topics of interest for future instruction. These local
residents who had not attended classes indicated they would consider doing so in the future depending
on the topic, day, and time. Suggested topics and the number of suggestions is listed below.












Pruning (2), Managing trees, trimming
Edible gardening, edible plants (2)
Composting, using food scraps (2)
Plant diseases and pests, reducing weeds without toxic weed killers (3),getting rid of moss and
getting rid of moles
Planting alternatives to grass lawns
Container gardening
Databases on plants
Plants that go well together
Pacific Northwest local plants, more on selecting plants
Low maintenance yards with attractive plants
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Appendix A
Natural Yard Care Class and Workshop Topics
Class #1 10/2/18- Healthy Lawns and Gardens from the Ground Up










Healthy Soil
Soil testing – options for testing
Use of cover crop to improve soil structure
Use of Grass Fertilizer
Lawn Care- Watering your Lawn, Mowing, How much sun is needed, Lawn Drainage
Groundcovers including seed mixes, Eco-lawn
Selecting Plants- Slopes, Shade
Managing Pests- Crane Flies, Red Thread

Class #2 10/9/18- Smart Plant Choices for Northwest Gardens










Factors to consider in selecting plants and placing plants-light, wind, access, microclimate
Plant placement- consider size of trees and shrubs, microclimate , clustering plants
Healthy soil for plants with addition of organic material to improve drainage or buffer soil pH
Types of soil, drainage in clay soil
Planning a Garden- consider sun, shade
Making a map of the garden
Mulching garden beds – benefits of mulching
Tuna can test to measure amount of hose watering

Workshop/ Hands on Demonstration Part 1- 3rd in the Class/Workshop Series 10/13/18- Planting and
Mulching






Best practices for planting- watering, root care, soil conditions
Mulching plant beds
Applying practical guides in your own garden
Preparing to plant and mulch

Workshop/Hands on Demonstration Part 2- 4th in the Class/Workshop Series 10/13/18- Aeration





Methods for aeration- spike or plug, manual aerator, mechanical aerator
Top dressing techniques- Consider options of top soil, compost, grass
Readiness to apply practical tips to improve lawn drainage, water runoff and moisture
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Appendix B
Natural Yard Care Questionnaire
Hello Bothell Resident,
City of Bothell offered Natural Yard Care classes and a demonstration in October for residents including
new homeowners. To assess the effectiveness of the classes and to identify the community need for
more yard care classes, we invite you to answer the following questions. Your responses will be treated
confidentially. To thank you for your time, if you wish to be entered in a drawing for a Northwest
Maritime Garden Guide you will be directed to a separate page to enter your name and email, at the
end of the survey. Thank you.

Please select one answer that best
describes your gardening/yard care in
the past four months

I don’t
know this
and/or I
don’t plan
to do this

I would
consider
doing this
in the
future.

I would like
to know
more about
this before I
decide.

I know
this or I
do this
already

Unable
to
answer
this































If phosphorus is used on lawns it leads
to algae in waterways.











5

A groundcover such as Eco-lawn or a
seed mix can be used in place of a
traditional lawn in all or part of the
space available for a lawn.











6

Methods such as top dressing,
applying compost or grass cycling can
maintain the condition of a lawn.











7

Using a manual or mechanical aerator
can improve the condition of a lawn
with the plugs left on top of the lawn
and watered.











8

Amending the soil in a garden with
organic matter can improve water
retention or improve drainage
depending on the type of soil.











1

2

3

4

Testing soil can determine any need
for amendments (e.g. lime, organic
material)
Using a cover crop is a means to
improve soil structure in my
yard/garden.
A natural or organic fertilizer can be
used annually along with grasscycling.
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Please select one answer that best
describes your gardening/yard care
in the past four months

I don’t
know this
and/or I
don’t plan
to do this

I would
consider
doing this
in the
future.

I would like
to know
more about
this before I
decide.

I know
this or I
do this
already

Unable
to
answer
this

9

Mulch on plant beds typically
nourishes or feeds the plants.











10

Best planting practices consider all
conditions for plant placement
(plant width, depth, water need, soil
conditions, microclimates).











11

Mapping a yard is very useful to
decide where to place plants,
shrubs, trees, lawn and/or ground
cover.











12

Testing the water volume for the
hose or watering technique used
will lead to watering efficiently and
effectively based on conditions.











Please continue with these final
questions.

Not at all
interested

Would
depend on
the topic

Would
depend on
day, time

Uncertain

13

How likely are you to attend a natural yard
care class that is 2 hours long on a
weeknight or weekend?









14

How likely are you to attend a “get your
hands dirty” demonstration on a garden or
natural yard care topic?









15. What garden or yard care topic would you most like to learn more about?

16. How long have you lived in your current home?
 Less than 6
 6-12 months
 1-2 years
months

 3-5 years

 More than 5
years

17. What is your zip code? ____________
18. Would you like to be entered in a drawing to win a copy of the Northwest Maritime Garden

Guide?
15
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o
o

NO
YES (If yes, respondent is directed to new page with wording shown below)

Please enter in the box below the email address (or other information) so we can reach you if
you win the drawing. We will contact you so you can receive the book.

We will keep the contact information you entered until one week after the drawing is completed on Dec
31, 2018.
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Nothing but rain
down the drain!
In the City of Bothell, it is illegal to dump
beer, other beverages, grease, oil, food, soap,
garbage, paint, cleaners, water, and a long
list of other things down the storm drains.
Bothell Municipal Code 18.04.260

If you see anything
other than rain going
into a storm drain,
please call us at

425-806-6750
right away so we can keep it out of our streams.
IS IT LEGAL TO DUMP ANY OF THESE THINGS DOWN
THE STORM DRAIN?
BEVERAGES,
BEER & WATER

GREASE, OIL,
FAT & FOOD

CHEMICALS &
GARBAGE

NO.

NO.

NO.

Thanks for keeping Bothell's streams clean!
www.bothellwa.gov/reportspills

Understanding
Stormwater Pollution
What you can do to help keep
Bothell’s streams healthy
Updated Aug. 14, 2018

What is stormwater?
Water from rainfall that flows into
surface water including drainage
facilities, rivers, streams, lakes, or
Puget Sound.

What is stormwater pollution?
Anything that isn’t rain that ends up in our storm
drains and water bodies. A few examples:
•
•
•
•

Oil
Paint
Detergents
Gas

•
•
•
•

Brake fluid
Garbage
Sediment
Lawn chemicals

•
•
•
•

Pet waste
Cigarette butts
Car wash water
Beer

Which of these are storm drains?
Storm drain

Sanitary sewer

Storm drain

VERY SCARY
storm drain

Storm drain

Why does it matter?
Our storm drains carry rainwater and
contaminants to our local streams,
lakes, rivers, and Puget Sound…

without any treatment.

Local stormwater
pollution problems
• About 75% of the toxic
• Millions of pounds of toxic
materials come from what
materials enter our streams
runs off our paved roads,
and Puget Sound every year
driveways, rooftops, yards,
and parking lots

So…how can we keep
our streams healthy?

Through

actions.

Check
your
vehicle
for leaks
fixcarleaks.org

Use a
commercial
car wash
bothellwa.gov/carwashing

Cut back
on lawn
chemicals
naturalyardcare.org

Pick up
after
your dog
bothellwa.gov/scoop

Report
spills
bothellwa.gov/spills

Tell your
friends!
facebook.com/bothellcool

Remember, nothing but
rain down the drain!
Christi Cox
Surface Water Program Coordinator
christi.cox@bothellwa.gov
425-806-6790

JOIN US FOR A RAIN GARDEN
PLANTING PARTY on october 11
Rain gardens are popping up like crazy in Puget Sound, and more have come to
Bothell! Come learn what all the hype is about - while learning the latest in plant
selection, lawn reduction and other techniques like rain barrels. Professionals will be
on hand for questions about how to make these ideas a reality on your own property.

When:
Thursday, October 11, 4-6 p.m.
Where:
89th Avenue Northeast & Northeast
187th Street in Bothell, WA 98011
Cost:
This event is FREE!
Provided:
Gloves, refreshments and knowledge
Info and RSVP:
https://snocd.org/2018BothellRG

Participants will be entered to win a free rain barrel!
This is a family-friendly event.

When:
Where:
What:
Who:

Saturday, Oct. 20 from 9 a.m. to noon
Parr Creek between Northshore YMCA &
Woodinville Montessori
Spread mulch around the young plants
alongside Parr Creek
All ages are welcome - kids under age 14 must
have adult supervision

Dress for the weather and wear sturdy shoes. We'll provide
gloves, buckets, coffee, and refreshments.
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www.bothellwa.gov/ParrCreek

Help prevent localized flooding.

LEAVES:
What's the problem?
Many residents blow or
sweep their fallen leaves
into the street, not realizing
that they become a safety
and stormwater hazard to
both their property and
their neighborhood.
The storm drains in your
street capture, move, and
release rainwater into the
nearest stream to keep
excess water away from
your property. If leaves clog
these drains, neighborhood
flooding is more likely to
happen.
City of Bothell has nearly
8,000 storm drains, so our
crews really appreciate your
help to keep them clear
before and during storms.

Keep them out
of streets and
storm drains.

How can you help?
Rake leaves into your
yard waste bin.
Use leaves as mulch
on garden beds and
landscaped areas.
Turn leaves into compost.
Join the Adopt-A-Drain
Program and pledge to keep leaves out of
at least four storm drains in your area.
Tell your friends and neighbors how they
can help protect their property, too.

bothellwa.gov/adoptadrain
naturalyardcare.org

More about the Adopt-A-Drain Program:

Tips about mulch and natural yard care:
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Participating in the Adopt-A-Drain
Program
Welcome to the Adopt-A-Drain Program! Thanks for volunteering to help keep some
of City of Bothell’s 8,000+ storm drains clear.
How to participate
To participate, choose at least four storm drains covers you would like to adopt, and check on them regularly. Make sure
they’re free of leaves and other debris during the fall and winter months.

Ensuring your safety
Location

Time of day

Only work on residential streets. Stay clear of main
arterials.

Only work during daylight hours. Dawn and dusk are
dangerous times to be in the street because it’s harder
for vehicles to see you.

Traffic
Be sure that passing traffic is aware of your presence.
Always keep your back away from the street and know
your surroundings. If possible, have someone else
outside with you watching the traffic for your safety.

Gloves
Always wear gloves when clearing debris from the
street and storm drains. Gloves help protect you from
sharp twigs, glass, metal, and other harmful debris you
might find under the leaves.

Clothing
Try to wear light colored clothing and a safety vest.

Liability form
The City requires all volunteers to sign a liability form and log their volunteer hours. You must fill out and return the liability
waiver and be sure to track all of your volunteer hours in hard copy or online. These forms are available to print or submit
online at www.bothellwa.gov/adoptadrain.

Emergency contacts
Please call us right away if you have concerns, need to report a problem, or encounter flooding.

Emergencies (direct threat to health)
Spill Hotline
Volunteer Coordinator (Christi Cox)
Maintenance and Operations
Solid Waste Coordinator (Sabrina Combs)
After-Hours Police Dept. Non-Emergency

911
425-806-6750
425-806-6790
425-488-0118
425-806-6768
425-486-1254

Did you know? Water that enters storm drains flows directly to the nearest river, lake or wetland without treatment. This
means that any pollutants on your road, lawn, or driveway are carried right into our streams.
Updated 03/18
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CITY NEWS
GREEN
LIVING

Stormwater
Management
Program
We want you to weigh in!

We update our Stormwater Management
Program annually and ask Bothell residents
and businesses to review the plan and give
us your feedback. We value your suggestions
and consider them when we’re planning our
programs each year. It’s also a great way for
you to learn about what we’re doing and how
you can get involved. Check out our current
plan at www.bothellwa.gov/2018swmp.
Do you want to share your comments or
ask us questions about the plan? Please
fill out our online form at
www.bothellwa.gov/swmpfeedback or just
send an email to Christi Cox, Surface
Water Program Coordinator, at
christi.cox@bothellwa.gov.

Flood safety tips
With Pacific Northwest rain, flooding is a common regional problem.
Help keep your family and your property safer during flood season:
•

Keep street drains and storm grates free of leaves and other debris.

•

Store household chemicals at higher elevations to keep them out of
flood waters, especially in garages, sheds, and basements.

•

Make sure any underground storage tanks are fully sealed and
secure.

•

Have a plan and make an emergency kit.

Find more flood safety tips at www.bothellwa.gov/hazards.

Did you miss our Natural Yard
Care workshops?
If you didn’t attend any of the three Natural Yard
Care workshops we held in October, we’d like to
hear from you. Please fill out a short survey by
Dec. 31 at http://bit.ly/yardcaresurvey so we can
compare what you already know about yard care
to the topics we covered at the workshops. Your
responses are confidential, and you can enter a
prize drawing. We would love to see you at our next
round of workshops, likely next fall.
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Be Septic Smart
Do you have a septic system? Learn how to extend
its life and keep it functioning properly with these
ten essential tips.
1. CONSERVE WATER. The more wastewater you
create, the more your soil must treat and dispose.
Here are some ways to cut back on your water use:
•

Wash only full loads of dishes and laundry.

•

Use water-saving devices.

•

Repair leaky faucets and plumbing fixtures.

•

Reduce toilet reservoir volume or flow.

•

Take shorter showers.

2. KEEP ACCURATE RECORDS. Know where
your septic tank system is and keep a diagram of its
location. Your local health department may be able to provide
you with records of its size and location. You should also keep a
record of the system’s maintenance. These records are helpful if
problems occur, and they will be valuable to your home’s next
owner.
3. INSPECT YOUR SYSTEM ONCE EACH YEAR. Check the
sludge and scum levels inside your septic tank to be sure the
layers of solids are not within the “early warning” levels. Your
tank should also be checked to see if the baffles or tees are still
in good condition. Inspect the drainfield periodically for odors,
wet spots, or surfacing sewage. If your drainfield has inspection
pipes, check them to see if there is a liquid level continually
over six inches. This could be an early indication of a problem.
4. PUMP OUT YOUR SEPTIC TANK WHEN
NEEDED. Don’t wait until you have a problem. Routine
pumping can prevent failures, such as clogging of the drainfield
and sewage backing up into your home. Remember, having
guests for the holidays means more flushing and more demand
on your septic system. Using a garbage disposal increases the
amount of solids entering the septic tank and requires more
frequent pumping.
5. NEVER FLUSH HARMFUL MATERIALS INTO THE
SEPTIC TANK. Grease, cooking fats and oils, newspaper, paper
towels, rags, coffee grounds, sanitary pads and tampons, and
cigarettes cannot easily decompose in your tank. Chemicals
like solvents, oils, paint, and pesticides are harmful to the
system’s proper operation and may pollute the groundwater.
Septic tank additives don’t improve the tank’s performance,
and they don’t reduce the need for pumping. Learn how to
dispose of hazardous household waste properly at
www.hazwastehelp.org.
Bothell City Hall 425-806-6100

6. KEEP ALL RUNOFF AWAY FROM YOUR
SYSTEM. Water from surfaces like roofs, driveways, and
patios should be diverted away from your septic tank and
drainfield area. Soil over your system should be slightly
mounded to help surface water runoff.
7. PROTECT YOUR SYSTEM FROM DAMAGE. Keep
vehicles, heavy equipment, livestock, and other heavy items
off your drainfield. The pressure can compact the soil or
damage your pipes. Before you plant a garden, construct a
shed, or install a pool, check on the location of your system
so you don’t build on top of or near it.
8. LANDSCAPE YOUR SYSTEM PROPERLY. Don’t place
impermeable materials over your drainfield. Materials like
concrete and plastic reduce evaporation and the supply
of oxygen your soil needs for proper effluent treatment.
They can also make it difficult to get to your system for any
pumping, inspection, or repair. Grass is the best cover for
your system.
9. NEVER ENTER ANY SEPTIC TANK. Poisonous gases or
the lack of oxygen can be fatal. Any work to the tank should
be done from the outside.
10. CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT
FOR HELP WITH SYSTEM PROBLEMS. Although some
malfunctions may require complete drainfield replacement,
many problems can be corrected with a minimum amount of
cost or effort.
Learn more about being Septic Smart at
www.bothellwa.gov/septic.

Bothell Bridge
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Surface Water Social Media Posts 2018
Posted to *BothellCool’s social media accounts by Christi Cox, Surface Water Program Coordinator
*BothellCool is City of Bothell’s sustainability program. It is made up of three staff members: one from the
Surface Water Division and two from the Administrative Division. The Administrative Division’s content focuses
on recycling, hazardous waste, water conservation, solid waste, and sustainability. The posts that follow only
include those posted by the Surface Water Division.

1/3/18 (FB)
Don't Drip & Drive! Learn how to look for, prevent, and repair common
auto leaks at this free workshop courtesy of Seattle Public Utilities.

1/3/18 (FB/Twitter)
Happy National Fruitcake Toss Day! If you've had one sitting around for a while, try
to make a 3-pointer by tossing it right into your compost bin. It's all
compostable...unless there really is a bowling ball hiding in there making it weigh 12
lbs. #fruitcaketossday

1/3/18 (FB/Twitter)
Someone didn't scoop the poop. #BadDaysIn5Words

1/4/18 (FB/Twitter)
Did you know the average dog produces 3/4 of a pound of poop each day?
Remember to make sure it goes into the trash instead of into our streams.
#NationalTriviaDay bit.ly/2CnXn31

1/5/18 (FB/Twitter)
Feeding ducks, geese, and other birds can lead to lots of problems for the birds and
for us. Let's be kind to our feathered friends. #NationalBirdDay
http://bit.ly/2CEGRz6

1/7/18 (FB/Twitter)
On Old Rock Day, we'd like to thank our friends at #BothellRocks for inspiring so
much creativity in our community! #OldRockDay

1/10/18 (FB/Twitter)
Curious about how our actions affect #PugetSound? The most recent State
of the Sound report is an interesting read.

1/14/18 (FB/Twitter)
We couldn't help ourselves. This is Gracie and Oliver, AKA Scarecrow and
Hawaiian Shirt Guy. Comment with a picture of your favorite dressed up
pet! #DressUpYourPetDay #BothellPets

1/16/18 (FB/Twitter)
Here's a family-friendly event that teaches you about pollution
from roadways and stormwater. Thanks, Puget Soundkeeper
Alliance!

1/18/18 (FB)
Have any free time this Saturday morning? Come learn about rain
gardens. Every drop counts! Thanks for the free workshop, King
Conservation District and Snohomish Conservation District.

1/25/18 (FB)
Joining fellow governments, educators, environmentalists, students, and
nonprofits at this year's Storming the Sound conference. Favorite presentation
so far? Zero Waste Washington talking about the damaging effects of plastics
on our marine life. Puget Sound needs our help! #stormingthesound

1/29/18 (FB/Twitter)
The puzzle for a healthy Puget Sound just isn't complete without YOU. Learn
how you can
help! http://bit.ly/2rPNWZm #nationalpuzzleday#pugetsoundstartshere

2/6/18 (FB/Twitter)
Did you know you can put disposable chopsticks in your compost bin? Or
better yet, find dozens of creative ways to reuse them
at http://bit.ly/2E5irjB. #NationalChopsticksDay

2/9/18 (FB/Twitter)
Get trained by Tilth Alliance to protect the environment! Learn about
the relationship between soil, water and climate, then take action in
your community by leading projects and teaching others. Become a
Soil and Water Steward! Trainings offered this spring on the Eastside
and in South King County. http://bit.ly/2jnSn95

2/9/18 (FB)
Many thanks to Stewardship Partners for bringing us together to share
ideas and accomplishments in the world of green stormwater
infrastructure. What an inspiring day! #GrayToGreen

2/22/18 (FB)
Thanks for the great reminder about pet waste bags, Recology CleanScapes! The bags may be
compostable, but the poop sure isn't. Always scoop it, bag it, and place it in the trash!

2/26/18 (FB/Twitter)
Once upon a time, in a body of water very, very close, there lived a king named
Salmon. And because all the people who lived near him kept his habitat clean by
preventing pollutants from going down their storm drains, he lived happily ever
after. With your help, we can make this more than just a fairy
tale! http://bit.ly/2BMiK0k #TellAFairyTaleDay #PugetSoundStartsHere

2/27/18 (FB/Twitter)
Looks pretty, right? This is a tree’s reflection in a parking lot puddle of water
contaminated with motor oil. Do you think we could get Alanis Morissette to
use this as a lyric? Remember to check your vehicles for leaks!
@dontdripanddrive http://bit.ly/2GO5kAu

3/2/18 (FB/Twitter)
I will not leave it in the park,
I will not leave it in the dark.
I will not leave it on a log,
I will pick up after my dog. http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3 #HappyBirthdayDrSeuss

3/5/18 (FB/Twitter)
Updated cover photo

3/8/18 (FB)
We love being able to work with so many awesome women at City of
Bothell! Tag a woman you think is awesome
too! #InternationalWomensDay

3/9/18 (FB/Twitter)
Vehicle fluids, car wash water, paint, or any other toxic chemicals need to
stay out of our storm drains. Report spills to 425-806-6750. Your streams
will thank you! http://bit.ly/2FBZZ23 #reportspills #healthystreams

3/12/18 (FB/Twitter)
Monet said, “I must have flowers, always, and always.” We agree,
Claude. Why not add a few native flowers to your garden?
http://bit.ly/2IcSOf8 #NaturalYardCare #PlantAFlowerDay

3/17/18 (FB/Twitter)
It’s St. Patrick’s Day, and who doesn’t love turning things green? But if
you’re celebrating with slime, be sure to put it in the garbage when
you’re done, not down a drain. It can be toxic to our pets and wildlife,
and the fish don’t find it all that fun to swim in. http://bit.ly/2FBZZ23
#HappyStPatricksDay

3/20/18 (FB)
Today from 10 a.m. to noon. Happy Spring, Bothell!

3/22/18 (FB)
Volunteers -- join your neighbors in Kenmore this Saturday for
restoration work along the river!

some

3/27/18 (FB)
Spring is in the air! Here's a great class from Snohomish
Conservation District that teaches you low-cost, low-maintenance
gardening techniques.

3/28/18 (FB/Twitter)
Dandelions have even more vitamin A than carrots! Most of the
troublesome weeds in your yard are edible and provide some terrific
nutrients for your family. If you can’t beat ‘em, eat ‘em!
http://bit.ly/2IcSOf8 #WeedAppreciationDay

3/30/18 (FB/Twitter)
Spring Gardening Tip #73: Try “grasscyling!” Leaving grass clippings on the
lawn saves you time and helps fertilize for free. Cut most lawns 2-3” high to
feed deep roots, hide clippings, and shade out weeds. http://bit.ly/2GDYEsa
#grasscycling #naturalyardcare

3/30/18 (FB/Twitter)
You could be a little BothellCooler. Apply to be our next Surface Water
Program Coordinator for water quality! C'mon – water you have to lose?
Learn about the job and apply
at http://bit.ly/2GJuTX0. #waterquality#science #salmon

3/31/18 (FB)
Puget Sound starts here! Do you part in keeping car wash water, oil, fertilizer,
paint, pet waste, and other toxic stuff out of the storm drains and away from
our streams. http://www.bothellwa.gov/pugetsound

4/2/18 (FB/Twitter)
If only they could clean up after themselves, right?! But as their human best
friends, it’s our job to help ‘em out. Scoop it, bag it, and trash it – in public
and in your own yard. www.bothellwa.gov/scoop #scoopthepoop

4/2/18 (FB)
Calling all volunteers who like to dig in the dirt! There's a plant
potting event this Sunday in Lake Stevens, hosted by Snohomish
Conservation District.

4/4/18 (FB/Twitter)
Spring Gardening Tip #112: Now is the time to renovate unhealthy
lawns! If your soil is in bad shape or your turf is thin, try core
aerating, overseeding, and top-dressing with ¼” of
compost. http://bit.ly/2Im5IqC #naturalyardcare

4/4/18 (FB)
Here in the Puget Sound, we know rain. We know it a little too well. But do you know where it goes once it hits the
ground? Check out this video from Puget Sound Starts Here to learn! #healthystreams#pugetsoundstartshere
Link to Drain Rangers “When it Rains, it Pours” video: https://www.youtubenocookie.com/embed/hqmyQtNN3I0?rel=0&showinfo=0

4/5/18 (FB)
“The thing about the Salish Sea … is that you can only lose it
once.” ~Governor Jay Inslee. Learn about Washington's efforts
to save endangered orcas and restore threatened Chinook
salmon throughout Puget Sound. #SalishSea #PugetSound
Link to Encyclopedia of Puget Sound’s article:
https://www.eopugetsound.org/magazine/ssec2018/opening

4/8/18 (FB)
How cool is this?! Learn to build a living green wall with King
Conservation District and the Duwamish Valley Youth Corps Mentors
Saturday. #greenwall #creativegardening

this

4/8/18 (FB)
Ran into a familiar face at the Pacific Science Center as he was talking to
a group of eager learners about slugs! It's always fun to hear you
droppin' knowledge, Ciscoe (Gardening with Ciscoe). #naturalyardcare

4/9/18 (FB/Twitter)
A supposed high of 66° today? WHAT?!! Sounds like a great day to get
your weeds under control. Getting rid of weeds now, before they go to
seed or develop deep roots, will save you tons of time this summer.
#byebyeweeds #naturalyardcare

4/10/18 (FB/Twitter)
Excellent news! This is certainly a step in the right
direction. #pugetsoundstartshere

Link to Fiber One’s article: http://www.ifiberone.com/wenatchee/puget-soundbecomes-washington-state-s-first-no-discharge-zone/article_28b6fe00-3cf111e8-b35a-63fa529e9ceb.html

4/11/18 (FB/Twitter)
It's National Pet Day! If you're celebrating a special dog in your
life, treat 'em right! www.bothellwa.gov/scoop
#NationalPetDay #IScoop #YouScoop #WeAllScoopTheDogPoop

4/13/18 (FB/Twitter)
If you drove SR 522 this morning, you probably noticed it was more colorful
than usual. That’s because of a diesel spill that left a trail for miles and
miles. Our crews are almost finished cleaning up Bothell’s stretch of the
road (and other jurisdictions are working on the rest). This is a good
reminder to let us know whenever you see stuff like this on the road –
whether it’s just a little or quite a lot – so Bothell’s crews can clean it up
right away. Call the Spill Hotline at 425-806-6750 or call 911 after hours.
http://bit.ly/2FBZZ23 #ReportSpills #KeepItClean

4/14/18 (FB/Twitter)
It’s National Gardening Day! Whether your plants grow in the ground, in
raised beds, in pots or even in old bathtubs, today is the day to show your
garden some love. Did you know you already have a great resource for
gardening help right at your fingertips? The Garden Hotline has tips,
tricks, classes and answers from the experts. Check out
http://gardenhotline.org/ #NationalGardeningDay #NaturalYardCare

4/16/18 (FB)
Become a Water Watcher and learn about watershed
stewardship! Sno-King Watershed Council operates a
community-based water monitoring program in the north
King/south Snohomish county area.
Workshops available: Introduction to Water Monitoring,
Bacteriological Monitoring, Water Chemistry Monitoring, and
Biomonitoring. Learn more and sign up at
http://snokingwatershedcouncil.org/water-watchers/
#healthystreams

4/17/18 (FB)
Celebrate Earth Day with a free community screening of Chasing
Coral, a fascinating documentary about the world's vanishing
coral reefs. Learn more about the film
at www.chasingcoral.com. #earthday#savetheoceans

4/18/18 (FB)
Who has lived here long enough to remember Sluggy from Almost Live?
We realize you may not have the same loving relationship with your
garden gastropods, so here are some suggestions for dealing with them:
http://bit.ly/2EWhUfp #sluggy #strangerthings
Never heard of Sluggy? Get to know him at
https://youtu.be/cSXLl8ipg0w.

4/20/18 (FB)
Today we’re celebrating Earth Day with our coworkers and feeling a little
poetic. Comment with your own Earth Day haiku (or any kind of poem)!
April 23 we’ll pick our favorite and send the winner a Chinook Book access
code for hundreds of mobile coupons to use with your smartphone.
#NationalPoetryMonth #EarthDay #KeepItGreenKeepItClean

On

4/21/18 (FB)
Join BothellCool’s team and save a fish! We're sponsoring Sammy
the Wild Steelhead through Survive the Sound. From May 7 - 18,
we'll watch Sammy and his competition in their 12-day migratory
race to survive Puget Sound and discover what obstacles they face
along the way. Sponsorship proceeds will help Long Live the
Kings restore wild salmon and steelhead. Come along on the journey
with us! Learn more or join our team at
www.bothellwa.gov/sammysteelhead #sammysteelhead
#survivethesound #longlivethekings

4/22/18 (FB)
Earth Day = Free Washington State Parks Day! Visit any of
Washington’s 100+ beautiful state parks today – no Discover Pass
required. Saint Edward and Lake Sammamish are some of our local
favorites, or take a day trip over to Fort Casey!
https://parks.state.wa.us/836/Parks-by-region #earthday
#parksforeveryone

4/23/18 (FB/Twitter)
If 't be true thou art taking Fido for a walketh on this quite quaint
day, recall to pick up what cometh out of his buttocks and putteth
it in the garbage. Puget Sound starts hither!
www.bothellwa.gov/scoop #TalkLikeShakespeareDay

4/24/18 (FB/Twitter)
It’s gonna be a hot one today (at least by PNW standards)! If your plants are
thirsty, be sure to water them early or late to minimize evaporation. Find more
tips about smart watering at http://bit.ly/2HUQGZN. #HelloSunshine
#NaturalYardCare

4/25/18 (FB)
If you missed it on Earth Day, there's one more free community screening of
Chasing Coral, a fascinating documentary about the world's vanishing coral
reefs. Learn more about the film at www.chasingcoral.com. #savetheoceans

4/26/18 (FB)
It’s Kids and Pets Day, and it’s a beautiful day to go outside! But dog poop and
lawn chemicals leave behind lots of stuff that can make your kids and pets
sick. So be sure you give them a clean, safe yard to play in! Learn how at
http://bit.ly/2rPNWZm #NationalKidsAndPetsDay

4/27/18 (FB)
If you’ve seen our latest #IRecycleSoHard video, this picture makes perfect
sense to you! If you missed it, take a look and let us know what you think.
http://bit.ly/2Hv53He #IRSH

4/27/18 (FB)
Don't miss the Washington Native Plant Society's sale and environmental
fair! The theme is "Making your yard habitat friendly with native plants."
#NativePlants #NaturalYardCare

4/28/18 (FB)
Perennials, trees, and shrubs... oh my! Check out the Master Gardener
Plant Sale next Saturday, May 5. #NaturalYardCare#GreenThumbsUnite

4/29/18 (FB)
It's a salmon party! Join us at the Park at Bothell Landing this Tuesday at
10:30 a.m. See why we're celebrating at
http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/calendar.aspx?EID=527

4/30/18 (FB)
Rain or shine, come celebrate May Day at the
river! #WeLoveSalmon#SammamishRiver

Puget Sound Starts Here Month
5/1/18 (FB)
Day 1: It’s the first day of Puget Sound Starts Here month!
Earn yourself a Chinook Book mobile coupon book by
pledging to do simple things that help keep our waters
healthy! Take the pledge at http://bit.ly/2FmKgQk
#PugetSoundStartsHere

5/2/18 (FB)
Day 2: So it’s Puget Sound Starts Here month, and you may be wondering how you can get involved. If you’ve got 40
seconds, we’ve got 8 easy ideas for you. #PugetSoundStartsHere
Embedded “8 simple ways” video https://youtu.be/wgNRmutS4M4

5/3/18 (FB)
Day 3: Got slugs? Bugs? Snails? Don’t just run to the store and stock up
on pesticides! Find out why those uninvited guests may have chosen
your yard, and learn about some natural approaches to send them on
their way. http://bit.ly/2vWqtI8 #PugetSoundStartsHere

5/4/18 (FB)
Day 4: Star Wars fans, you know what day it is. We don’t want to give away any spoilers about the next film, but...
#PugetSoundStartsHere #MayTheFourthBeWithYou
Video about Kylo-Ren and water pollution https://youtu.be/OBD9Ys0jcD0

5/4/18 (FB)
Thank you for helping protect water quality throughout Bothell for the past
12 years, Andy Loch! Our next Stream Superhero will have some big shoes to
fill! #BothellStreams #AquaticEcology

5/5/18 (FB)
Day 5: Think that minor little leak coming from your car is no big deal?
Fixing it right away not only keeps oil and other pollutants out of our
storm drains and streams, but you’ll save lots of money by not letting a
tiny leak turn into a huge problem. http://bit.ly/2GO5kAu
#PugetSoundStartsHere

5/5/18 (FB)
Day 5: Maybe you’ve had a few too many cervezas celebrating Cinco de
Mayo. And maybe now you’re just sitting comfortably somewhere,
randomly scrolling through Facebook. So maybe now you want to sign
yourself up for the Puget Plunge…or nominate a friend to do it!
#PugetPlunge
Shared event: Puget Soundkeeper Alliance’s “Puget Plunge” on May 8:
https://www.facebook.com/events/235446703865436/

5/6/18 (FB)
Day 6: It’s nostalgic, but the days of washing cars in your driveway are
gone. Not only is it bad for the environment to let suds go down the
storm drain, it’s also against the law in Bothell (BMC 18.04.260). Learn
more at http://bit.ly/2r3pyjt #PugetSoundStartsHere

5/6/18
Day 6: Here’s a family-friendly event where you’ll learn about how terrestrial
restoration relates to cleaner waterways, and how you can help with local
salmon recovery efforts. #PugetSoundStartsHere #SaveTheSalmon
Shared event: Puget Soundkeeper Alliance’s “Pint-Sized Science” on May 7:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1911378955552438/

5/7/18 (FB)
Day 7: And…they’re off! Today Sammy the Steelhead’s race to
Survive the Sound Migration begins! From now until May 18, we're
watching Sammy and his competition in their 12-day migratory race
to survive Puget Sound.
As of right now, Sammy is in a two-way tie for position 11. Yeah, that
may not sound great, but he's competing against 47 other fish! He's
131 miles from the ocean, just over 20 miles behind the number one
fish, Killer. We're rooting for you, Sammy! Follow Sammy’s journey at
http://bit.ly/2FS7Gxl #PugetSoundStartsHere #SurviveTheSound #GoSammyGo

5/8/18 (FB)
Day 8: The great migration is underway! Watch Team BothellCool’s boy, Sammy
the Wild Steelhead, as he races against his friends and other obstacles trying to
Survive the Sound. He's dropped down to 13th place as of today, but we're not
giving up on him! Track his progress at https://www.survivethesound.org
#PugetSoundStartsHere #SurviveTheSound #GoSammyGo

5/8/18 (FB)
Day 8: Did you get your Chinook Book yet? All you have to do is take the Puget Sound
Starts Here pledge. It only takes a few minutes and you might learn a thing or two along
the way! Take the pledge at http://bit.ly/2FmKgQk #PugetSoundStartsHere
#ChinookBook

5/9/18 (FB)
Day 9: Scientists have been hard at work developing a tool that
translates animal sounds into human words. They tested it on a
group of dogs that live right here in Bothell, and the results are
just as we suspected! http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3
#PugetSoundStartsHere #IfDogsCouldTalk

5/9/18 (FB)
Day 9: In a tragic turn of events, Sammy the Steelhead's journey was cut short and
he didn't survive the trek. We like to think he at least went peacefully. We'll keep
following his friends until the end of the race, knowing that his fishy spirit is giving
them extra strength to make it to the finish line. You made us proud, Sammy! Read
his blog at http://bit.ly/2FS7Gxl #PugetSoundStartsHere #SurviveTheSound
#LongLiveTheKings

5/10/18 (FB)
Day 10: When the weather gets warm, water early in the morning or late in
the evening. You’ll help minimize evaporation and you won’t stress your
plants. Learn more smart watering tips at http://bit.ly/2HzgihO
#PugetSoundStartsHere #SavingWaterPartnership

5/10/18 (FB)
Day 10: Yesterday was a hard day for all of
us, dealing with the overwhelming shock and
grief of losing our friend, Sammy the
Steelhead, so early in the Survive the Sound
Migration race. But we slept a little better
knowing that he’s not alone. Yesterday we
also said goodbye to Fin-E-Us, Puget
Pounder, Steely, and Sea Slough. But let’s transform all that sadness into some positive energy and cheer on the rest of
Sammy’s friends! Follow The Sammy Blog at http://bit.ly/2FS7Gxl #SurviveTheSound #PugetSoundStartsHere

5/11/18 (FB)
Day 11: You don’t need to quit your day job just to take care of
your yard! Natural yard care only takes five steps (and none of
them involve scissoring your grass blades…unless that’s your
thing). http://bit.ly/2I5569I #PugetSoundStartsHere
#NaturalYardCare

5/11/18 (FB)
Day: 11 Out of nowhere, Little Red zoomed into spot #2 in the Survive the Sound
Migration! Overnight we lost Jaws, Scifi, Flashy, and Salmon Ella leaving 37 fish
left in the race. Can Sergeant Snackbar hold onto his lead? He’s only 61 miles
away from the Pacific Ocean! See the rankings at
https://www.survivethesound.org/ #PugetSoundStartsHere #SurviveTheSound

5/12/18 (FB)
Day12: Each day we use over 5 million plastic straws in the U.S, and most of them
end up in the trash or in the ocean. But Puget Sound is becoming a leader in
reducing plastic pollution. Learn how at http://bit.ly/2Ko8Gg2
#PugetSoundStartsHere #GoStrawless #LonelyWhale

5/12/18 (FB)
Day 12: Why do we care so much about steelhead around here? Because if we
don’t take care of them, we risk losing them. Less than 10% of the steelhead
population that existed 100 years ago remains today.
We need steelhead. They’re critical to Puget Sound. Low salmon populations can
cause deeper issues within the surrounding ecosystem. Their presence is critical
to sustaining tribal culture and treaty rights. Anglers and chefs love them. Our
steelhead are an integral part of our past, present, and future! https://lltk.org/
#PugetSoundStartsHere #SurviveTheSound #LongLiveTheKings

5/12/18 (FB)
Ladies and Gentlemen, it looks like one of our steelhead had a VERY eventful night! We
heard a rumor or two about steroids, but we think that's just jealousy talking. Way to go,
skʷawǝľ!!! #SurviveTheSound #skʷawǝľ

5/13/18 (FB)
Day 13: To all you BothellCool moms, may tonight’s dinner not involve eating
your kids’ leftovers. Happy Mother’s Day! #PugetSoundStartsHere
#HappyMothersDay

5/13/18 (FB)
Nice job making it to the ocean, Sergeant Snackbar! Come on, Little Red...you're next!
https://survivethesound.org #SurviveTheSound

5/14/18 (FB)
The good news: Five of our steelhead have made it to the Pacific Ocean!
The bad news: 19 of our steely friends have become fish food.
So why are so many steelhead dying during this migration? Many of them
seem to meet their end at the Hood Canal Bridge. The bridge floats, sitting on
enormous pontoons that span 83% of Hood Canal’s width and extend 15 feet
underwater. Could the bridge be obstructing the steelhead migration?Long
Live the Kings and their partners are looking at ways to address the
problem. http://bit.ly/2FS7Gxl #SurviveTheSound

5/14/18 (FB)
Day 14: We’re two weeks in to Puget Sound Starts Here month. All month long
we’re showing you how to keep your family, kids, pets, and water healthy. Have
you taken the Puget Sound Starts Here pledge yet? http://bit.ly/2FmKgQk
#PugetSoundStartsHere

5/15/18 (FB)
Day 15: If you’ve been following along with the Survive the Sound Migration,
you know juvenile steelhead have it pretty rough during their two-week
journey towards the Pacific Ocean. Over 80% of them die during their
migration attempt! Out of the 48 fish that started this race on May 7, only 25
are still alive. Let’s take good care of our waters to boost their chances of
survival. https://www.survivethesound.org #PugetSoundStartsHere
#SurviveTheSound

5/15/18 (FB)
Day 15: Backyard science is fun, but don’t let it make you sick. Leaving pet waste lying around in your yard allows nasty
bacteria like parvovirus, whipworms, hookworms, roundworms, threadworms, campylobacteriosis, giardia, and more to
fester in your grass. Scoop it, bag it, and put it in the trash every day – in public and in your own yard.
www.bothellwa.gov/scoop #PugetSoundStartsHere
Video of boy looking through magnifying glass in yard https://youtu.be/xf4dLgtGAlg

5/16/18 (FB)
Day 16: Meet a City of Bothell face you’ll probably see around town if you haven’t
already. Christi works in Surface Water and helps teach the Bothell community
about how to keep our streams, families, and pets healthy through simple
actions. (And she feels really weird writing this in the third person. Like, REALLY
weird.) http://bit.ly/2vOMo3T #PugetSoundStartsHere #PublicWorks4Life

5/16/18 (FB)
Day 16: Our energy-conserving steelhead, Lights Off, is so good at saving energy
that he’s decided to use none at all for rest of the Survive the Sound Migration! You
had a good run, buddy.
The latest victors include Goldie, Boom, Neptune, and Gry-Fin-Dor. With two days
left, 14 fish are still fighting their way to the Pacific. Come on,
guys! http://bit.ly/2FS7Gxl #SurviveTheSound #PugetSoundStartsHere

5/17/18 (FB)
Day 17: More doesn’t always mean better! Healthy soil shouldn’t need fertilizer. But
if you’re going to use it, at least try organic or slow-release fertilizer. Watch this video
to learn how to measure and effectively apply fertilizer. http://bit.ly/2HJiyiN
#PugetSoundStartsHere

5/17/18 (FB)
Day 17: With only one day to go, it looks like Stormy
could be the last fish to make it to the ocean. Last
night Sushi joined her nine successful steelhead
friends and celebrated her victory in the Survive the
Sound Migration!
We don’t want to be the ones to say it, but it’s not
looking too good for the remaining 10 fish. We just
lost Swedish and Mackerel.
One of the reasons these young steelhead have a
hard time is because some of the waters they swim through are pretty contaminated and plagued with disease. Just like
people, when fish are unhealthy, they slow down. This makes them an easy meal for predators. Remember…anything
that goes down a storm drain in Bothell eventually makes its way – untreated – to Puget Sound. Nothing but rain down
the drain, please!https://www.survivethesound.org/ #SurviveTheSound

5/17/18 (FB)
Ever been to the Mercer Slough Nature Park? If you haven't, here's a perfect
opportunity! Learn from a park ranger about all the aquatic and terrestrial
mammals that live there. #YouOtterCheckItOut#PugetSoundStartsHere
Shared event: Mammals of Mercer Slough

5/17/18 (FB)
Because fish are fun!
Link to https://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/salmon-migration-lessonslike-fantasy-football-for-fish-with-2000-classrooms-playing/

5/18/18 (FB)
Day 18: Today is the last day of the Survive the Sound Migration! Out of 48
juvenile steelhead, 14 made it to the Pacific Ocean. We learned a lot about
steelhead during this 12-day journey and hope you did, too.
We’ll follow a new set of young steelhead next May when another migration
begins. If you missed it, check out Sammy’s the Steelhead's blog to learn about
the migration at http://bit.ly/2FS7Gxl #SurviveTheSound#LongLiveTheKings

5/18/18 (FB)
Day 18: This poor storm drain. Looks like someone didn’t realize that these
pollutants will travel untreated through the storm system and straight into our
streams, lakes, and rivers. If you see a spill, let us know right away by calling 425806-6750. http://bit.ly/2FBZZ23 #PugetSoundStartsHere

5/19/18 (FB)
Day 19: Pesticides might get the job done, but they certainly
aren't your only option. Keep kids, pets, families, wildlife and
streams healthier by skipping the chemicals. Find alternatives at
http://bit.ly/2vWqtI8 #PugetSoundStartsHere
Link to Skip the Pesticides video:
https://youtu.be/clc3Qb7wJw0

5/20/18 (FB)
Day 20: Calling all super-scooping pet owners! Comment with a selfie of you and
your favorite pet – whether it’s a dog, cat, hedgehog, llama…whatever! Our top
three favorite pics will get a Chinook Book mobile coupon access code. Pics
accepted until May 23 at 7 a.m. http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3 #PugetSoundStartsHere
#SuperScooperSelfie

5/21/18 (FB)
Day 21: When you wash your car in the driveway, you’re not just washing your car
in the driveway. Those suds make their way down your driveway, into the street,
and straight towards a storm drain. Once they go down the drain, they end up in
our streams, lakes, and rivers. Please wash responsibly. Our fish are tired of
hiccupping! http://bit.ly/2r3pyjt #PugetSoundStartsHere #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

5/22/18 (FB)
Day 22: Meet another City of Bothell face you might see around town!
Tony works with our local and mobile businesses teaching them how to
be safe when it comes to storing hazardous materials and preventing
spills. And the pictures may not show it, but he has perfect hair.
http://bit.ly/2FBZZ23 #PugetSoundStartsHere #PublicWorks4Life

5/23/18 (FB)
Day 23: City of Bothell doesn’t encourage pressure washing, but if you need
to do it, here are a few guidelines to follow. Remember – only use cold
water, not soap, zinc, or other chemicals. Be sure to have a plan before you
start washing. Get yourself a free Chinook Book by taking the pledge to
protect storm drains and Puget Sound at http://bit.ly/2FmKgQk
#PugetSoundStartsHere

5/23/18 (FB)
Does your non-profit need an easy fundraising idea? Because May is Car
Wash Awareness Month, you can buy $2 commercial car wash tickets to sell
to your supporters. Learn more and buy your tickets at
http://charitycarwash.org/. #PugetSoundStartsHere
#OnlyRainDownTheDrain

5/23/18 (FB)
We’re celebrating National Public Works Week! Here at
BothellCool, we're beyond proud to be part of this family!
http://www.bothellwa.gov/pw #NPWW#PowerOfPublicWorks

5/24/18 (FB)
Day 24: QUIZ TIME! Are flushable wipes really “flushable?” Nope, and we
don’t recommend you test the theory unless you want to do some
damage to your septic system. Learn how to be Septic Smart at
http://bit.ly/2FmsjkM #PugetSoundStartsHere #SepticSmart

5/25/18 (FB)
Day 25: Has your Wisteria gone wild? Hibiscus become highmaintenance? Make gardening easier by choosing native plants.
http://bit.ly/2JB8clm #PugetSoundStartsHere #NaturalYardCare

5/25/18 (FB)
The more you know! #SecretLifeOfTrees #PugetSoundStartsHere

Shared article http://www.washingtonnature.org/fieldnotes/twominute-takeaway-what-stormwater-benefits-do-trees-provide

5/26/18 (FB)
Day 26: Feel like you’re never going to get rid of all those weeds? If you can’t beat ‘em,
eat ‘em! Did you know red clover is full of protein?! Find more recipes at
http://bit.ly/2rgmK2n. #PugetSoundStartsHere #EatYourWeeds

5/27/18 (FB)
Day 27: You know that feeling when you get in the car after playing
outside on a warm day, and all of a sudden that unmistakable smell hits
you? You take a cautious whiff and immediately realize you stepped in
something awful. And to make matters worse, you already got some of it
on your floor mat.
Don’t be the person who ruins someone else’s day…be a Super Scooper!
http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3 #PugetSoundStartsHere #ScoopIt

5/28/18 (FB)
Day 28: Since today is a day of remembrance, we’re reminding you to take the Puget
Sound Starts Here pledge to show your love for this beautiful region we call home.
http://bit.ly/2FmKgQk #PugetSoundStartsHere #MemorialDay

5/29/18 (FB)
Day 29: Sometimes Mr. Yuk stickers aren’t enough. Keep your kids and pets safer
by skipping the heavy chemicals altogether. Check out some easy recipes for
greener cleaners at http://bit.ly/2jiJ9Zy #PugetSoundStartsHere #GreenCleaning

5/30/18 (FB)
Day 30: If you wouldn’t want to swim in it, don’t put it down the storm drain. And
remember…only rain down the drain! #PugetSoundStartsHere
#OnlyRainDownTheDrain

5/30/18 (FB)
Do you live near a stream or wetland? Want to learn how to
help the environment, make your property look nicer, and lower
its maintenance needs? Restoration experts will teach you how
at this FREE
workshop. #HealthyStreams #KingConservationDistrict
Shared KCD’s event

5/31/18 (FB)
Day 31: It’s the final day of Puget Sound Starts Here
month! Thanks for following BothellCool each day to
learn simple things you can do to help protect our
streams, kids, pets, community, and Puget Sound. Small
changes add up to a big difference! Remember to take
the Puget Sound Starts Here pledge at
http://bit.ly/2FmKgQk. #PugetSoundStartsHere

6/1/18 (FB)
Summer starts later this month, and that means we’re getting into car washing season. Find tips on how to wash your
car responsibly at http://bit.ly/2r3pyjt. Remember…nothing but rain down the storm drain! #CommercialCarWash
Link to commercial car wash video https://youtu.be/EBGPeCI9Pgg

6/3/18 (FB)
Get your gloves, your germinators, and your green thumbs
ready! Time to go play in the dirt. Need any gardening advice?
Check out The Garden
Hotlineat http://gardenhotline.org/. #NationalGardeningWeek

6/4/18 (FB)
Not to start out the week with a downer, but toxic pollution is one
of the biggest threats facing Puget Sound's Southern Resident
orcas.
You can learn about the impacts toxics have on orcas, where these
toxics are coming from, and how you can be part of the
solution.#PugetSoundStartsHere
Shared event: Our Toxic Orcas

6/11/18 (FB)
You have a loaf of bread, you’re at the park, and there are ducks. We see where this is going. But before you feed those
ducks, you should know it will do a lot more harm than you may realize.
Please don’t feed the ducks. Learn more at www.bothellwa.gov/ducks#NaturalWaddlers
Link to duck feeding video: https://youtu.be/miSVuK_3VoE

6/12/18 (FB)
We’ve got our copy. How about you? “Kids around the region are learning
about the Salish Sea thanks to a new book that is being offered - in many cases
free of cost - to Washington schools and libraries. Explore the Salish
Sea inspires the next generation to appreciate and perhaps someday protect
the environment close at hand.” Read the full story at http://bit.ly/2LKjXHl.
#SalishSea #StuffWeNeedToKnow

6/13/18 (FB)
Hopefully you won’t see one of these in your garden, but if you do, you
should let King County know right away! Garlic Mustard is a Class A
noxious weed in King County (which is code for “get it out of here”). To
report it online or to learn more about it, go to
www.kingcounty.gov/weeds. #WeedYourGardenDay #NoBulliesAllowed

6/14/18 (FB)
Remember our Garlic Mustard post from yesterday? It's not the only plant that needs to get lost. Check out King
County's list of the worst weeds, see pictures showing you what to look for, and learn how to get rid of these pests
before they go to seed. #WeedsBeGone#NaturalYardCare
Link to King County’s Noxious Weeds Blog “Noxious weeds to watch for in June”:
https://kingcountyweeds.com/2018/06/07/noxious-weeds-to-watch-for-in-june/

6/15/18 (FB)
Fun Fact Friday: You wouldn’t think parachutes and beavers had anything to do with each other, but they do! Find out
why at http://bit.ly/2JD1EHE. #WhatToDoWithAllTheseParachutes
Link to video Parachuting Beavers: https://youtu.be/RhdHuonTc8Y

6/17/18 (FB)
Earth-friendly habits start at home. Thank you, BothellCool dads, for
teaching your kids what sustainability is all about! Happy Father’s
Day! #BothellCoolDadsRock

6/18/18 (FB)
We’ve been putting it off, but It’s time we talked to you about the birds
and the bees…and the butterflies and the bats. Because it’s National
Pollinator Week! Did you know that these pint-sized pollinators provide
one out of every three bites of food we eat? Say thanks by planting
native plants, supporting local farms, and telling your friends about the
importance of pollinators. www.pollinator.org #PollinatorWeek

6/19/18 (FB)
We’re giving a shout-out to these busy bees and how hard they work to pollinate! But they don’t do it alone – they get
help from other six-legged friends like beetles, flies, ants, wasps, moths, and butterflies. Check out www.pollinator.org
to learn more. #PollinatorWeek
Link to The Amazing Honey Bee video: https://youtu.be/5ZTIMgw3xoE

6/20/18 (FB)
If you've been down to Wayne Golf Course, you've probably seen this
guy or one of his friends hanging out. If you stay long enough, you might
just get a sneak peak of his upcoming Netflix comedy
special. http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3#WhoKnewEaglesWereFunny
#NationalAmericanEagleDay

6/21/18 (FB)
Cheers to bats! Without them, your happy hour glass might be empty. Check out www.pollinator.org to learn about
what else pollinators do for the world. #PollinatorWeek
Link to Bats Pollinate video: https://youtu.be/qRCscGyRZcg

6/21/18 (FB)
Response to Bothell Community post: “To whoever used
my garbage can to throw their dog poop away - my initial
response was to be annoyed, but on second thought... I
have my own dog’s poop in there anyway and we
appreciate you picking yours up. So thank you for using my
can! (I also know it sucks to carry poop for the rest of the
walk lol)”

6/21/18 (FB)
We recently saw a post about dog poop etiquette and whether it’s okay to put bagged
pet waste in someone else’s trash can while you and your pup are out on a walk. If
you’re a Bothell resident and you’d like to let passers-by know that your trash can is
pet poop friendly, you can get a “We Scoop” sticker to put on your can! Just take the
Super Scooper Pledge at http://bit.ly/2Il8Y63 and we’ll mail you a sticker. #WeScoop
#PickThat%&@$Up

6/22/18 (FB)
Dalmatians behind desks can only mean one thing - it's Take Your
Dog to Work Day! Enjoy crunching numbers with your corgi or
pushing pencils with your pug...just don't forget to pack their
poop bags. http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3#ScoopIt

6/22/18 (FB)
Looking for something fun to do this weekend? Swing over to
Kenmore, celebrate a newly renovated park, and jam out with a
brass band! #NeighborlyNeighbors

6/22/18 (FB)
Updated BothellCool profile picture to celebrate Pride Month

6/23/18 (FB)
There’s a reason Himalayan blackberry earned the title of June’s “Weed of the Month.” You see it everywhere in the
Pacific Northwest, but do you know how it got here in the first place? Watch and find out, then learn more about it at
http://bit.ly/2JNeSS2. #NaturalYardCare #LosingTheBattle #WeLikeBlackberryPieToo
Link to Himalayan blackberry video: https://youtu.be/hVDxvfv2fzc

6/23/18 (FB)
Awww, we're blushing! #YouGuysRock
BothellCool received its 900th “like”

6/24/18 (FB)
Did you vote yet? Help the rest of the nation see why Bothell is a
finalist for Reader's Digest's 10 Nicest Places in America! Read more
and vote at https://www.10best.com/…/…/readers-digestnicest/bothell-wa/#WellDeserved

6/24/18 (FB)
To wrap up #NationalPollinatorWeek, Christi hung out with these beautiful butterflies at Woodland Park Zoo's Butterfly
Garden today. One even tried to leave with us! #WeAlreadyHaveAPet
Video from Butterfly Garden: https://www.facebook.com/BothellCool/videos/2138989466141717/

6/25/18 (FB)
Sure, it may not be the weather you were hoping for on a summer Monday,
but there's always a bright
side! http://bit.ly/2IcSOf8#YourLawnAndGardenLoveIt #HoorayForRain

6/26/18 (FB)
This morning our Storm Operations and Surface Water crews spent some time
playing in the Sammamish River to restore some bare wetland habitat along
the banks. Some of the planting areas were less than cooperative, but donuts,
energy bars and coffee helped us push through. We can’t wait to revisit this
area in a few months and see what Mother Nature has done with it!
#WishMyBootsWereTaller #WetSmellySocks

6/27/18 (FB)
Sure, sunglasses make you look cool. But you can be even cooler by being
BothellCool and picking up after your pup! Post a sunglasses selfie of you and
your dog and we’ll choose a winner to receive a pet waste bag dispenser for
your leash. Winner will be announced July 2. http://bit.ly/2HYfPT3
#NationalSunglassesDay #SunglassSelfie #WeScoop

6/28/18 (FB)
Knotweed’s a pain,
And so is Scotch broom.
Blackberry, poison-hemlock…
Prepare to meet your doom.
Now is the perfect time to eradicate these invasive weeds! Put ‘em in
check now before they cause major problems. Learn more about them at
http://bit.ly/2K7J2Py. #NotInMyYard

6/30/18 (FB)
Dandelions may have low standards, but you don’t have to. Learn
how to deal with weeds naturally at http://bit.ly/2r6jvKZ.
#NaturalYardCare #GrowSmartGrowSafe

7/3/18 (FB)
The parade is almost here! When crews open up the east and west sides of the
Multiway Boulevard for chairs tomorrow, please keep your chairs - and your feet out of the rain gardens. These plants are still young, especially on the east side,
and still need lots of TLC to survive. And if you’re reading this wondering what the
heck a rain garden is, check out www.bothellwa.gov/raingardens #ChairShaming
#SaveTheRainGardens #BeBothellCool #FreedomFestival

7/4/18 (FB)
Downtown Bothell is the place to be! With all the extra people and pets at the
parade, be a patriotic pup owner and pack some extra poop bags for your pooch.
You can even take the Super Scooper Pledge at http://bit.ly/2Il8Y63. Happy
Independence Day! #ScoopIt #WhyDoesMyShoeStink #FreedomFestival

7/5/18 (FB)
Natural Yard Care Workshops added as events on BothellCool’s FB page:

7/6/18 (FB)
Whether you're rockin' a 2018 Prius or a 1989 Pontiac, please wash it responsibly to keep pollutants out of our
streams. www.bothellwa.gov/carwashing #NothingButRainDownTheDrain
“No matter what you drive” car washing video: https://youtu.be/DLrUVB6Dbj0

7/9/18 (FB)
Leaving grass clippings on the lawn works best in dry weather. So if wet
clumps stopped you in the rainy spring, try "grasscycling" again this
summer. http://bit.ly/2IcSOf8 #NaturalYardCare #MulchingMower

7/10/18 (FB)
It’s so pretty, but looks can be deceiving. Purple loosestrife is King
County’s Noxious Weed of the Month. “Purple loosestrife does not play
well with other plants and can completely dominate the areas it invades.”
It’s a Class B Noxious Weed and requires control, which means you should
let King County know if you find it somewhere. To learn more about it or
to report a sighting, check out http://bit.ly/2N2RH3i. #NoBulliesAllowed
#WeedsBeGone

7/11/18 (FB)
If you’re heading over to the Movies at Marymoor Park tonight to watch
Jumanji, swing by King County’s noxious weed booth while you’re there.
They’ve got noxious weeds labeled so you can see what's what, and they can
answer your questions about how to get rid of them. #GoGreenNight
#KingCountyParks
Shared event: King County Parks – Movies @ Marymoor

7/11/18 (FB)
Bothell Storm Operations knows the city’s storm drains all too well. After
inspection, they’re cleaning this one out to remove any debris and pollutants
that would otherwise dump out into the nearest stream. Thanks for helping
keep our streams and rivers healthy, guys! Learn how you can do your part at
http://bit.ly/2rPNWZm. #HealthyStreams #RockinTheOrange

7/12/18 (FB)
Identify bugs before you spray, squash, or stomp ‘em! Many of them are good
guys who eat pests. Learn which ones are helpers at http://bit.ly/2Jytyjv
#NaturalYardCare #ByeByeAphids

7/13/18 (FB)
Don’t be ridiculous! No one wants to step in dog poop, not to mention how much of a health risk it is for kids, pets, and
families when you leave it lying around. Scoop it, bag it, and put it in the trash. www.bothellwa.gov/scoop
#SuperScooper #PickUpThePoo
Linked to Ridiculous video: https://youtu.be/F7kfGHB-l30

7/14/18 (FB)
Major congratulations to Janet Geer (our Surface Water Supervisor),
Transect Films, and Puget Sound Starts Here! They worked together
to create a series of Drain Rangers short videos and recently won an
award for best Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math
(STEAM) video at the New Media Film Festival! Drain Rangers is part
of a regional youth education program that provides stormwater
curriculum to grades K-12. See the award-winning video at
http://bit.ly/2L8oO8O, then check out the other three videos in the
series. #DrainRangers #PugetSoundStartsHere

7/15/18 (FB)
There’s still time to mulch your trees and shrubs! Just spread 2-3” of wood
chips or bark mulch on shrub beds to conserve water, smother weeds, and
feed plants. Learn about mulch at http://bit.ly/2m6e7p7. #NaturalYardCare
#MulchyMulchyMulch

7/16/18 (FB)
Do you live near a stream? King Conservation District's experts are offering
a free workshop to teach you about controlling weeds, using native plants,
reducing pollution runoff, and much more! Join us at Lytle House Aug. 16
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Register
at http://bit.ly/2uHuGM2#NativePlants #BothellStreams
Shared KCD’s streamside restoration workshop event.

7/17/18 (FB/Twitter)
If you try to convince us this is the emoji for chocolate ice cream, sorry…we’re
not buying it. Have fun
celebrating #WorldEmojiDay today! www.bothellwa.gov/scoop #WeScoop

7/18/18 (FB)
Water early in the morning to reduce evaporation. Let the soil surface dry
before watering again so the roots can breathe. Learn about smart watering at
http://bit.ly/2HUQGZN. #SaveWater #SavePlants

7/19/18 (FB)
We’re lucky to have a stretch of dry weather, but it’s still important to report
spills so they don’t travel to our storm drains. When pollutants enter storm
drains, they travel to our streams and do harm to the water and everything
that lives in it. Always report spills right away to 425-806-6750.
www.bothellwa.gov/spills #SpillHotline

7/20/18 (FB)
How do you usually wash your vehicle? We still have a few free commercial
car wash tickets left for City of Bothell residents if you take a short survey
about car washing. Learn more about car washing at
www.bothellwa.gov/carwashing, then take the survey at
http://bit.ly/2JXxwXF. #WashResponsibly #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

7/21/18 (FB)
Watch your watering systems in action every few weeks to find and fix any
leaks. Learn more about watering systems at http://bit.ly/2JcLFuC.
#SaveWater #SaveMoney

7/23/18 (FB)
Stop by the #BothellCool table at Music in the Park this Friday! Chat
with Emily about sustainability, and if you have a dog, why not take the
Super Scooper Pledge? You'll get a free pet waste bag dispenser with
leash clip and a "We Scoop" sticker for your garbage
can. #WeScoop#MusicInThePark

7/24/18 (FB)
You can save loads of water and money by letting lawn areas go dormant
until fall. Grass is super resilient and will come back to life on its own. If
brown gets you down, keep the most visible areas of your lawn green. See
two minutes of smart watering tips at http://bit.ly/2uimwcv. #SaveWater
#NaturalYardCare

7/27/18 (FB)
The soil is warm, which means it’s a good time to mulch your flower and
vegetable gardens. Use an inch of compost to save water, feed your plants, and
knock out the weeds. Learn more about mulch at http://bit.ly/2m6e7p7.
#NaturalYardCare #SaveWater

7/28/18 (FB)
Has your floor seen better days? If you’re planning on doing any carpet steam
cleaning this summer, please be sure the dirty wash water stays out of any
storm drains. Try pouring it down your indoor drains in small batches so it
ends up at a wastewater treatment facility instead of in our streams. If you’re
hiring a professional, make sure they also dispose of the wash water properly.
Learn more about eco-friendly home maintenance at http://bit.ly/2Oa8S4m.
#ItWasTotallyTheCat #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

7/30/18 (FB)
It’s only mid summer, but it’s not too early to start planting for fall and winter!
Plant yummy vegetables like carrots, lettuce, kale, beets, and broccoli so they’re
ready to eat when the weather turns cool. Learn more about growing food at
http://bit.ly/2KVjc1s. #CrunchCarrots #EatYourVeggies

8/1/18 (FB)
Slugs and snails got you down? Here are some tips to manage them naturally.
Use pesticides only as a last resort, and if you go that route at least pick a safer
product for people, pollinators and the environment by using the product
rankings at http://bit.ly/2msZf48. #TakeBackYourGarden #NaturalYardCare

8/2/18 (FB)
Keep compost working for you. Add yard trimmings to compost piles and check
to make sure they stay moist. Mix and moisten dry materials, then cover with
plastic or soil to keep it all damp. Find tips about composting at
http://bit.ly/2u5WKJk. #NaturalYardCare #ReuseIt

8/5/18 (FB)
Let your soil and plants guide how much and how often you water. The soil
surface should be dry an inch or so deep before you water. After watering, make
sure the water has reached roots several inches deep. Some of your plants may
survive with little or no water this summer, so don’t water them unless they look
stressed. http://bit.ly/2uiXeey #SaveWater #StopDrowningMe

8/7/18 (FB)
This isn't exactly the natural beauty you look for when you come to the beach.
Let's try to keep Puget Sound's beaches and waters clean!#pugetsoundstartshere

8/8/18 (FB)
Keep your mower blades sharp! Sharp blades keep the lawn greener and help
prevent disease. By the way, have you thought about trying a mulching mower?
Check out the benefits at http://bit.ly/2ujH30f. #MowLikeANinja
#WatchYourFingers

8/11/18 (FB)
We’ve heard “two out of three ain’t bad,” but not in this case. Scoop it, bag it,
and put in in the trash…every time! Keep Bothell’s kids, adults, pets, wildlife,
and streams healthy. Learn more about how pet waste harms us at
www.bothellwa.gov/scoop. #WeScoop #ResponsibleDogOwners

8/13/18 (FB)
Quiz time: What’s a watershed, how do they work, and do you live in
one? Find out the answers at www.bothellwa.gov/watersheds.
#WeAllLiveDownstream

8/14/18 (FB/Twitter)
Alright…who’s ready to talk a little %!#$ and have some fun? Stop by our
Surface Water booth at Sustainamania this Saturday to play the Poop Toss
Game, take the Super Scooper Pledge, and learn why it’s important to pick
up after your pooch! Sustainamania details at
www.bothellwa.gov/sustainamania #WeScoop #Sustainamania

8/15/18 (FB)
Do you live near a stream? Join us at Lytle House on Aug. 16 for a free
workshop! King Conservation District will teach you how to beautify
and care for your streamside property. Register at
http://bit.ly/2w46Hr2. #HealthyStreams #KingConservationDistrict

8/16/18 (FB)
Hope to see some of you at tonight's free workshop presented by King
Conservation District! #HealthyStreams

8/16/18 (FB)
King Conservation District is at Lytle House right now talking to Bothell
residents about how to care for land near streams and wetlands. Lots of
helpful info in this room tonight!
#HealthyStreams #HealthyLands#WeHaveCookies

8/17/18 (FB)
With this dry weather, it’s easy to see if your vehicle leaves any spots in your
driveway or parking space. If you have a leak, you can learn what to do about
it before it becomes a big (and expensive)
problem. #PugetSoundStartsHere #FixThatLeak

8/18/18 (FB)
We're at Sustainamania at City Hall until 2 p.m. Come by to toss some poop at
Christi's Surface Water booth! #PugetSoundStartsHere #Sustainamania

8/25/18 (FB)
If you're down at the UTSAV MELA celebration at the
Park at Bothell Landing today, please remember that the
ducks do just fine without human food.
www.bothellwa.gov/ducks #NaturalWaddlers

8/26/18 (FB)
It's not just a day for the dogs, it's also a day to say "thanks" to all their
humans for picking up after them. Thanks for doing your part,
scoopers! www.bothellwa.gov/scoop #DogAppreciationDay #WeScoop

8/29/18 (FB)
Thanks to Snohomish Conservation District, their awesome crew of
veterans, Americorps members from the Washington Conservation
Corps, and some willing Bothell homeowners…our community's rain
garden population is growing! Here’s an article about how they’re
working together to “beautify the neighborhood, prevent flooding and
fight pollution.”
http://bit.ly/2BWeJIz #RainGardens #GreenInfrastructure
Link to Bothell-Kenmore Reporter article

8/30/18 (FB)
Have you seen this slightly unappetizing Puget Sound Starts Here
commercial? We had a blast brainstorming ideas for a series of
stormwater pollution prevention commercials with all of our Puget
Sound Starts Here partners and Comcast. We love how this one turned
out - what do you think? #PugetSoundStartsHere #NoCheesePlease
Link to Vehicle Leaks/Certain Things Don’t Mix PSSH 30-second
commercial

8/31/18 (FB)
Attention 10th and 11th grade students! Lake Washington Watershed
Internship Program is offering an incredible internship for you to become a
steward of your local community through mentoring, hands-on learning,
habitat restoration and stream monitoring. This year-long internship is based
out of the UW Bothell campus and starts Oct. 4. Learn more, see the time
commitment involved, and apply online by Sept. 19 at http://bit.ly/2wyiVIJ.

8/31/18 (FB)
Fall planting season is right around the corner. Stock up at the 21 Acres
and Eastside Audubon Society Native Plant Sale! #NorthwestPlants
#GoNative #NaturalYardCare

9/1/18 (FB)
It’s September! With the kids heading back to school, we know your weekends feel
even more valuable. Here’s a free family-friendly event to add to the calendar that
will definitely be worth your time. Head to McCollum Park for the RainScaping
Expo, noon to 4 p.m. on Sept. 29. You’ll find guest speaker Ciscoe Morris, along
with workshops on rainscaping solutions, displays, booths, and prizes. Visit
http://bit.ly/2omceFR for more info and the event schedule. #RainScaping
#SnohomishCounty #ItIsEasyBeingGreen

9/3/18 (FB)
It’s the end of hot dog season, the beginning of football season,
and the fashion police might ticket you for wearing white. That
could only mean one thing – it’s Labor Day! Enjoy celebrating,
and go ahead and wear something white tomorrow. We won’t
judge…we like to live life on the edge, too. #YOLO
#Sustainability4Life

9/4/18 (FB)
Happy Back-To-School Week! If your PTA is looking for an eco-friendly
fundraising idea, why not sell commercial car wash tickets? You can get
them for $1.50 each until Sept. 15 at http://charitycarwash.org/. Raise
funds for schools AND protect Puget Sound at the same time?!! Sounds
like a win-win to us. #OnlyRainDownTheDrain #BackToSchool
#Fundraisers

9/5/18 (FB)
For many Bothell families, today is the first day of a new school year! We
want to give a shout-out to all the kids who represent the essence of
BothellCool-ness wherever they are…at home, at play, and at school.
Being an example and sharing what you know about sustainability with
your friends is one of the best ways to encourage eco-friendly habits.
Keep being amazing, and welcome back to school!
www.bothellwa.gov/bothellcool #BothellCoolKids #TheMoreYouKnow
#TellAFriend

9/6/18 (FB)
"In many cities, it’s now even explicitly illegal not to carry a bag, scoop or
other means of collecting your pet’s poop when out-and-about." Yeah, we're
talking dog poop. And Bothell is one of those cities that doesn't mess around
when it comes to pet waste! Read this article for the full
scoop. #WeScoop#SuperScoopers
Link to The Herald’s article: “We’ve got the scoop on 63 tons per day of
poop.” https://www.heraldnet.com/news/weve-got-the-scoop-on-poop/

9/7/18 (FB)
Did you get your copy of the Bothell Bridge yet? Check out pages 16-19 for
BothellCool's info about recycling, the Wastemobile schedule, water conservation,
natural yard care workshops, Salmon "SEEson," Pollution Prevention Week, and
more. See it all at http://bit.ly/2wSbo8q. #BothellBridge #TheMoreYouKnow

9/10/18 (FB)
Free gardening class this Thursday in Shoreline! #NorthwestNatives#NaturalYardCare
Shared The Garden Hotline’s post/link: https://www.savingwater.org/lawngarden/gardening-classes/

9/11/18 (FB)
Good news - the Back to School Sale for car wash tickets has been extended until
Sept. 22! You can buy commercial car wash tickets for just $1.50 each, then resell
them as part of your school's fundraiser. Get details
at http://charitycarwash.org/. #PugetSoundStartsHere
Shared original BothellCool post from 9/4/18.

9/11/18 (FB)
Does the so-called relaxing hobby of gardening turn into more of an all-out war in reality...you against your yard? You
just might need a little Natural Yard Care in your life! Sign up for one of our free October workshops
at www.bothellwa.gov/nyc. #NaturalYardCare#NoMoreFighting
Link to NYC Workshop – video #1: https://youtu.be/2NlQDai-tGQ

9/12/18 (FB)
Chinook, Sockeye, and Coho – oh my! Salmon SEEson is here, and King County put
together a map of salmon “hot spots” to check out, including North Creek. Will you
be lucky enough to see one? Get info about their whereabouts at
http://bit.ly/2wuXY1R. #SalmonSeeson #LocalSalmon #SpotTheSpawners

9/12/18 (FB)
Make way for salmon! Here's another opportunity to look for salmon in North
Creek...and do some good for the environment at the same time. Win-win!
Check out more opportunities to look for salmon
at www.bothellwa.gov/salmontours #SalmonSEEson
Shared Friends of North Creek Forest’s event

9/14/18 (FB)
2, 4, 6, 8…now we must dechlorinate! If you have a pool and are ready to put
the cover back on for the next few seasons, be sure to dechlorinate it before
draining the water. Allowing chlorinated water go down a City of Bothell storm
drain isn’t just bad for our streams and fish, it’s against the law. Learn more at
http://bit.ly/2BNqr88. #Dechlorinate #PollutionPreventionWeek
#UntilNextSummer

9/14/18 (FB/Twitter)
Join Orlay Johnson, retired NOAA research fisheries biologist, for a free tour to
look for and learn about spawning salmon in North Creek! He's offering tours at
10 a.m. on Sept. 23 and Oct. 14. Learn more and sign up
at www.bothellwa.gov/salmontours. #SalmonSEEson #SalmonSays

9/15/18 (FB/Twitter)
Free natural yard care workshops are coming this October! Have you signed up?
www.bothellwa.gov/nycworkshop #NaturalYardCare #ILikeMePesticideFree

9/16/18 (FB/Twitter)
Attention 10th and 11th grade students! This Wednesday is the deadline for
turning in your application for the Lake Washington Watershed Internship
Program! Become a steward of your local community through mentoring,
hands-on learning, habitat restoration and stream monitoring. This year-long
internship is based out of the UW Bothell campus and starts Oct. 4. Learn
more, see the time commitment involved, and apply at http://bit.ly/2wyiVIJ.

9/17/18 (FB/Twitter)
It’s Pollution Prevention Week, and we’re challenging you to stop pollution at
its source. Not sure how to do that? Check out some ideas at
www.bothellwa.gov/p2week and follow #BothellCool all week for daily
pollution prevention tips. #GiveAHoot #P2Week #PollutionPreventionWeek
#BothellCool #PugetSoundStartsHere

9/17/18 (FB)
Here are some fun facts to make today seem a little less Monday-ish. By the way, Natural Yard Care workshops are
coming to Bothell next month. Have you signed up yet? www.bothellwa.gov/nycworkshop. #GoodBugs
#NaturalYardCare #LadybugLove
Link to Fun Facts about Ladybugs video: https://youtu.be/4oXmK-QYpL4

9/18/18 (FB/Twitter)
All week long, check out #BothellCool for tips on ways you can prevent pollution.
Today’s tip? Check your vehicle for leaks. Get a free leak inspection and learn how
to look for and identify leaks on your own at www.fixcarleaks.org #P2Week
#BothellCool #PugetSoundStartsHere #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/18/18 (FB)
Want to stay in the loop about Surface Water workshops, volunteer events, and
other opportunities to get involved? Check out our most recent quarterly enewsletter at http://bit.ly/2D7fyPr. Then sign yourself up for “Surface Water
News & Volunteer Opportunities” to have e-news delivered right to your email
inbox or phone next time at http://www.bothellwa.gov/list.aspx.
#PugetSoundStartsHere #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/19/18 (FB/Twitter)
Today’s pollution prevention tip is brought to you by Fido! Picking up after your
pet isn’t just the law, it’s the healthy thing to do. Leaving dog poop in your
backyard allows you, your kids, and your pets to track it indoors, inviting a whole
army of nasty bacteria into your house. And back-to-school month already
comes with enough germs of its own. Get the scoop at
www.bothellwa.gov/scoop. #P2Week #BothellCool #PugetSoundStartsHere
#OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/19/18 (FB)
Have you signed up for the Oct. 14 tour of North Creek to look for and
learn about salmon? Local salmon expert Orlay Johnson is excited
lead the tour and share his years of knowledge with you! Sign up
at www.bothellwa.gov/salmontours #SalmonSEEson

9/19/18 (FB/Twitter)
Ahoy t' all th' cur owners in Bothell! Yer cur's poop bag may say 'tis
compostable or biodegradable, but th' poop itself ain't. Always throw
yer cur's poop only in th' garbage aft ye scoop 'n bag it up. Keep yer
sprogs, pets, 'n streams healthy! www.bothellwa.gov/scoop
#TalkLikeAPirateDay

9/20/18 (FB/Twitter)
What do grease, coffee grounds, and tampons have in common? They should all
stay out of your septic system! Lower your risk of septic failure and pollution by
having your system inspected every one to three years, and be kind to your pipes.
Learn to be septic smart at www.bothellwa.gov/septic. #P2Week #BothellCool
#PugetSoundStartsHere #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/21/18 (FB/Twitter)
Help our Storm and Surface Water teams stop pollution at its source by reporting
spills whenever you see them. Call our Spill Hotline 24/7 at 425-806-6750 so we
can try to keep pollution out of our storm drains and streams. Report things like
vehicle fluids, soapy water, and restaurant grease near storm drains. Learn what
else to look for at www.bothellwa.gov/reportspills. #P2Week #BothellCool
#PugetSoundStartsHere #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/21/18 (FB)
Were you planning to go to the Sept. 23 North Creek tour to look for salmon with
Orlay Johnson? If so, we've got some bad news. There aren't any salmon to spot,
as they haven't made their way to North Creek yet. So we're canceling the Sept.
23 tour, but encourage you to sign up for the Oct. 14 tour instead
at www.bothellwa.gov/salmontours. #SalmonSEEson#HereFishyFishy

9/21/18 (FB)
Join your neighbors at a volunteer rain garden planting party on Oct. 11! Many
thanks to Snohomish Conservation District, King Conservation District, 12,000
Rain Gardens, and Stewardship Partners for organizing this community event. Not
sure what a rain garden is? Learn all about them
at www.bothellwa.gov/raingardens. #RainGarden #BothellCommunity

9/22/18 (FB/Twitter)
Not everyone realizes that when you wash your car in the driveway, the soapy
water and all the polluted runoff from your car gets washed right into the nearest
storm drain, stream, lake or river, and eventually Puget Sound. But there’s an ecofriendlier way! Try a commercial car wash instead. Bothell residents can even take
a survey for a free commercial car wash ticket. See if you qualify at
http://bit.ly/2JXxwXF. #P2Week #BothellCool #PugetSoundStartsHere
#OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/22/18 (FB)
Happening now until 2 p.m. What a way to celebrate the first day of fall!

9/23/18 (FB/Twitter)
It’s the final day of Pollution Prevention Week, but that doesn’t mean you can’t
keep stopping pollution at its source! We’ll even show you how. Sign up for one,
two, or all three of our free Natural Yard Care workshops happening this
October. Read more and register at www.bothellwa.gov/nycworkshop. And
thanks for protecting Puget Sound! #P2Week #BothellCool
#PugetSoundStartsHere #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/23/18 (FB)
Family-friendly harvest festival at Molbak's Garden + Home on Oct. 6. Sounds
fun! #GetYourPlantsOn

9/24/18 (FB/Twitter)
Yes, fall is definitely here. And yes, we are shamelessly jumping on the pumpkin
spice bandwagon to promote our Natural Yard Care programs. Sign up for one,
two, or all three of our free October workshops at
www.bothellwa.gov/nycworkshop. #WhateverWorks #Shameless #PumpkinSpice
#NaturalYardCare

9/25/18 (FB/Twitter)
Keep swimming upstream, salmon! We're eager for you to make it to North
Creek! www.bothellwa.gov/salmonseeson.
#NationalComicBookDay #BadNewsBears #SalmonSEEson

9/26/18 (FB)
"I AM a gardener. I AM a gardener. I AM a gardener." Start practicing this mantra, then come to one of our free Natural
Yard Care workshops for some self-affirmation. Sign up at www.bothellwa.gov/nycworkshop. #FindYourInnerPeas
#NaturalYardCare
Link to “Moment of Zen” NYC video at https://youtu.be/gDatUJaqO5c

9/27/18 (FB)
Today was Bothell’s inaugural Safety Rodeo, organized by Bothell’s own Safety
Committee! Its purpose was to help our coworkers learn to be prepared and
safe not just for emergencies, but in our day-to-day lives. Since #BothellCool is
all about sustainability, we set up a green cleaning station where our
coworkers could each make a bottle of non-toxic household cleaner to take
home. We also told them what to look for and what phone number to call if
they ever see a spill on a roadway, in a stream, or near a storm drain. (BTW,
it’s 425-806-6750.) www.bothellwa.gov/bothellcool #SafetyFirst
#GreenCleaning #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

9/28/18 (FB/Twitter)
Looking for something to do this weekend? Head to McCollum Park for the RainScaping
Expo, noon to 4 p.m. on Sept. 29. It’s a free family-friendly event where you can listen to
guest speakers talk about rainscaping solutions, visit displays and booths, and win prizes.
And gardening guru Ciscoe Morris will be there! Visit http://bit.ly/2omceFR for more info
and the event schedule. #RainScaping #CiscoeMorris #OhLaLa

10/1/18 (FB)
You wouldn’t drink & drive, but would you drip & drive? Small leaks from
your vehicle can easily become large and expensive leaks if you don’t fix
them quickly. Visit www.fixcarleaks.org for a free leak inspection, a list of
local mechanics, and upcoming free workshops to help you look for and
identify leaks yourself. #FixVehicleLeaks #PugetSoundStartsHere

10/2/18 (FB)
Laura from Tilth Alliance is schooling us at our
Healthy Lawns and Gardens from the Ground
Up natural yard care workshop tonight. Join
us next Tuesday to learn about smart plant
choices for northwest
gardens! www.bothellwa.gov/nyc

10/3/18 (FB)
There’s something strange going on in Bothell. The leaves…they’re “changing.” (Insert dramatically ominous music here.)
You can’t escape this unstoppable natural phenomenon, but we can at least help you survive it. Learn how at
http://bit.ly/2Nfu1IR. #KeepStormDrainsClear #PreventFlooding
Link to “Keep Storm Drains Clear” video: https://youtu.be/O7OXRP6y4dE

10/6/18 (FB/Twitter)
Whether you’re an IPA, lager, stout, or pilsner lover, have fun today at the
#BothellBeerFestival in City Hall’s parking garage! But if you’re not a fan of
what you’re tasting, please don’t dump it out on the pavement or concrete. It
could end up in our storm drains and streams, and many of those fish are still
minors. #HealthyStreams #HealthyFish #MmmmmBeer

10/10/18 (FB)
It’s Salmon SEEson – a great time to peer into local creeks to scout for salmon. Come to North Creek for a guided tour on
Oct. 14, or head out and try to spot the spawners on your own. Learn more at www.bothellwa.gov/salmonseeson.
#SalmonSeeson #SpotTheSpawners
Link to “It’s Salmon SEEson” video: https://youtu.be/UCKReICXxdM

10/18/18 (FB)
What’s scarier than monsters, ghosts, and skeletons? The nasty germs hiding in
your pup’s poop! Dog poop is full of fecal coliform, a group of bacteria that can
make people and pets really sick. That’s why scooping pet waste from your
own yard is just as important as scooping it when you’re out and about. Save
the scary stuff for Halloween! More about poop at www.bothellwa.gov/scoop.
#WeScoop #ThingsThatGoSquishInTheNight

10/19/18 (FB)
We've been so spoiled by all this sunshine, but it looks like our good ol' friend
Rain is returning next week. If your vehicle has a leak, try to get it fixed before
the rain has a chance to wash those leaking auto fluids into storm drains and
streams. Not sure if you have a leak? Schedule a free visual inspection with a
local mechanic at www.fixcarleaks.org.
#DontDripAndDrive #PugetSoundStartsHere

10/20/2018 (FB)
Big shout-out to the fantastic group of volunteers who came out to Parr
Creek this morning to spread mulch around the plants. You guys rock, and
we appreciate your service! #ThankYou #SoManyDucks
#DonutsWithSprinkles #BirthdayBoy

10/22/2018 (FB)
What's a duck's favorite snack? Cheese and quackers! Just kidding...it's more like worms, slugs, grains, and bugs. You're
doing ducks a favor by letting them forage for their own food. Learn why
at www.bothellwa.gov/ducks. #BreadIsForSandwichesNotDucks
Link to duck foraging for food at Parr Creek video: https://youtu.be/32g6rlUTRh8

10/29/2018 (FB)
Creepy but cool! Spiders aren't the only helpful critters in your lawn and garden.
Learn about a whole bunch of other "good bugs"
at https://www.growsmartgrowsafe.org/GoodBugGuide. #NaturalYardCare
#NaturalHelpers

10/31/2018
Have a safe and happy Halloween,
Bothell! #HowDoIRecycleAllThisChestHair #BothellCool

11/2/2018 (FB)
Dust off your raincoat…our infamous Pacific Northwest rain is back in
town! You can help prevent localized flooding by keeping leaves out of the
storm drains on your street. So grab a rake and add those leaves to your
yard waste bin, turn them into compost, or use them as mulch on your
garden beds and landscaped areas. Learn more about flood prevention
at http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/1448/Flood-Prevention.
#OnlyRainDownTheDrain #PuddleSplashingTime

11/7/2018 (FB/Twitter)
Fallen leaves can block storm drains and lead to ponding and localized flooding in your neighborhood. You can
help prevent this from happening by raking leaves and keeping them out of your street and storm drains.
More tips at http://www.bothellwa.gov/1448/Flood-Prevention. #ILikeMeFloodFree #RakeLeaves
Link to leaf raking video: https://youtu.be/OJOUaCeuzV0

11/9/2018 (FB/Twitter)
All these colorful leaves sure are beautiful, but when mixed with heavy
rain, they can wreak havoc on your property if you ignore them. Now is
a good time to clear out your gutters and downspouts if you haven't
already. Learn what to do with all your leaves at
http://www.bothellwa.gov/1448/Flood-Prevention
#KeepStormDrainsClear #ILikeMeFloodFree

11/10/2018 (FB)
If you're an avid gardener or if you came to one of our Natural Yard Care
workshops last month, you probably know something about bareroot
plants. Good news - King Conservation District is having their native
bareroot plant sale right now! Order your plants online now and pick
them up on March 16 just in time for spring planting.
http://bit.ly/2DbImVe #NaturalYardCare #BarerootNativePlants

11/11/2018 (FB/Twitter)
Thank you for your service, Veterans! #VeteransDay #MilitaryFamilies

11/13/2018 (FB/Twitter)
Before you and your pup head out the door, don't forget the essentials! http://www.bothellwa.gov/567/PetWaste #WeScoop #PickUpAfterYourDog
Link to Who’s Ready to Go for a Walk video: https://youtu.be/QD2HhOmmBIk

11/14/2018 (FB/Twitter)
In May, @BothellCool participated in the interactive Survive the Sound
steelhead tracking game. Our fish, Sammy, didn’t fare so well. But during that
migration and every day since, Long Live the Kings has been working hard to
drive salmon and steelhead recovery efforts, which means a more hopeful
future for our resident orcas. Read their annual report to learn how they are
helping and how you can get involved at http://bit.ly/2B624jR.
#SaveOurSalmon #SaveOurOrcas #RIPSammy

11/15/2018 (FB)
Guess what everyone in this group has in common? They all
want to teach you how to make our creeks, lakes, rivers, and
Puget Sound cleaner! Today we're at our annual STORM
(Stormwater Outreach for Regional Municipalities) meeting,
and we're excited to help you learn what YOU can do to
improve local water quality. Learn more
at www.bothellwa.gov/pssh. #PSSH #HealthyStreams

11/16/2018 (FB/Twitter)
Are you on septic? Got family coming into town soon? It’s a
good idea to make sure your septic system is in good working
order before your guests arrive. Added flushes, showers,
laundry, and cooking put more pressure on your system. Don’t
let septic problems spoil your holiday cheer! Learn how to be
septic smart at http://www.bothellwa.gov/578/Septic-Systems
#SepticSmart #NoWipesDownThePipes

11/16/2018 (FB)
Join Friends of North Creek Forest tomorrow (Saturday) to help
get rid of invasive species to make room for beneficial native
plants. Hosts will provide gloves, tools, motivation, and
snacks! #communitystewardship#northcreekforest

11/20/2018 (FB)
What a fantastic idea for a children’s book, if we do say so
ourselves! In all seriousness though, hats off to our Storm
Operations crew for running Bothell’s street sweepers seven
days a week to help keep leaves off of streets and out of storm
drains. Clogged drains can lead to flooding. You can help
protect your property by raking leaves away from the storm
drains in your neighborhood. Need ideas about what to do all
those leaves? Check out a few tips
at http://bit.ly/2Dxurco #BothellStormOpsRocks

11/21/2018 (FB)
If you're feasting tomorrow and sharing table scraps with your
dog, remember which foods are off limits for your four-legged
friend: Chocolate, caffeine, grapes, nuts, citrus, onions, garlic,
raisins, coconuts, raw meat/eggs/bones, and alcohol. (Save that
last one for Aunt Marlene if you want to stay on her good side.)
Learn more ways to keep your pup safe during the holidays
at http://bit.ly/2Q8q91K #TurkeyForMe #TurkeyForYou
#LetsEatTheTurkeyInMyBigBrownShoe

11/22/2018 (FB/Twitter)
Want to know one thing we're especially thankful for? Your incredible
community spirit! Happy Thanksgiving, Bothell and
beyond! #thanksgiving#bothellcommunity #bothellcool

11/24/2018 (FB/Twitter)
Spills that could make their way into storm drains,
creeks, streams, and rivers, are definitely a big deal!
Pollutants that enter storm drains and ditches will
travel – untreated – to the nearest body of water. Let
us know about stormwater pollution in Bothell right
away by calling 425-806-6750, day or
night. #OnlyRainDownTheDrain #HealthyStreams

11/28/2018 (FB)
Looking for an unforgettable adventure while learning to take
better care of the Salish Sea? Sound Experience aboard the
Schooner Adventuress is now accepting applications for the 2019
sailing season for paid positions, internships, and volunteers. Sail
aboard The Adventuress, a century-old National Historic
Landmark tall ship. Why? To foster environmental sustainability,
youth development, and maritime careers through powerful
shipboard programs on the waters of the Salish Sea. Learn more
and apply at https://www.soundexperience.org
#AllAboard #MaritimeJobs
Photo: E.T. Becker

12/4/2018 (FB)
Pre-orders are now open for Snohomish Conservation District's
Annual Plant Sale! Order today, pick up your plants on Feb.
9. #GreatDeals #NativePlants

12/6/2018 (FB)
Hey teachers! Please don’t call us out for passing notes in class
- this is a good one. You can sign up to have Nature Vision give
a free presentation to your students about stormwater,
salmon, water conservation, wetlands, watersheds, healthy
soils…you decide! Learn more and sign up for winter and spring
programs at https://naturevision.org/schoolprograms/.#StormwaterEducation #PugetSoundStartsHere

12/11/2018 (FB)
If you missed our natural yard care workshops in October, we want to
hear from you! Take a few minutes to share some info about how you
care for your lawn and garden, and be entered to win a really cool
prize! Take the survey at https://bit.ly/yardcaresurvey.

12/13/18 (FB)
Thinking about making some changes to your landscape next
year? Join Snohomish Conservation District and King County
Wastewater Treatment Division to learn about effective yard
design. Bring photos or a map of your yard to get specific
advice from the
experts. #SustainableLandscapes#NaturalYardCare

12/14/18 (FB)
The more you know...
Stormwater is a part of life. But polluted stormwater doesn't have to
be. Learn what role you can play in protecting local water quality at
http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/474/Preventing-Stormwater-Pollution
#PugetSoundStartsHere

12/17/18 (FB)
This might be the only time of year English holly doesn’t get a bad rap. So if
you’ve got a little (or a lot) in your yard, go ahead and take advantage of its
festive look, but never eat the berries. And when the holidays are over,
make a resolution to tackle any unwanted English holly that’s been slowly
taking over your yard. Learn how
at http://bit.ly/2rFwwf5. #NotSoJollyHolly #NaturalYardCare
Photo: Sasha Shaw

12 Days of Sustainability Posts (split content with recycling/sustainability posts)
12/26/18 (FB)
Drip…drip…drip. No, it’s not the faucet this time. Vehicles can leak, too.
Don’t let yours turn into an expensive repair job! Fix car leaks right away,
save money, and keep pollutants out of storm drains and streams. It’s a
win-win-win situation. Learn more at www.fixcarleaks.org.
#12DaysOfSustainability

12/29/18 (FB)
What’s a rain garden, you ask? It’s a bowl-shaped shallow planted area
in the landscape where rain water collects and absorbs back into the
soil. It mimics the natural environment of the undisturbed soils and
forests that once covered the Puget Sound area. Rain gardens are
designed to slow, filter, and infiltrate runoff from roofs or pavement to
help protect local water quality. It uses spongy living soils and native
plants to achieve its goal. Learn more about rain gardens at
http://www.ci.bothell.wa.us/571/Rain-Gardens.
#12DaysOfSustainability

12/30/18 (FB)
If you’re washing your vehicle on a hard surface like your driveway, all
the soap and vehicle pollutants run off into the nearest storm drain.
From there, that polluted water ends up in our streams, lakes, and
rivers. Want to try an eco-friendlier way? Bothell residents can take a
survey and earn a free car washing ticket at http://bit.ly/2JXxwXF.
#12DaysOfSustainability #OnlyRainDownTheDrain

12/30/18 (FB)
Here's a good article that helps explain urban stormwater and
how it affects salmon.
Link to Encyclopedia of Puget Sound article “What is killing the
coho?
https://www.eopugetsound.org/magazine/is/stormwatermystery

From 1/1/18 to 12/31/18, BothellCool’s Facebook page “likes” increased from 752
to 1006. This represents a 34% increase in followers over a 12-month period.

